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Special Considerations 

It is important to be aware of the context of your students, your students’ heritage and class cultural mix. 

You may need to spend time setting up your learning environment prior to study to ensure that Aboriginal 

students feel safe and valued, prejudice opinions are discouraged and the whole class is aware that some 

sensitive issues may be raised or discussed.  

It is highly recommended that you contact and involve local Aboriginal language centre in addition to the 

study of this book- the local, specific Aboriginal language and stories can enhance this book study- 

compare and contrast your local Aboriginal experience, guest speakers to talk about their experience 

growing up etc, allow opportunity to discuss the diverse face of Aboriginal Australia including different 

nations, languages, cultures and traditions.  
 

Curriculum Links 

Worksheets in this Learning Resource Pack are closely aligned to the Australian Curriculum Learning Areas 

English and HASS as well as Cross Curricular Priorities: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories 

and Cultures and Sustainability - as an educator you will decide on the most appropriate worksheets from 

this pack to cover the required Australian Curriculum Outcomes for your students.  

Planning to Study the Text 

Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story is a novella that will be suitable as a high interest, low literacy text. The 

book therefore, will be studied differently to match your context. It might be perfect for a term novel 

study in remote Aboriginal classes, or a great text to study alongside another novel as an intertext 

comparison study (suitable texts might include Black Cockatoo (Magabala 2018 or others explored later in 

this resource pack) or as part of a theme study, some schools may only use it as a guided reading text. This 

Learning Resource Pack will support the study of the text in any form.   

Often classes in small schools are combinations of two such as 5/6, 7/8 and sometimes 9/10- this often 

means that texts can not be studied annually as one cohort has already completed the novel study. Another 

issue for a popular text (such as Jandamarra for schools in the Kimberleys) is that teachers from 

different years plan to study it without consultation to see if it has been studied previously. A school 

Scope and Sequence document might work to overcome this issue- staff may plan a bi-annual study of the 

text in one class combination- such as 7/8. Alternatively, teachers of the different years could discuss the 

depth at which the study will take place- a surface introduction to the text as part of a theme study in 

year 5/6, a detailed novel study in year 7/8.  

Using the worksheet 

This Learning Resource Package is made to be flexible- print the worksheets in booklets (covers at the 

end) to work through as a class or self-directed, print as you go individual sheets, save the worksheets on 

school shared drive for students to complete, project the worksheets on the board for students to copy or 

to work on together on interactive whiteboard. In schools with high transiency or attendance issues- 

students might be allocated a self-paced work package to work through when in attendance. You might like 

to supplement with some generic worksheets from TPT stores, Twinkle or TeachStarter.  
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Tuning In 

  
Pre-Reading Hooks 

• Have a suitcase with contents out in the middle of the classroom. 

Students might have to guess by what is in it where the person 

might be going, or maybe they might have to brainstorm all the 

places they could go on an extended stay to. Students might then 

discuss what they would pack if they had to live away from home 

for 10 weeks.  

• Students might find envelops on their desks with ‘invitations’ to 

various boarding schools around the country. Students might then 

have to discuss how they would feel if they were suddenly told they 

had to go to boarding school far away from their homes and 

families.  

• You might have the book set up on a table with Aboriginal artefacts 

or bush food or photographs or a bag and students have to guess 

and predict what the story will be about.  

• Students might view the Indigenous Hip Hop videos from Far 

North Queensland and Palm Island. You might then ask them to 

think about all the ways those communities are similar or different 

to yours. Students might then predict what they think the book will 

be about and the setting of the book.  
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Pre-Reading Predictions 

What do you think this book will be about? Look for clues on and in the text. Draw what 

you think the characters, setting and plot might be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I’m switching on my 

brain for learning! 

L 
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Pre-Reading Prediction 

What do you think this book will be about? Draw what you think the characters, setting 

and plot might be and annotate with the words that gave you these clues.  
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I’m switching on my 

brain for learning! 

M 
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Pre-Reading Prediction 

What do you think this book will be about? Look for clues on and in the text. 
Front  Back Cover Flick through the book 

What clues can you see on the 
front cover to give you a hint 
about what the text might be 

about? What is the title? What 
is the picture? Do the colours 
give you a clue? Does the font 

give you a clue? 

What does the blurb say? 
What predictions can you 
make from the blurb? Are 

there any pictures, colours or 
symbols? Does the publisher 

logo give you a clue? 

Quickly flick through some of 
the pages. Are there title 

headings? Repeated words? 
Any illustrations? What ideas 
does this give you about the 

text? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

H 

I’m switching on my 

brain for learning! 
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KWL 

Use the chart below to record what you already know about ‘two ways strong’, 

‘Aboriginal culture’ and ‘boarding school’, record questions you have about these 

topics and the book, and to record what you have learnt as you read along.  

Know Want to Know Learnt 
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Author Investigation 

Choose one author from the back pages of the book. Draw what you think life 

was like for that author growing up.  

Author name: _____________________ 
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Author Investigation 

Choose one author from the back pages of the book. Draw what you think the 

author’s life was/is like and list the words from their biography that made you 

come to those conclusions.  

Author name: ________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words from their bio that gave me an understanding of their life were: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

M 
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Author Investigation 

Choose one author from the back pages of the book. Draw what you think the 

author’s life was/is like for that author. List the words from the author’s 

biography that gave you the clues to their upbringing/life. Next describe how 

you think this upbringing or life might contribute to the story- what do you 

predict might be in the story? Eg. The characters might go spear fishing like X 

author.  

Author name: ________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words from their bio: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Ways the author’s life experiences might help shape the text.  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

H 
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Author Comparison 

Understanding the authors can sometimes help you understand their motivations 

and the experiences that they recreate in their books. Compare an author’s life 

experiences to that of your own. How is that author different, how are you 

different and what common experiences or traits do you share? 

 

  
Author name: Me: 

Experiences, 

passions or 

traits we 

share 
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Publisher Investigation 

Look up the Indigenous Literacy Foundation Community Literacy Project 
https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/community-literacy-programs. 

EXPLORE  

1. Have you read another book from ILF?  

2. What other books from the website would you like to read and why?  

3. What common themes can you see in the books? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER  

4. What is unique about ILF?  

6. What is the history of ILF?  

7. What role does ILF have in promoting reading and writing?  

8. How do you think the student authors of the books would feel? What feelings or 

emotions do you think the ILF books create for authors? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/community-literacy-programs


Copyright Reserved- The Remote Teacher. Restricted to single user download.  

