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Thank you for purchasing this resource to support the study of Tracks 

of the Missing (Magabala 2022).  

As you can imagine resources like this take a lot of time and energy 

by the creators to produce. This resource is purchased for single 

teacher use in their classrooms only- additional copies can be 

purchased from our website shop or TPT store.  

If you have found this resource useful in your classroom, we would 

love your review on our Teachers Pay Teachers store, by sharing your 

experience on our Facebook page. Your support sharing your review 

will help us reach more students and teachers.  

 

Please note, this resource is personal classroom use by a single 

teacher. You have permission to copy for your classroom use only.  

Electronic distribution is limited to your classroom use only. Do not 

post this product electronically in ANY form. Do not copy or sell any 

part of these product. To do so violates the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act.  

If you would like a copy of this product for more than one teacher, 

please download additional licenses, available with a % off the 

original price.  

All rights reserved by Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler and The Remote 

Teacher Australia. 

 

 

  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus
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Instructions 
This resource is designed for teachers to have complete flexibility of what, how and when 

they deliver these activities to students.  

We have designed them to be used at the beginning of your novel study unit so students 

have essential prior knowledge before reading the book, Tracks of the Missing, although 

these activities could be used throughout study with similar effect.  

• You might choose to allocate an issue to each pair of students to work together to 

complete the research task. Then students come together to present their report.  
• You might allocate an issue each day to investigate alongside the study of the novel.  
• You might just choose one or two for the whole class to investigate.   
• We did not cover all issues that impact and affect remote outback communities- you 

may have others that you feel are important so you will use these as models to 

create your own sheets and activities.  

 
Important Considerations 
Representation 

Some of the research questions and line debate ask for ‘solutions’- If you don’t have an 

Aboriginal Education Officer or First Nations students in your class it is important to point 

out the lack of representation, voice and ‘presence at the decision making table’ as we 

discuss again issues that impact First Nations people without First Nations people.  

While these tasks are designed to raise awareness, understanding and empathy- the above 

discussion is important to have.  

First Nations students and educators in your class 

An awareness of the backgrounds of students in your class- and putting in place structures 

to create safety- is important. For example, you may have students who have already 

expressed racist or offensive views about previous topics in your class who will need to be 

supported and managed. You may have First Nations students who are uncomfortable 

talking about their culture or don’t want to be the ‘token’ ‘blakfella’ to represent all First 

Nations people. Sensitivity and a careful approach to these issues will be needed.  

Safety 
These activities require your students to look into some challenging issues in our society. 

They aim to encourage students to look at both sides of the debate. It is important that you 

build a sense of safety in your classroom around: 

• Respecting everyone’s right to hold a differing view than your own.  

• No derogatory, racist, sexist comments.  

• No targeted attacks on classmates or groups of people.  
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Research Task 
Reflect on one issue raised in Tracks of the Missing and find a contemporary real life 

example of it in the media. Write a 500-800 word reflection based on your research. The 

following guiding questions should shape your response.  

1. What are the different ‘sides’ of this issue? 

2. Who holds the position of power and who is made vulnerable in regards to this 

issue? 

3. What is the historical context of this issue?  

4. Is this issue evident in all areas of our society or in all locations in Australia? Or is it 

restricted to certain races, locations or groups of people?  

5. How does the media represent this issue? Is one side reported on more often, is 

there a media bias? 

6. What does the research say about this issue?  

7. What are some ‘solutions’ being suggested by both sides? 

8. What do you think will make a difference in regard to this issue?  

You should appropriately quote and reference at least 3 sources in this task.  
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Missing Persons 
Every year tourists become lost, stranded, or found dead in the Australian outback. Our 

landscape, climate and geographic distances create significant challenges for unprepared 

travellers.  

Tracks of the Missing (Magabala 2022) shows the vast and challenging landscape that 

missing people face when lost in outback Australia. The challenges of communication, vast 

landscapes, changing weather and access to people to actually do the searching across 

challenging terrain- all add to the story.  

Find three recent or historical examples of missing person cases in the Australian outback. 

Write a 200+ word response outlining the dangers that face missing people in the outback. 

Use the following questions as a guide.  