Year 5 Setting Investigation 
Jaz and her family live in Palm Island off the coast near Townsville in Far North Queensland. Jaz gets sent to boarding school in 

Taowoomba on the mainland in Queensland which is about 15 hours or more away from her island home.  

Make notes on this sheet and present your answers in a presentation of your choice- poster, powerpoint, illustration, map.  
 

1. What was life like for Aboriginal people Palm Island before invasion/colonisation? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why was the first mission established and who was sent there? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What impact did invasion/settlement have on the people of Palm Island? What happened to their land? What happened to their rights? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

4. When was the cyclone that destroyed the missions? What effect do cyclones have on the island community? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Remember to write the details of the websites that you use at the end of your investigation. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Year 5 HASS The nature of convict or colonial presence, including the factors that influenced patterns of development, aspects of the daily life of the 

inhabitants (including Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples) and how the environment changed (ACHASSK107) he influence of people, 

including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, on the environmental characteristics of Australian places (ACHASSK112 - Scootle ) The impact of 

bushfires or floods on environments and communities, and how people can respond(ACHASSK114 - Scootle ) 



Copyright Reserved- The Remote Teacher. Restricted to single user download.  

Year 6 Setting Investigation 
Jaz and her family live on Manbarra Country in Palm Island. Learning about her culture and Country might help you understand the setting of the book.  

Make notes on this sheet and present your answers in a presentation of your choice- poster, powerpoint, illustration, map.  

1. Using the Indigenous Australia map (https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia) count how many Aboriginal nations 

existed in Queensland. Who are the neighbouring mainland Aboriginal tribes to the Manbarra people? What is the name of the people of 

Townsville area?  

2. What information can you find about Manbarra culture? What are some of the important Manbarra landmarks or sacred places?  

3. What was society like for Palm Island Aboriginal people before invasion/settlement? What as their society and law structure?  

4. How did society change for Aboriginal people after invasion/settlement? When did Aboriginal people gain citizenship? When did Aboriginal people gain 

the right to vote?  

5. Research famous Manbarra/Far North Queensland people and discuss how they are contributing to society or democracy. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Year 6 HASS> Experiences of Australian democracy and citizenship, including the status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 

migrants, women and children (ACHASSK135 - Scootle ) AND The world’s cultural diversity, including that of its indigenous peoples (ACHASSK140 - 

Scootle ) Framework for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages> Years 3-6> Understanding>Language awareness> Explore the language 

situation of target language communities and the diversity of language situations in Australia Cross Curriculum Priority- Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Histories and Cultures> OI.1> Australia has two distinct Indigenous groups: Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and within 

those groups there is significant diversity AND OI.4> Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies have many Language Groups. 
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Year 7 Setting Investigation 
Jaz and her family live on Manbarra Country in Palm Island. She goes to Toowoomba to a boarding school for most of the novella plot. Learning about her 

culture and Country might help you understand the setting of the book. Make notes on this sheet and present your answers in a presentation of your 

choice- poster, powerpoint, illustration, map.  

 

 1. What factors make Palm Island a good place to live for the Manbarra people? What factors make Toowoomba a good place to live or attend boarding 

school? 

2. How could people access Manbarra land? Are tourists allowed everywhere on Palm Island? Can Manbarra country be accessed all year round? What 

transport options are there to see Manbarra country?  

3. What services are there on Palm Island? What services do they have to travel to access?  

4. What influence does social and cultural connectedness and community identity have on Manbarra people choosing their country to live and stay?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Year 7- Geography Links Factors that influence the decisions people make about where to live and their perceptions of the liveability of 

places(ACHGK043 - Scootle ) The influence of accessibility to services and facilities on the liveability of places (ACHGK044 - Scootle ) The influence of 

social connectedness and community identity on the liveability of place (ACHGK046 - Scootle ) 
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Year 8 Setting Investigation 
Jaz and her family live on Manbarra Country in Palm Island. She goes to Toowoomba to a boarding school for most of the novella plot. Learning about her 

culture and Country might help you understand the setting of the book. Make notes on this sheet and present your answers in a presentation of your 

choice- poster, powerpoint, illustration, map.  

 

1. Describe the Palm Island and Toowoomba landscapes- are there any distinctive landform features? Would the landscape look similar and 

comfortable for Jaz when she first arrived to Toowoomba? 

2. Research and descript the connection of the people of Palm Island and the ocean. Are there any special landforms for the people of Toowoomba? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Year 8- Geography Different types of landscapes and their distinctive landform features (ACHGK048 - Scootle ) Spiritual, aesthetic and cultural value of 

landscapes and landforms for people, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ACHGK049 - Scootle ) 
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Year 9 Setting Investigation 
Jaz and her family live on Manbarra Country in Palm Island. She goes to Toowoomba to a boarding school for most of the novella plot. Learning about her 

culture and Country might help you understand the setting of the book. Make notes on this sheet and present your answers in a presentation of your 

choice- poster, powerpoint, illustration, map.  

 

1. What kind of bush food would Manbarra people eat? How would/do they use fibres?  

2. Did Manbarra people alter their environment to produce/find food- ie. spreading seeds, permanent traps, burning, changing flow of rivers etc.  

3. What connections do Manbarra people have to their land?  

4. What forms of communication and transportation do people in Far North Queensland/ Palm Island have? What access to services and information do 

they have? Research the Royal Flying Doctor Service and other remote services designed to overcome some of the disadvantage.  

5. What positive and negative impact do tourists have on the Manbarra people and their land?  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Year 9 Geography Human alteration of biomes to produce food, industrial materials and fibres, and the use of systems thinking to analyse the 

environmental effects of these alterations (ACHGK061 - Scootle ) The perceptions people have of place, and how these influence their connections to 

different places (ACHGK065 - Scootle ) The way transportation and information and communication technologies are used to connect people to services, 

information and people in other places (ACHGK066 - Scootle) The effects of people’s travel, recreational, cultural or leisure choices on places, and the 

implications for the future of these places (ACHGK069 - Scootle ) 
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Describe the setting- Adjectives 
Look at the pictures below of Palm Island and Toowoomba. Use adjectives to describe what you think the country feels like, 

sounds like and looks like. 

 

Palm Island 

 
 
 
 
 

c  
 
 
 

 

Toowoomba 
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Setting Comparison 
Look up pictures and news stories about Palm Island and Toowoomba. Draw and label a picture of your town including landscape, 

recreation activities and types of buildings. In the other boxes draw and label what you can of Palm Island and Toowoomba.  
 

My Town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Island Toowoomba 

Predict what ways you think your town will be similar or different than the towns in the story? 
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Languages in  

Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story 
Jaz and her family would speak English, Creole. Very few would speak manbarra 

language if at all although there are efforts to revive the language. There will be many 

First Nations people Far North Queensland would speak more than one language or 

dialect.  

 

Aboriginal English, Creole and Pigeon were invented through necessity when interacting 

with Asian traders before European invasion and then during conflict, trade and 

occupation after invasion. At some stages in our history, Aboriginal people were 

forbidden to speak their traditional languages. Aboriginal English and Creole are now 

play a vital role in Aboriginal identity and are respected by linguists as unique dialects.  

 

Consider the following questions and answer them in your workbook or as a class 

discussion (teacher direction).  

 

My context  

1. How many languages do you speak?  

2. Are you expected to learn an additional language at school? How do you find learning 

another language? Can you empathise with how ESLD students in Aboriginal 

communities might feel having their classes in all English if there are used to speaking 

Creole?  

3. How do you think your language shapes your identity?  

 

Research questions  

4. Why is language important to Aboriginal people?  

5. How was Creole developed? 6. Why do linguists say these are dialects?  

7. What similarities and differences can you see between English and Creole? 

8. Describe Creole developed over time. 

  

Text Reflection  

9. Why do you think that it is important for texts like Two Ways Strong- Jaz’s Story 

that show Creole to wider Australia?  

10. How do you think the text will achieve this balance? 
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Palm Island History 
Understanding the history of Palm Island might help you understand the people that 

live in it, the struggles they face… and the stories that come out of it! 

 

Read the information on the website: https://www.qld.gov.au/atsi/cultural-awareness-

heritage-arts/community-histories/community-histories-n-p/community-histories-palm-island  

Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yS_kLm6usxk 

Learn about the history of Palm Island mission https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-

Pfbf_PKWQ 

Deaths in Custody https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cejw52QPrF8 and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HM3tSimjgnU 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. When were the missions first started on Palm Island? Who was sent to 

the missions? 

2. Why was Cameron Doomagee arrested in 2004? What were his injuries? 

3. Why did the riot happen? What had residents done before the riot to be 

heard? 

4. What was the police response? Do you think it was measured and fair? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/atsi/cultural-awareness-heritage-arts/community-histories/community-histories-n-p/community-histories-palm-island
https://www.qld.gov.au/atsi/cultural-awareness-heritage-arts/community-histories/community-histories-n-p/community-histories-palm-island
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yS_kLm6usxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-Pfbf_PKWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-Pfbf_PKWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cejw52QPrF8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HM3tSimjgnU
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General 

Throughout 

Reading 

Activities 
  • Ask students to reflect on ideas, events and chapters using a thumb-

mometer. 

• Ask students about their personal experiences that reflect that of the 

text as you read- such as ‘hands up if have ever been to Palm 

Island/Toowoomba/Townsville’ or ‘share with a partner a time when you had 

to be away from home for a period of time’ etc. 

• Allocate students characters to read in the character voice.  

• Allocate a chapter expert who will read the chapter for homework and 

present images to support the reading of the text.  
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Chapter Reflections- Insta 
Imagine what Jaz or the other characters are feeling at the end of each chapter. Create an Instagram post from one character’s 

perspective for each chapter- this will be a picture and some hashtags of key words.  

  

L 
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Chapter Reflections- Diary Entries 
Imagine what Jaz was feeling at the end of each chapter. Write a diary entry that she might write to explain her thoughts 

or feelings during that chapter. 

 
  

M 
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Chapter Reflections- Reviews 
Imagine what Jaz was feeling at the end of each chapter. Write a chapter 

reflection that summarises key events, character growth and themes.  

Chapter 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

H 
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Glossary 
As you read through the book add your unknown words to the glossary and 

explore their meaning. See if you can begin to use some of them in your answers 

throughout your text study.  

Word Page Meaning Example 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 



Copyright Reserved- The Remote Teacher. Restricted to single user download.  

Glossary 
As you read through the book add your unknown words to the glossary and 

explore their meaning. See if you can begin to use some of them in your answers 

throughout your text study.  

Word Page Guess from context and prior 

knowledge 

Meaning 

trepidation 

 

 

P4   

fella 

 

P11   

poxed-up 

 

 

P15   

mob 

 

 

P14   

alcove 

 

 

P15   

ping 

 

 

P16   

aunty 

 

 

P31   

gammon P32 

 

 

  

deadly  

 

P34 
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Character 

Analysis 

Activities  
 

• Act out a scene from the book. 

• Act out a ‘missing scene’- students think about scenes that might have 

happened between chapters and act them out for the class.  

• Pair students up- one student is the interviewer and the other is a 

character. Students plan and act out a character interview.  

• Charades- one student is allocated a character to act out without 

talking while the rest of the class guess which one.  

• Students create a Voki avatar of one of the characters and give it a 

script as it would speak about an event in the book. 
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Character Map 
Draw a symbol that represents the relationship between Jaz and some of the 

characters. The first one has been done for you.  

Jaz and Janie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jaz and her Aunty and 

Uncle 

Jaz and Rai 

Jaz and Trisha 

 
 

 

 

Jaz 
Jaz and Chrissy 

Jaz and Katie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jaz and Elia Jaz and Peter 

  

L 
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Character Map 
As you read, map characters relationships and connections with each other. 

Some have been done for you. 
 

  

Janie 

Stella 

Tiola 

Xavier 

Aunt Bernie 

Uncle Dylan 

Carra 

Jana 

Mr Erlandson 

House Parents 

Chrissy Rai Rai 

Ms Crichton 

Izzy Kelsey 

Peter 

Elia 

Mary 

Trisha 

Mrs Harslett 

Katie 

M-H 
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Character Timeline 
Draw the key scenes where Jaz grows as a character. Think feeling, thinking and worries in each stage. 
 

Beginning Middle End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

L 
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Character Timeline 
As you read, map Jaz’s character growth. What are her characteristics, motivations, worries/problems/challenges?  
 

Beginning Middle End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

M 
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Character Timeline 
As you read, map Jaz’s character growth. What are her characteristics, motivations, worries/problems/challenges? Provide 

an example from the book that demonstrates this change- use quotes.  
 

Beginning Middle End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

H 
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Final Character Analysis 
 

What is the character’s problem? Did they manage to 

solve their problem? If so, how? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you know about the character? 

What are the character’s traits? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the character change over time? 
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Character Profile 
Draw or write information about Jaz to fill in her profile.  

  

Name: ____________________________________ 

Home Town: ______________________________ 

Age:_______________________________________ 

 

  

Picture of Jaz as described in the first few pages of Chapter 1.  