1. Describe the landscape that each person went missing in. 

2. Describe the weather during the time the person was missing. 

3. Describe some of the risk factors to the missing person.  

4. List any factors that made the search harder for the search parties.  

5. What are the common features linking the three cases? 

6. Doe the articles or media coverage make any suggestions of how the missing person 

should have behaved to increase chances of survival?  
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Extreme Weather Events 
Doreatha Mackellar’s poem My Country highlights our vast land of extremes. She describes 

Australia as a ‘sunburnt country… of droughts and flooding rains’. You will find many cases 

in recent history of different parts of Australian experiencing drought, extreme fire, and 

floods at the same time. You will even find examples of areas in the same region- as 

explored in the book Tracks of the Missing.  

Research some Australian outback extreme weather events. Prepare a 200+ word response 

on your chosen extreme weather event.  

Some you may investigate include but not restricted to: 2011 Warmun Flood, 2011 

Kununurra ultramarathon fire, 2011 Cyclone Yasi, 2021 Cyclone Seroja, 2014 Kununurra 

floods, 2021 Extreme Heatwave in the Kimberley. Use the below questions to shape your 

response.  

1. Where was the extreme weather event? 

2. Was it isolated? Had this type of event happened before and after? Does it appear to 

be more or less frequent? 

3. What are the risk factors for this type of extreme weather?  

4. What is the advice for how to survive this type of extreme weather if you are caught 

out in it?  
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Housing Crisis 
Many remote outback communities face a housing crisis. There is a significant shortage of available 

housing both private, Government and organisation owned. It is not uncommon for many families to 

be living in one house. Sometimes up to or beyond 20 people in one 3 bedroom 1 bathroom house. 

You can imagine the issues this could cause with privacy, sanitation, hygiene issues to name a few. It 

is not uncommon for service provider employees to have to share a house with another worker as 

part of their organisation provided housing. 

Houses can be designed by architects unfamiliar with the needs of First Nations peoples and the 

specific requirements of outback communities. This can include not taking into consideration the 

sometimes communal or intergenerational living arrangements of some First Nations families, 

designing with energy savings in mind (insulation, vents, verandas, air-conditioning etc) and other 

factors.  

The cost of transport of traditional housing materials can limit building works, restrict types of build, 

decrease building budgets. There are arguments for using locally sources materials such as rock, 

mudbrick, packed dirt and other non-traditional methods of building.  

The availability of skilled trades to do buildings is another consideration. Finding, hiring, housing and 

paying significantly higher amounts to tradies from other towns (and sometimes even companies 

from other states!) is a huge cost burden. This highlights the need for targeted training programs, 

employment opportunities and upskilling of First Nations people in regional and remote areas.  

The housing crisis is not a new one. But the COVID pandemic highlighted the vulnerabilities that 

people in overcrowded houses face.  

Carl and Hakea both witnessed poorly designed two story buildings being built and lived in in Halls 

Creek Western Australia- limited insulation, high reliance of energy consuming air conditioning, 

orientation not suitable to the building, double story where hot air became trapped. Carl knows old 

people who live under tin ‘humpys’, families in caravans or dongas on their family blocks.  

Research the housing crisis in remote communities. Write a 200+ word response outlining the issues 

raised, solutions proposed and barriers to change. Use the following questions as a guide to your 

response. 

Search terms might include: “Housing Crisis in the Kimberley’, ‘Remote outback housing crisis’, ‘First 

Nations housing crisis’.  

1. What statistics were given about households in remote communities experience 

overcrowding?  

2. What statistics were given regarding the average number of people in remote outback 

houses? 

3. What sanitation issues can occur in overcrowded houses?  

4. What health issues stem from overcrowding? 

5. In what ways does overcrowding contribute to youth crime?  

6. What other risks are associated with overcrowding?  

7. Did any of your research identify some short term, medium term or long term solutions to 

the issues? 

 



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Close Communities 
Deklan, the main character in Tracks of the Missing (Magabala 2022) references the worry 

he felt about the closure of communities threatened by the Western Australian Government 

in 2014.  

That year, Western Australian Government announced the closure of as many as 150 of the 

state’s 274 remote communities. While we are many years on, the threat to remote First 

Nations communities across Australia remains.  

Research remote community closures and write a 200+ word response. Use the following 

questions as a guide to help shape your response.  

1. What community consultation had been done before the announcement of the 

closure plan?  

2. Why did Premier Barnett say they were intending to close communities?  

3. What did Tony Abbott say that was controversial?  

4. Why were many First Nations people and their allies upset about the 

announcement? 