Hobbies and interests Worries and concerns 

L 
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Character Profile 
Draw or write information about Jaz to fill in her profile.  

  

 

 

 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Home Town: ______________________________ 

                               Age:_______________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian: __________________________ 

Siblings at the school: _____________________ 

 

  
 

Interests: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Dislikes: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Challenges: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Picture of Jaz as described in the first few 

pages of Chapter 1.  

M 
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Boarding School Application  
Fill in the Concordia Boarding School application for Jaz.  

  

Name: ____________________________________ 

Home Town: ______________________________ 

Age:_______________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian: __________________________ 

Siblings at this school: _____________________ 

Current School: _____________________________ 

Current Grade:______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Describe the Applicant’s strengths: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Describe what the Applicant contribute to our school: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

What areas of improvement does the Applicant plan to address while 

schooling with us? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture of Jaz as described in the first few 

pages of Chapter 1.  

H 

Applicant’s recent school grades: 

English  Maths  

Science  Art  

PE  Health  
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Character Facebook Profile 
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Describe Jaz- Adjective Brainstorm 
Think about the character, Jaz, and then describe her with as many adjectives 

as you can. Think about her physical appearance, her character traits, her 

personality, her strengths, her weaknesses.   

 

Jaz 
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Facts About Jaz 

Add facts about Jaz in each box- try to include quotes and page numbers.   

Jaz 

   

  

   



Copyright Reserved- The Remote Teacher. Restricted to single user download.  

Two Ways Strong- Jaz’s Story  

from a Different Perspective 
Draw some key events from Jaz’s mum, Janie, perspective and draw thought bubbles to show how she is feeling.  

The argument with Jaz and her mum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saying goodbye to Jaz at the airport Receiving letters or hearing updates 

L 
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Two Ways Strong- Jaz’s Story  

from a Different Perspective 
Write a letter from another character’s perspective to Jaz (her mother, aunty or siblings would be good choices).  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

M 
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Two Ways Strong- Jaz’s Story  

from a Different Perspective 
Write a ‘missing chapter’ of the book from another character’s perspective. This might be the discussion between Janie and 

aunty about Jaz schooling away, or maybe what Jaz’s sisters do after she leaves or one of your own.  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

H 
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Invitation to Visit 
Write an invitation for Jaz to come to school at your school. Why is your school 

better than Palm Island school or Concordia Boarding School? What is unique 

and interesting about your town? What kind of supports are in place for 

Aboriginal students at your school? What could Jaz bring to enhance your 

school? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
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Interview a Character 
Decide on which character you would like to interview. Ask questions that help 

reveal extra details that you can make up about them based on your 

understanding of them from the text. You could use quotes and examples from 

the text to enhance your responses.  
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Character Comprehension Questions 
 

Chapter 1 

1. How is Jaz’s physical character described in this chapter? 

2. What other characters are we introduced to? What do they tell us about 

Jaz’s character? 

3. Why do Jaz and her mum fight? 

4. What is Jaz’s perspective on the issues? How is this different than her 

mother? 

5. How do Jaz’s actions in the fight set her maturity level up for the 

reader? 

6. Why do the authors leave out letters in some words such as ‘workin’’ and 

‘come’ere’? 

7. Why do you think the authors chose to add a little snippet with Jaz’s 

uncle, aunty and cousins? What does this show us about her family? 

8. What do you think is meant by ‘only one way strong’? 

 

Chapter 2 

9. What new characters are we introduced to in Chapter 2? 

10. How does Jaz feel about her new boarding home and friends? 

11. Do we see any development in Jaz’s character? 

12. Give a quote that shows how Jaz is feeling. 

13. What does Chrissy mean when she says ‘we simple mob’… ‘We are the 

black girls of Concordia’? How do the girls perceive themselves? 

 

Chapter 3 

14. How is Jaz feeling if she ‘clutches her books close to her chest and 

doesn’t look up until the teacher says hello’? 

15. Why are Jaz and Izzy buddied up? 

16. Why do you think Izzy doesn’t understand Jaz?  

17. What does Izzy and Jaz smiling at each other tell the reader? 

18. What do you think ‘Which way, Aunty?’ means in this context? 

19. What do you think it would be like to have to ‘talk slower and louder’ to be 

understood in your own country? How do you think you would feel? 

20. What would you do if you didn’t get the grade in Maths you had hoped 

for? Who could you see for help? 

21. What is Jaz’s motivation to avoid asking for help? 
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22. What techniques do the writer’s use to help us understand how Jaz is 

feeling? 

 

Chapter 4 

23.  What are the girls’ motivations to avoid wearing their hats? How is the 

teacher’s perspective different?  

24. What does the interaction between Jaz’s friends and Katie and her 

friends show about the different cultures and expectations that each 

group has? What does this misunderstanding show the reader about 

cultural awareness?  

25. How is Jaz characterised when she gets a B+? How do we know what she 

is thinking and feeling?  

Chapter 5 

26.  What is Jaz worried about in the start of the chapter? Why?  

27. How is the camping experience different than when Jaz camps with her 

family? What does this tell us about her character? 

28.  How does Jaz overcome her fears?  

29. What do we learn about Jaz’s culture and beliefs in this chapter? 

30.  How do the interactions with other characters build our understanding 

of the story?  

31.  How is Jaz written as a leader in this chapter? What ways have the 

authors shown her leadership? 

32. How has Jaz’s character grown throughout the novel?  
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Character Essay 
Jaz’s family give her strength throughout the novel. Discuss what family means to Jaz. 

Draw or write your response to the following questions.  

How does Jaz’s family push her to succeed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Jaz’s family support her? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Jaz’s relationship with her family give her strength to overcome issues? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L 



Copyright Reserved- The Remote Teacher. Restricted to single user download.  

Character Essay Topics 

Jaz’s family give her strength throughout the novel. Discuss what family means to Jaz. 

Cut and paste the jumbled paragraphs and stick them in the right place. Edit the 

paragraphs by crossing out words/lines and replacing them with extra details or 

explanations of your own to improve.  

Introduction 

Essay topic as a 

statement. Paragraph 1 

sentence, paragraph 2 

sentence, paragraph 3 

sentence.  

Jaz’s aunty and uncle also give her strength. In Chapter 

One Jaz goes over to her Aunty Bernie and Uncle Dylan’s 

house still upset that her mum, Janie is sending her away 

to boarding school. Her aunty knows that calm time down 

by the beach will give Jaz the times she needs to think. 

Jaz begins to think and find inner strength. Later her 

aunty says ‘…right now, you’re only one way strong, girl’. 