5. What would the impacts be if 100-150 communities were closed? 

6. What parallels can be drawn between invasion and subsequent policies- and the 

announcement of the closure of communities?  

7. Research the community of Oombulgurri. Why and how was it closed? What impacts 

did that have on the people in that community and surrounding towns?  

8. What other solutions might exist instead of closing communities? What does Closing 

the Gap say on this issue?  
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Water Safety 
Many of us take safe drinking water for granted. Some of us will have seen the upsetting 

advertisements from charities sharing images of people in other countries drinking from 

dirty water holes or carting water- a truly appalling situation for our fellow humans.  

Did you know even in Australia not every Australian has access to clean, safe drinking water 

either? In our first world, developed nation. On our collective ‘doorstep’.  

Some communities drink water contaminated with arsenic, cadmium, nitrates, uranium, 

lead, and barium. Others are affected by microbes from sewage and animal wastes or 

pesticides. 

Research ‘contaminated’ or ‘unsafe’ drinking water in remote communities. These are some 

of the communities that you might want to focus your investigation on but not limited to: 

Borroloola NT, Katherine NT, Cockatoo Springs WA, Ngalingkadji WA, Pandanus Park NT, 

Laramba NT, Engawala NT, Yuendumu NT, Epenarra NT, Imanpa NT, Atitjere NT, Warruwi 

NT, Angurugu NT, Beswick NT and Numbulwar NT. 

1. What are the causes of the contamination of drinking water?  

2. What are some of the risks of consuming some of the contaminants? 

3. How long have some communities been asking for safe drinking water? 

4. What are some of the suggested solutions to improve drinking water safety?  

5. What are the barriers to improvement of safe drinking water?  
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Live Animal Export 
Deklan in Tracks of the Missing thinks about the remote outback stations, cattle industry 

and treatment of animals.  

Remote outback stations can be worth multi-millions of dollars. Some of our remote 

outback stations are owned by families, others by Aboriginal corporations but many of our 

stations are owned by mining magnates or foreign investors.  

There appear to be strong arguments for and against the cattle trade and live animal export 

in remote outback locations. Investigate the arguments for both sides and write a 200+ 

word response. Use the below guiding questions to support your investigation.  

1. What are the economic advantages to Australia of the live animal export trade? 

2. What are the welfare issues associated with live animal export?  

3. Where are some of our live animal export ports in Australia? 

4. Are live animal exports regulated in other countries? What are some of the countries 

that are of concern to animal rights activists? 

5. Who are the supporters and those who oppose live animal export? 

6. Research the role of cattle farmers and station owners in the invasion of Kimberley 

WA or Northern Territory.  

7. Research the impact that cattle have on the landscape and environment.  
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Rodeo 
Rodeos often play an exciting and connecting event- bringing together farmers, station 

owners and community members. They allow participants to be active, develop skills and 

win prize money. It can also be a highly controversial ‘sport’.  

Some of the controversy is linked to the role of cattle farmers and station owners in 

displacing and disenfranchising First Nations people during invasion and into modern 

history. Other elements of the controversy include the damage that cattle has historically 

done to sacred sites, landscape and environment. But the large part of the opposition to 

rodeos is the animal rights aspects and the high risk sport in places with minimum medical 

facilities.  

Research rodeos in outback communities and write a 200+ word response. Use the below 

questions as guides for your response.  

1. What kind of prize money exists in rodeo competitions in Australia?  

2. What are the benefits of riding in the rodeo to participants?  

3. What are the risks to participants of rodeo?  

4. What are the risks to the animals?  

5. What are the welfare concerns to the animals?  

6. What kind of social behaviours (both positive and negative) do these events 

encourage in participants, farmers and audiences? 

7. Who is empowered by these events? Who is disempowered by these events?  
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Hunting 
First Nations people have been surviving on Country for over 60,000+ years (or since 

Creation). That included using plants and animals as food sources.  

While the methods of hunting for some may have changed, many First Nations people still 

hunt for food and connection to culture. First Nations people in some communities maintain 

the right to hunt even endangered animals- if done sustainably.  

In wider Western society hunting is becoming less of a socially acceptable past-time, activity 

or ‘sport’. There are often regulations about types of animals, methods, quotas and allowed 

sizes, licences and more in an attempt to regulate hunting. Some would argue that there is 

no need to include meat in our diet at all- and that all animal consumption is cruel, 

unnecessary, unsustainable and negatively impacts our environment.  