This gets Jaz thinking.  

Paragraph 1 

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

In conclusion. Jaz’s family give her strength. Janie sends 

Jaz to boarding school to be ‘strong two ways’. Jaz’s aunty 

and uncle encourage her and help her make a decision. The 

memory of Jaz’s nanna gives her strength. 

Paragraph 2  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

Janie pushes Jaz and gives her strength throughout the 

book. Jaz’s mother, Janie, pushes Jaz to attend boarding 

school to get better opportunities than she had on their 

small island home. Jaz doesn’t realise at the time that this 

move will support her to be strong both ways- Aboriginal 

and Western Society ways. Janie’s strength in making this 

tough decision means that Jaz will be stronger in the end.  

 

Paragraph 3  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

Jaz’s family give her strength throughout the novel. Janie 

pushes Jaz to succeed by schooling away. Jaz’s aunty and 

uncle support her with advice. Jaz’s nanna’s memory helps 

her overcome fear and show her cultural strengths.  

Conclusion 

Reworded essay topic 

as a statement. 

Paragraph 1 sentence, 

paragraph 2 sentence, 

paragraph 3 sentence. 

The memory of Jaz’s grandmother gives her strength. Jaz 

remembers how her Nanna ‘told her how to navigate by the 

stars’ and ‘about the Seven Sisters crossing the night sky’. 

She keeps her special shark tooth ‘that has protection in 

it’ and this gives her strength to sleep on her own when out 

camping. Jaz feels her ‘nanna’s spirit watching over her and 

knows she is real proud’. This confidence in her nanna and 

culture helps keep her strong during the accident in 

Chapter 5.  

M 
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Character Essay Topics 

Jaz’s family give her strength throughout the novel. Discuss what family means to Jaz. 

Plan your response in the scaffold below- include examples and quotes from the text. 

Introduction 

Essay topic as a 

statement. Paragraph 1 

sentence, paragraph 2 

sentence, paragraph 3 

sentence.  

 

Paragraph 1 

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 2  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Reworded essay topic 

as a statement. 

Paragraph 1 sentence, 

paragraph 2 sentence, 

paragraph 3 sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

H 
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Character Essay Topics 

Below are a selection of essay topics that students may choose from or teacher 

may allocate the class.  

  

- Jaz grows as a character throughout Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story. 

Discuss.  

- The secondary characters are vital in helping Jaz find her strength ‘two 

ways’. Discuss. 

- Jaz is a believable character for a year 7 student. Discuss. 

- Every character in the text played an important role in moving the story 

forward. Discuss.  

- The characters in the text, Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story, lack depth. 

Discuss.  

- The authors used several techniques to characterise Jaz. Discuss. 

- The story would have benefited for each character to be involved in the 

story more. Discuss.  
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Theme 

Analysis 

Activities 

   

Students might be allocated a theme to investigate such as: 

- How do you know you belong in your friendship 

group/class/home/culture? 

- What things do you think would be challenging if you had to move 

to a different culture? How would you overcome it? 

- Aboriginal culture in Far North 

Queensland/Victoria/Kimberley/NT etc.  
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Theme Activity- Belonging 
Draw a picture or symbol to represent how Jaz is or isn’t connected to each 

heading. A clue has been given for each if you are stuck. 

 

Home 
Jaz feels connected to her family 

home and island that she describes on 

the first page as ‘one-level house with 

a brown deck. Their windows are 

always open to let in the cooling sea 

breezes and the house smells of sea, 

grass and trees.  

 

 

 

Family 
Jaz loves her family- this is shown 

when she describes them in the first 

few pages by telling the reader about 

the picture in their loungeroom. She 

also has the chapter with her aunty 

and uncle and cousins. It is her nanna 

that gives her strength to overcome 

the accident in the end.  

 

 

 

School 
Think about how Jaz’s sense of 

belonging at school changes 

throughout the story.  

 

 

 

Culture 
There are several examples of Jaz’s 

culture including the hunting story 

near the start of the text and ways 

nanna helps her at the end.  

 

 

 

L 
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Theme Activity- Belonging 
Think about the ways that Jaz was connected or disconnected from the 

following things- consider if this connection changed throughout the text. 

Write or dot point your answers. 

Home 
Jaz feels connected to her family 

home and island that she describes on 

the first page as ‘one-level house with 

a brown deck. Their windows are 

always open to let in the cooling sea 

breezes and the house smells of sea, 

grass and trees.  

 

 

 

Family 
Jaz loves her family- this is shown 

when she describes them in the first 

few pages by telling the reader about 

the picture in their loungeroom. She 

also has the chapter with her aunty 

and uncle and cousins. It is her nanna 

that gives her strength to overcome 

the accident in the end.  

 

 

 

School 
Think about how Jaz’s sense of 

belonging at school changes 

throughout the story.  

 

 

 

Culture 
There are several examples of Jaz’s 

culture including the hunting story 

near the start of the text and ways 

nanna helps her at the end.  

 

 

 

M 
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Theme Activity- Belonging 
Belonging in a theme that weaves through the text. Let’s investigate the 

different ways this theme affected Jaz. For each section write as many 

examples of how Jaz is connected or disconnected including examples and 

quotes from the text.  

 

Home  

 

 

Family  

 

 

School  

 

 

Culture  

 

 

  

H 
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Theme: Culture Shock 
Moving to the mainland is challenging for Jaz. She has to learn the way things 

are in Western society instead of the cultural norms on Palm Island.  

List some of the things you might find challenging if you were to move schools 

to live and school on Palm Island. Look through the book to find things Jaz had 

trouble with and think about the opposite that you might have trouble with. 

Jaz’s cultural adjustment My cultural adjustment 

‘there are so many buildings’ p14  

‘the room has four beds in it’ p15  

 ‘kids in the street playing ping’ p16 

‘swimming and always having fun’ p17 

‘Jaz isn’t used to sitting at the table 

for every meal’ p18 

 

‘food doesn’t have the flavour of 

home’ p18 

 

‘she has to wear shoes’ and ‘wear 

uniform’ p19 

 

‘only black kid’ p20  

‘back home at school on Palm, the 

bells only ring for break time’ pg 21 

 

‘Back home the tuckshop was only 

small’ p 21 

 

‘I had to talk slower and louder in 

class’… ‘don’t understand me’ p 22 

 

‘how are we supposed to jump with our 

hats on?’… ‘we’re not gonna get any 

blacker’ p30 

 

‘take the longest time to jump’… p31  

‘…shame’ B+ in maths p33  

“I like camping. Just not on my own.” p 

36 

 

‘protection’ from her nanna’s spirit p 

38 

 

‘leave a rock behind to show where we 

have been’ p38 

 

L 
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Theme: Culture Shock 
Moving to the mainland is challenging for Jaz. She has to learn the way things 

are in Western society instead of the cultural norms on Palm Island.  