It could be said that our industrial, modern farming practising are less humane than hunting 

on Country. It might also be argued that hunting on Country is more environmentally 

friendly and sustainable. Others might say that being involved in the process allows you to 

be sustainable and appreciate your food more.  

Your task is to research the complexities of the First Nations hunting debate and form your 

own 200+ word response to the issue. Use the below questions to guide your research. 

1. What are the key differences between First Nations hunting and the sport of 

hunting?  

2. What are the key differences between First Nations hunting and commercial farming 

practices? 

3. What are the animal welfare issues with hunting?  

4. What are the dangers of hunting? 

5. Investigate the hunting rights or restrictions in your local area.  

   



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Overseas Land Ownership 
Overseas individuals, corporations and investors own a variety of Australian real estate 

including remote outback mines, stations, ports and farms. A percentage of the profits from 

some of this land goes overseas. Some people also hold concerns about the tax benefits, 

planning controls, national security risks that this type of ownership poses. Others would 

argue foreign investment brings in extra money for projects that Australian could not fund, 

overseas funded infrastructure, creates jobs and is good for the economy.  

Research the issue of foreign ownership of remote outback mines, stations, ports and farms. 

Write a 200+ response to the topic using the below guiding questions or your own.  

Some that you may investigate include but not restricted to: Port of Darwin, S. Kidman and 

Co Cattle Station, Vietnamese Clean Agriculture and International Tourism (CAIT). 

1. What do the statistics say about foreign ownership in Australia?  

2. What are the benefits of foreign ownership in remote Australia?  

3. What are the negatives or risks of foreign ownership in remote Australia?  

4. How do you think the First Nations traditional custodians feel about foreign 

ownership of remote outback Australia?  

5. Investigate issues with damaging of scared sites or clearing land illegally by 

companies who own remote outback areas. 

6. Investigate ‘water’ ownership associated with these sales. 

7. Investigate environmental concerns associated with foreign ownership of outback 

land.  
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Outback Education 
Families are first teachers.  

Many First Nations people don’t speak Standard Australian English until they are at school. 

They may speak traditional language, Kriole or Aboriginal English.  

Imagine trying to learn maths or history or art- all in a different language! Trying to learn 

times tables or shapes from a teacher speaking in Malaysian Malay or German or French. 

That is essentially the equivalent of what many remote outback students have to try to do.  

Some schools in remote outback communities teach in first language in early years classes, 

others take a bilingual approach, and many use Standard Australian English from the 

beginning.  

Australian schools are structures around Western education systems and comply with the 

Australian Curriculum. This may or may not address the unique needs of First Nations 

students in outback schools.  

Teachers and First Nations teachers aim to allow First Nations children to live ‘two ways’ 

strong- being able to operate and live successful in both worlds. 

Tracks of the Missing highlights the issues that can be created or faced by having teachers 

(and other professions) coming from other community to fill roles in remote communities. 

The book also highlighted the need to build on First Nations strengths, languages and 

culture. 

Reflect on the importance of ‘first languages’ and impact of Western Schooling systems. 

Write a 200+ word response using the below questions as guides.  

1. What impact do you think learning at school in a different language would have had 

on your school achievements? 

2. Look at the ‘8 Ways of Learning’ theory. Do you think these elements are visible in 

your school? Would you like learning using these elements? 

3. What does Closing the Gap report say about education and schooling? 
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Racism 
Tracks of the Missing highlights issues of racism that impact First Nations people in remote 

outback communities.  

Australia has a long and complex history with Australians of non-European descent 

migrants, immigrants, tourists and those we interact with from other countries. There have 

been many blatantly racists policies and laws in our modern Australian history.   

Research this topic and write a 200+ word response to the issue of racism. You might use 

the below guiding questions or write some of your own.  

Website search terms may include: ‘racism in outback communities’ and ‘racism against 

First Nations Australians’. You may* have school or community members who would be 

open to discussing the topic with you based on their lived experience. 

1. Define what ‘racism’ is.  

2. What are the factors that cause ‘racist’ views? 

3. What are some of events from our ‘racist’ past?  

4. How has Australia’s history shaped some of the racist views that exist in our 

community today?  

5. What are the impacts of racism on individuals and communities of diverse 

backgrounds?  