Compare Western Society to Jaz’s First Nations Island life as described in the 

book. Look for things that she found challenging that she notes throughout the 

book- things that only make her ‘one way strong’. 

 

  Palm Island Western Society/Concordia 

M 
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Theme Comprehension Questions 
Your teacher will tell you how to respond to the following questions and where. 

These questions relate to the themes within the text. High quality answers will 

include quotes or examples.  

Chapter 1 

1. Where does Jaz feel that she belongs? How did she react about being 

told she would have to leave? How would you react? 

2. What is meant by ‘tough love’? How is this shown in this chapter? 

3. How is the theme of family developed in this chapter? 

4. How is the theme of culture introduced in this chapter? 

Chapter 2 

5. What helps Jaz begin to develop a sense of belonging in this chapter? 

6. What are some of the things Jaz finds hard to adjust to? What kind 

of culture shock does she have? 

Chapter 3 

7. How does the teacher try to settle Jaz in and increase her sense of 

belonging when she arrives? Does it work? 

8. What are some of the things Jaz struggles with at her new school in 

this chapter- culture shock? 

9. Do you think Jaz feels like she is part of the group of friends now? 

Why or why not? 

10. What role would the Indigenous teacher aide play in helping Jaz with 

culture shock and making sure she feels like she belongs?  

11. What role do you think the boarding captain plays in supporting new 

students with homesickness, culture shock and sense of belonging? 

12. Does Trisha do a good job at helping Jaz? Explain.  

13. Does Trisha feel like she belongs? Has she adjusted to school there? 

Chapter 4 

14. How do we see Jaz’s sense of belonging grow in this chapter? 

15. Do you think she is still experiencing culture shock? Why or why not? 
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Chapter 5 

16. How does Jaz grow in this chapter?  

17. Do you think Jaz now feels she belongs? What does she say at the end 

of the chapter that would lead the reader to feel that Jaz has settled 

at Condordia? 

18. How does Jaz use her culture as a strength?  

 

Write some questions of your own to share with the class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Copyright Reserved- The Remote Teacher. Restricted to single user download.  

Theme Essay 
In Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story Jaz is sent to boarding school and struggles with her 

sense of belonging. How does she find her place? Discuss.  

Draw or write parts of the book that help you understand Jaz’s sense of belonging.  

Does Jaz feel she 

belongs in Palm 

Island? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Jaz feel 

when she first arrives 

at Concordia? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What things help her 

feel like she belongs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

L 
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Theme Essay 
In Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story Jaz is sent to boarding school and struggles with her 

sense of belonging. How does she find her place? Discuss.  

 

Introduction 

Essay topic as a 

statement. Paragraph 1 

sentence, paragraph 2 

sentence, paragraph 3 

sentence.  

 

Paragraph 1 

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 2  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Reworded essay topic 

as a statement. 

Paragraph 1 sentence, 

paragraph 2 sentence, 

paragraph 3 sentence. 

 

 

M 
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Theme Essay 
Choose an essay topic and plan it below. Write your good copy including quotes and 

examples from the text.  

- In Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story Jaz is sent to boarding school and struggles 

with her sense of belonging. How does she find her place? Discuss.  

- Jaz experiences culture shock when she is sent to boarding school at Concordia. 

Discuss the struggles she faces and how she overcomes them. 

Introduction 

Essay topic as a 

statement. Paragraph 1 

sentence, paragraph 2 

sentence, paragraph 3 

sentence.  

 

Paragraph 1 

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 2  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Reworded essay topic 

as a statement. 

Paragraph 1 sentence, 

paragraph 2 sentence, 

paragraph 3 sentence. 

 

  

H 
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Post Reading 

Activities 

  In class ‘After Reading’ activities 

• Act out a scene from the book 

• Create a book trailer advertising the book 

• Values Line- Students consider their position on the statements below 

and move to the side of the room according to their values. Once there 

students talk with their group about their reasons. Teacher calls upon 

random students to share before asking the next statement. 

o Jaz is a strong central character 

o Boarding school is a good option for remote kids 

o Janie should have done more to prepare Jaz for boarding school 

o Jaz would have been better left to school on the Island 

o There should be better school education in remote communities 

• Use the StickyMoose website to do a class vote etc.  

o Do you think Jaz should have left home to boarding school? Do 

you think Jaz is a hero? Do you think the school should have done 

more to help Jaz settle in? Do you think Jaz will go onto uni? 

• Make a stop animation of the story 

• Use the Smore website to create a flyer promoting the book for your 

library 
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Two Ways Strong- Jaz’s Story Plot Overview 
 

 

 

  

Orientation 

Complication 

Climax 

Resolution 

Beginning of the 

story- introduces the 

reader to the 

setting. 

Event or action that 

happens to create a 

problem/complication. 

This is the most 

exciting part, or 

where the tension 

has raised the most 

or the turning part 

of the story.  

This is close to the end of 

the story where the 

complication is resolved.  

The orientation of Two 

Ways Strong was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 

The complication in the 

text was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 

The climax of Two Ways 

Strong was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 

The resolution Two 

Ways Strong was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 
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Brainstorm the sequel chapter 

“I am strong now. I am more confident; I’m not so scared of new places. I can fit into 

two worlds now. Wait’ll I tell Aunty I’m two ways strong.” 

Brainstorm using words and drawings what you think happens after the final chapter in 

the book. 

 

  

L 

Sequel chapter 



Copyright Reserved- The Remote Teacher. Restricted to single user download.  

Write the sequel chapter 

“I am strong now. I am more confident; I’m not so scared of new places. I can fit into 

two worlds now. Wait’ll I tell Aunty I’m two ways strong.” 

Describe/draw what events might happen in the next chapter- did she go straight back 

home to Island after the awards? Was she selected as part of a bushranger program or 

did she get some special training? Did she join the scouts? Did she hook up with Elia? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

M 
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Write the sequel chapter 

“I am strong now. I am more confident; I’m not so scared of new places. I can fit into 

two worlds now. Wait’ll I tell Aunty I’m two ways strong.” 

Write the next chapter. Imagine what happened next? Did she travel back home? Did 

she hook up with Elia? What do you think happened for the rest of the term? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________  

H 
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Design an alternative book cover 
Design a new book cover for Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story. Think about the 

information you should include and the best images.   