6. What are some of the impacts that might happen to those who hold ‘racist’ views?  

7. How do we define if someone’s views are ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ and which views towards 

race are ‘right’ or ‘wrong’? Is there a line? Or is the issue more ‘grey’ than that?  

8. What impacts does racism have on First Nations people and communities?  

9. What can be done to reduce or irradicate racism in Australia?  
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Outsider Workers 
Many remote outback communities rely on service providers and operators from outside 

the community. Teachers, police officers, nurses, doctors are often hired from outside the 

community. There is often traveling professionals who service many of the communities 

across vast geographical distances including legal experts, psychologists, vets, mechanics, 

builders, electricians and more. Outside employees can also be in positions of power in local 

councils and community stores- although not always the case. These workers often receive 

subsidised or free accommodation, generous financial incentives and other career benefits. 

The equivalent local workers- even equally qualified- sometimes don’t qualify for the same 

benefits.  

There can be many barriers to local First Nations people studying or upskilling into those 

roles including financial, geographical, language, academic achievement, culture awareness 

of tertiary providers, lack of on country learning opportunities and more. There are more 

and more role models and leaders in these roles in remote outback communities.  

These outside workers can bring with them many benefits- new perspectives, new skills, 

new awareness and support. But the reliance on outside professionals also has risks, 

downfalls and vulnerabilities.  

Research the benefits, risks and solutions to the reliance on outside service providers in 

remote outback communities. Respond in 200+ words using the guiding questions below.  

1. What are some of the service providers required in remote outback communities?  

2. What are some of the barriers that exist for First Nations people in remote outback 

communities upskilling to take on roles in services?  

3. What are some of the risks associated with outside people undertaking roles in 

remote communities?  
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Local Skills Building 
First Nations remote communities are often reliant on skills from outside of their 

community. While there definitely exist First Nations people who are highly qualified and 

skilled in our remote outback communities- there are often many barriers to accessing 

training and skills which lead to skills shortages.  

This leads to a reliance on outside contractors and service providers doing jobs for 

community members- including plumbing, electricians, shop keepers, teachers and more.  

The lack of local services, skilled workers can lead to lack of maintenance, delays in 

maintenance, issues with service interruptions, cost issues and more.  

Local skills (capacity) building is a powerful tool for self-reliance and self-determination. It 

allows for local business and economics, increased employment, decreased wait times and 

more.  

Issues that impact local capacity building may include: transience of local people, limited 

literacy and numeracy skills, cultural commitments clashing with training dates, the need to 

travel for formal training in larger centres, accreditation barriers, lack of cultural awareness 

from training providers and more.  

Research and respond in 200+ words. 

1. Make a list of the skilled trades and professions that you interact with regularly- this 

could be police, teachers, medical, but also electrical etc.  

2. What factors may inhibit First Nations people from remote outback communities to 

study a degree online? 

3. How can we ‘close the gap’ on the regional and remote skills shortages? 
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Illegal Substance Trade 
Remote outback communities are geographically distant from towns and cities. Some are on 

rough dirt tracks only accessible by 4WD vehicles at certain times of the year and become 

inaccessible by road for other months. So, they might be the last place you would expect 

there to be access to drugs or illegal substances.  

Tracks of the Missing highlights some of the damage that the illegal drug and alcohol trade 

can do to remote outback communities.  

Some outback police stations patrol vast geographical distances, many main roads and even 

more back tracks. Managing sly grog and illegal drugs across distances, in communities they 

may spend very little time in, with limited police resources- can be very challenging.  

Some communities have been designated as ‘dry’ communities by choice, others by policy 

at a Government level. This means that the sale and sometimes consumption of alcohol is 

prohibited. Some community members have been pushing for more support to reduce drug 

and drinking issues in their communities. Others want the freedom to buy or consume 

alcohol in their communities. Some communities have significant issues with drugs and/or 

alcohol, and others have no issue with these substances at all. As happens in all towns, cities 

and communities there are a range of needs, strengths and vulnerabilities.   

Research the search terms ‘sly grog in outback communities’, ‘drug trade in remote outback 

communities’.  

1. From your research, what illegal substances have been reported on as causing issues 

in remote communities?  

2. What are the factors that lead to increased drug trade? 

3. What factors are deterrents to illegal drug and alcohol trade in remote 

communities?  