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 
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Artistic Representation of the Text 
Draw a picture that represents the story Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story for 

you.  

 
Credit © Yifang Zhao 

https://www.dreamstime.com/guava_info
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What If… 
Imagine the following ‘what if’ scenarios. Your teacher will direct you how they 

want you to respond- share your ideas with a partner, write a response, act it 

out or another way. 

What if… 

- Jaz was a boy? 

- Jaz didn’t go to school away at boarding school? 

- Jaz lived in Townsville? 

- Jaz was overcome by homesickness at the hostel? 

- Jaz didn’t make any other First Nations friends? 

- Jaz got an F for maths? 

- Jas got an A for maths? 

- Jaz didn’t talk to her teacher about her struggles in maths? 

- there was a scene with Xavier and Jaz- what would it be? 

- there was a scene with Jaz and her house parents- what would it be? 

- Jaz got detention for not putting her hat on? 

-  there was a scene of Jaz going back for school holidays- what would it 

be? 

- if you went to Concordia school in Jaz’s classes. 

- What if Jaz was from a different culture? 
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Aboriginal Language in your area 
Jaz and her Concordia friends speak Creole to each other. Back on Palm Island 

there are efforts to rejuvenate their traditional Aboriginal languages.  

Investigate what the Aboriginal languages are in your area- it might be one or 

more traditional languages, Creole or Aboriginal English. 

You might do this by inviting in an Aboriginal guest speaker, visiting your local 

cultural centre or inviting an Aboriginal Elder in to share. If you have an 

Aboriginal education officer they can advise you on how to proceed.  

 

Local language group/s  

 

Language/s spoken  

 

Local school options and boarding 

school options 

 

 

A local dreaming/Creation story  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information about local culture  
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Inter-Textual Comparison 
Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story and Black Cockatoo 

Compare Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story with Black Cockatoo (Magabala Books 

2018).  

Both texts are a similar size and while Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story is about 

Jaz’s life at boarding school, Black Cockatoo follows Mia’s life before she 

schools away. The protagonists are similar age and both are Aboriginal even 

though the are from opposite sides of the country.  

  

  

Black Cockatoo Two Ways Strong 
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Inter-Textual Comparison 
Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story and Black Cockatoo 

Compare Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story with Black Cockatoo (Magabala Books 

2018). Both texts are a similar size and while Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story is 

about Jaz’s life at boarding school, Black Cockatoo follows Mia’s life before she 

schools away. The protagonists are similar age and both are Aboriginal even 

though they are from opposite sides of the country.  

Draw life in their home community for each main character. 

Jaz Mia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How are the lives of the girls different or the same? What affect do you think 

their home communities had on their personality, sense of self and growth? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 
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Inter-Textual Comparison 
Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story and Black Cockatoo 

Compare Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story with Black Cockatoo (Magabala Books 

2018). Both texts are a similar size and while Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story is 

about Jaz’s life at boarding school, Black Cockatoo follows Mia’s life before she 

schools away. The protagonists are similar age and both are Aboriginal even 

though they are from opposite sides of the country. 

Respond to the following prompts orally or written form: 

- Discuss how both girls use their culture and family to overcome the 

issues they face. Why do you think culture and family are important to 

Aboriginal people? 

- What do you notice about the language in each book? Do you prefer one 

to the other? How do you think language helps with culture, connection 

and identity for Aboriginal people? 

- Given what you know about Jaz’s boarding school experience, what do you 

think it will be like if Mia chooses to school away at boarding school too? 

- Black Cockatoo shows some elements of family disfunction whereas Jaz 

only talks of the strengths of her family. Do you think Jaz’s home life was 

without hardship? Why do you think the authors took the opposite 

approaches? 
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Inter-Textual Comparison 
Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story and The Incredible Freedom Machine 

Compare Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story with the picture book The Incredible 

Freedom Machine (Scholastic 2018).  

 

Discuss or complete the following questions: 

- How does the character in TIFM find her strength? How does Jaz find 

her strength? 

- Compare and contrast TIFM girl’s home to that of Jaz.  

- The character in TIFM was trying to escape her home but Jaz was trying 

to stay- compare and contrast their home experiences and why each had 

a different perspective.  

- What could an analogy for ‘the freedom machine’ be in Jaz’s story?  

- What was the analogy of ‘the freedom machine’ in TIFM? 

- What age do you think the girl in TIFM is?  

- What are some of the struggles the girl in TIFM faces? How are they 

different to those that Jaz faces on the island? 

- What is your ‘freedom machine’? 

- Can you relate to the issues that either girl faces? How do you overcome 

your struggles? 
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Inter-Textual Comparison 
Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story and Once here was a boy 

Compare Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story with the picture book Once there was a 

boy (Magabala 2011).  

 

Write or orally respond to the following prompts: 

- Compare and contrast the settings of each book- Venn Diagram  

- Compare and contrast the main characters- Venn Diagram 

- What is are the issues that Jaz faces in her story? What are the issues 

that the boy faces? Do you think one character’s issues are worse than 

the others? 

- Jaz’s story is based on real life of the authors while OTWAB is a 

fictional story on an imaginary island with imaginary food and isolation. 

What style do you prefer?  

- OTWAB can be read deeper to the issues of colonisation and 

reconciliation, or forgiveness. What elements of the book do you think 

show these themes? 
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Share Your Voice- Book Review 
Write a book review about Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story.  

Remember to include: target audience (gender, age, location), rating of the 

book, main characters, plot summary and your reflections on the book.  

 

 

Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story 

Book Review 

The authors, a group of students from Concordia Lutheran College under the guidance of Claire 

Scobie and Kristine Ellis, have nailed the teenage Aboriginal voice in Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story.  

This is a must read for students who are boarding away or thinking of going to boarding school. It’s 

also a must read for teachers and mainstream students so they can have an understanding of the 

unique experience of remote Aboriginal students who join mainstream city schools.  

Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s story covers many of the challenges and culture shock that Aboriginal 

children face when moving to a larger city and mainstream Western Culture. 

Culture is compared and discussed between the characters and cultural strengths are highlighted.  

At times it is a bit tricky to read because the story rushes forward from one event to the next 

sometimes in a few paragraphs. 

This book is perfect for remote Aboriginal teenagers who need a story they can relate to, one that is 

short and fast paced.  
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Share your voice 
 

Have your say about Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story , and/or the themes and 

issues in it.  

 

School Action Project 

• Decide on a project to increase understanding of your local Aboriginal 

language group. 

• Talk with your administration team about the induction and welcome 

process for new students (including those from different cultures). Ask 

how you can help or plan a better process. 

• Design a project with your class to promote reconciliation in your school.  

• Connect with the Concordia Boarding School students and teachers- send 

them a letter or email. 

• Organise a book collection drive for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation 

or Aboriginal Literacy Foundation to share books with kids in remote 

communities like Jaz. 

 

Review the book 

o Write a book review and post it to our Facebook site: 
https://www.facebook.com/TheRemoteTeacher 

o Post a review of the book on GoodReads and Amazon. 

o Vote for the book for a children choice book award: KOALA (NSW), 

Inside a Dog, YABBA 

o Make a Youtube video review of the book- share it with us on our Youtube 

Channel.  

o Share your feedback with your school librarian and local library. 

o Share your Shelfie on our Facebook page.  

 

Connect with the Authors 

• Invite the authors to talk to your class or run a workshop in person or via 

Skype or internet conference. 

• Send them an email asking some questions you have about the book or 

sharing a sample of your work https://clairescobie.com/  

• Write them a letter sharing your ideas and questions 
  

https://www.facebook.com/TheRemoteTeacher/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://clairescobie.com/
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Other 

Resources 
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Ludrick Fish Group 

Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story 

Novel Study 

Booklet 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Student Name__________________ 

 Class:________________________ 

  

L 
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Mangrove Jack Group 

Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story 

Novel Study 

Booklet 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Student Name__________________ 

 Class:________________________ 

  

M 
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Hawksbill Turtle Group 

Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story 

Novel Study 

Booklet 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 Student Name__________________ 

 Class:________________________ 

H 
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Two Ways Strong: Jaz’s Story 

Book Club Notes 

Ice Breakers 
• Work association- Palm Island, Aboriginal, remote, boarding school, small town, community, 

family, homesickness, culture 

• Timed-Pair-Share: Member Questions 

o What is your favourite book of all time? What books are on your bedside table at the 

moment? What is your favourite place to read? What book character would you 

most like to be? 

• ABC- go around in your circle listing as many words associated to the book as your group can 

in alphabetical order 

• Would you rather? Move from one side or the other of the room 

o Read a book or see the movie? Hard cover or soft cover books? Print or online 

books? Stock your bookshelf or visit a library? Read in short bursts or long periods? 

Picture book or chapter books?  

Reading Experience 
1. In the opening chapter Jaz finds out she is about to be sent away to boarding school- what 

was your response to the hook of the book? 

2. What was your initial reaction to the book? Did it hook you in immediately or did it take a 

while to warm up into? 

3. What was your favourite quote or passage? Why? 

4. How did you find the short events all in one chapter? Did you find it fast paced or hard to 

follow? Did you like the flow or did you want more detail? 

Personal Experience 
5. Have you ever been to a remote Aboriginal community? Do you think the story was an 

accurate reflection based on your experience? 

6. The text touches on issues of belonging, boarding school, culture shock- Can you relate to 

any of the struggles faced by the characters in the text? 

7. What was your schooling experience like? Can you relate to what happened to Jaz? 

8. Did the book change your perspective or opinion on anything?  

Aboriginal Culture 
9. What did you learn about Aboriginal culture from having read this book?  

10. Did you feel like this was an authentic representation of Aboriginal culture and life? Why or 

why not? 

11. What elements of Aboriginal culture represented in the text surprised or raised questions 

for you? 
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Setting  
12. What made the setting unique or important? Could the text have been written somewhere 

else and have had the same effect? 

13. How does the setting contribute to the story? 

Characters 
14. Which character do you relate most to and why? 

15. In what ways is Jaz a believable character? 

16. How do you feel about the Janie and the way she told Jaz about boarding schools? In what 

ways would you act differently? How would you have changed the way this character was 

written? 

17. Is it significant that family is only introduced in the beginning and mentioned at the end? Do 

you think they should have had more of a role in the book? 

18. How would you act if you were in Jaz’s circumstance? 

19. How did the characters change throughout the story? 

20. What do you think will happen with the characters next? 

Theme 
21. Animals rights is a subtle theme in the text- in what ways did this text get you to think about 

animal rights? 

22. The author has linked the treatment of the cockatoo to the treatment of stolen children- in 

what ways do you think the experiences are mirrored as a jumping point for discussion? 

Literary Value 
23. Did you like the book or not? Why? 

24. How did you find the ending? 

25. Do you think you might have enjoyed it less or more if you were a different age- 

younger/older? Why? 

26. Did you have any expectations of the book- did it live up to them? 

27. Did you read any reviews before reading the book- did you find yourself agreeing with the 

reviews or not as you read? 

28. Would you read the book again? Why or why not? 
29.  

 

 

 

Thanks for making our book part of your book club! 
Visit our website for more books and resources visit 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Theremoteteacher 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Theremoteteacher
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Important Websites 
Charity and publishers https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/ 

Mentor Author: https://clairescobie.com/ 

Guide for non-First Nations teachers on how to incorporate Aboriginal perspective into your 

classroom https://thebabyacademic.com/2018/09/07/but-i-am-not-aboriginal-i-dont-know-how-to-

do-this-stuff/ 

  

https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/
https://clairescobie.com/
https://thebabyacademic.com/2018/09/07/but-i-am-not-aboriginal-i-dont-know-how-to-do-this-stuff/
https://thebabyacademic.com/2018/09/07/but-i-am-not-aboriginal-i-dont-know-how-to-do-this-stuff/
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The Remote Teacher 

 
 

Visit the other ‘The Remote Teacher’ resources below: 

 

The Remote Teacher Podcast 

www.theremoteteacher.podbean.com 

 

The Remote Teacher Youtube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVWIbEJNEZjK0SpShCcJYnA/featured?view_as=subscriber 

 

The Remote Teacher TPT Shop  
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Theremoteteacher 

 

The Remote Teacher Learning Hub 

In development as at 9/19- some courses should soon be available on Udemy.  

 

The Remote Teacher Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/theremoteteacher 
 

Teachers in Remote Locations (Past, Present and Future) 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172604386399316/ 
 

 

 

 

 
Copyright- We request that this resource is used for the teacher and class it was downloaded for- as you can appreciate 

this document would have taken some time to complete for sale. Additional copies can be downloaded from our TPT 

website above- they may be updated on occasion.  

 

Disclaimer- We made effort to ensure that the images used in this document were from royalty free commercial use 

websites. If we have made a mistake please inform us so we can change the document to protect your copyright rights.  

 

 

http://www.theremoteteacher.podbean.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVWIbEJNEZjK0SpShCcJYnA/featured?view_as=subscriber
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Theremoteteacher
http://www.facebook.com/theremoteteacher
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172604386399316/