4. What is being done to reduce drug and alcohol in remote communities?  
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Climate Change 
Climate change is set to bring more extreme and more frequent weather events. The novel, 

Tracks of the Missing, has a flash flood and grass fire impact the national park. The novel is 

most likely set in Northern Western Australia or Northern Territory (although it could be 

reasonably set in South Australia, Queensland or inland New South Wales)- where some 

towns regularly stretches of hot and humid weather over 40 degrees Celsius. Drought is 

common. The First Nations Elders are noticing seasons changing.  

Some of our remote communities exist in the Torres Strait Islands, other low lying coastal 

communities. These may seem at more urgent risks.  

Research climate change on remote outback communities, First Nations populations and 

our low-lying coastal remotes. Write a 200+ word response on your findings.  

1. What is climate change?  

2. What does research and science say about climate change?  

3. What are some of the unique impacts that remote outback communities face?  

4. What are some of the unique impacts that remote coastal communities face? (this 

might include communities such as Ardyaloon (One Arm Point) or Wyndham WA, or 

even places like Darwin NT).  

5. What can individual communities do to mitigate the danger?  

6. What can broader society do to mitigate the danger for ourselves and our remote 

community ‘neighbours’?  
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Mining 
Mining is a big industry in Australia and forms one of our biggest exports. The industry hires 

big, pays big and can have some big economic benefits. There is also the other side- 

environmental impacts, impact on local landscapes, remediation plans, life cycle of the 

mines, disposal of tailings, impact on global warming, role as ‘global citizens’, protection of 

First Nations sacred sites and other issues.  

First Nations communities may have little say in new or existing mining activities. Others will 

have a big part to play in approvals for mines. Some may argue that mining companies are 

well educated and resourced- while Elders in some communities may have less resources to 

make informed decisions about the long-term impact of mining on their Country.  

 

Research mining in Australia. Use the below questions as guides. Respond in 200+ words.  

1. Make a list of the types of mining that occur in Australia. 

2. How much is the mining industry in Australia worth?  

3. Who are the big Australian mining magnates? 

4. Find 5 news articles about First Nations people and mining. What is the general 

theme of those articles- is mining beneficial or detrimental to First Nations people?  

5. Find 5 news articles about mining and the environment. What is the general theme 

of those articles- is mining beneficial or detrimental to the environment? 
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Deaths in Custody 
A Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody was commissioned 1991. Since then 

there has been hundreds of First Nations people die in custody. As of 2022 no-one has been 

convicted with any of those deaths. The Walker case in 2022 was controversial for many 

reasons including suppression of evidence, an all-white jury and other issues. In his original 

trial- Officer Rolf was found ‘not guilty’. 

 

1. How many First Nations people are in Australian prisons?  

2. What percentage of our prison population is of First Nations background? What 

percentage of the Australian population are First Nations? What is the problem with 

these two statistics?  

3. What factors contribute to the high levels of incarceration of First Nations people? 

4. What were some of the recommendations by the 1991 Royal Commission report?  

5. How many First Nations people died in prison or police custody this year?  

6. How many First Nations people have died since the Royal commission in 1991? 

7. Do you think these are acceptable numbers? Explain.  

8. What do you think can be done to improve survival rates of First Nations people in 

custody? 
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Treaty 
Australia does not have a treaty with it’s First Nations peoples. There has been no 

settlement, agreement, pact, covenant or accord with First Nations people in Australia. 

Sovereignty was not ceded.  

Many First Nations peoples feel that a lack of treaty demonstrates the denial of their 

sovereignty and a denial of their existence prior to invasion. Some First Nations people feel 

that a formal treaty would be a better step towards reconciliation. An acknowledgement an. 

Supporters of treaty say it would be recognition, define the relationship between 

Australians and First Nations Australians, provide better protection for First Nations 

peoples, improve self-governance and provide structures for decision making.  

There have been times when the idea of a treaty agreement has been explored including by 

Australian Governors or Prime Ministers.  

Those with a different view suggest that it would be challenging, expensive and length to 

come to a single treaty or many with each language group. The diversity of Australian First 

Nations experience, culture, language and more means that there are many voices to be 

heard and ideas to be processed. Others say that the Australian public would not support a 

treaty. Some say what is in the past is in the past and we must move forward as we are 

without a treaty. The debate on both sides is divisive and complex.  

Reflect on the idea of a treaty with First Nations peoples. Use the below questions as guides 

to research the topic and then respond in 200+ words. 

1. Define a treaty in your own words.  

2. Find out about the treaties with other First Nations peoples in other countries such 

as New Zealand. What happened? In what ways has the treaty shaped the country? 

3. Think about times when someone has had an expectation of you but no formal 

agreement. Maybe like what your parents want you to do for housework- but 

without a formal agreement sometimes this can cause tension. Reflect on other 

situations like this.  

4. Listen to the Yothu Yindi song Treaty. What messages can you interpret from the 

song?  

5. List the arguments for and against a treaty with First Nations peoples.  

6. Who are the voices on both sides of the debate?  

 

 

  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Self-Determination 
Self-determination is essentially the “fundamental right of people to shape their own lives” (Human 

Rights Australia). What that includes and looks like is different for many people- and because First 

Nations communities are so diverse it is hard to say exactly what that ‘should’ look like for everyone. 

It does mean that First Nations communities have the freedom to decide on what they want their 

‘good life’ to look like based on their values, culture and beliefs. 

First Nations peoples, in general, are pushing for the self-governance: 

-  of their communities and/or traditional lands 

- decisions that affect their lives 

- formal recognition of group identities including Nations, and/or language groups, and/or 

clans, and/or family alliances and communities. 

- of economics, social and cultural development 

A survey of First Nations peoples in 2012 by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice 

Commissioner found important elements might include:  

- representative bodies 

- First Nations schools, justice systems, health systems 

- Control over own lives 

- Participation in decisions about First Nations people 

- Valuing First Nations Laws 

- Own Governments 

- Own sovereign states 

Ways that this can be driven from the grassroots level include: 

- Respecting and prioritising culture 

- Supporting healing 

- Addressing racism and creating cultural safety 

- Upskilling and empowering communities 

- Sharing of decision making 

- Transferring power to communities 

- Resourcing for success 

- Frameworks  

Reflect on the information provided about ‘self-determination’ and research further details. Use the 

below guiding questions or form your own- to use to shape a 200+ word response.  

1. What is ‘self-determination’? Why is self-determination important?  

2. Do you think the communities you are part of have ‘self-determination’?  

3. Do you think First Nations peoples in your community/ies have ‘self-determination’? 

4. What are the arguments for greater ‘self-determination’?  

5. What are the arguments to maintain the ‘status quo’ or ‘against self-determination’?  

6. How do you feel about First Nations self-determination?  

  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Constitutional Recognition 
On the 1st January 1901 the Australian Constitution was established- ‘uniting’ the 

Commonwealth of Australia. Despite invasion, First Nations people never ceding sovereignty 

and a long history of Australian occupation- The Australian Constitution is the founding 

document of our nation and is the pre-eminent source of our law.  

The Constitution was drafted in a time where those in power had different values and ideas- 

including that Australian belonged to no-one before European ‘settlement’ and First Nations 

peoples were considered primitive and a ‘dying race’. 

The only way to change our Constitution is through a referendum- that has significant rules 

and expectations around ‘majority vote’. There have been referendums in the past including 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander’s rights to vote in 1967.  

There are First Nations people, in living memory, who have spent their entire lives under 

policies or laws that controlled or restricted their lives based on race- some in missions or 

Government reserve communities. Under some laws and in these environments, First 

Nations people had employment, marriage, movement and even things like daily supplies, 

finance and schedules managed by others. Generations of lack of ‘self-determination’ and 

lack of constitution have caused deep trauma, lack of skills and knowledge that have 

increased disadvantage. 

As of writing in 2022, there is no mention of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

The Constitution still allows racial discrimination against people of other races. 

There is so much more to this issue that you are invited to now investigate. Use the below 

questions to guide your investigation and then write 200+ words in response. 

- View the Australian Constitution- what stands out to you? 

- What are the arguments for First Nations recognition in the Australian Constitution?  

- What are the arguments against First Nations recognition in the Australian 

Constitution? 

- What are some of the ways that First Nations Constitution might occur? 

- Read the Uluru Statement from the Heart- what stands out to you? 

- What is your opinion on the Constitutional Recognition? 

 

  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Land Rights 
Evidence shows First Nations peoples have occupied Australia for over 60,000 years- or 

according to First Nations people since Creation. The connection to Country runs deep and 

long weaving in ways of being, knowing, culture, language and lives.  

First Nations people have been fighting a long battle for Country since invasion. Sovereignty 

was never ceded. Australia has a long history of resistance fighters, petitions and protests 

for Land Rights.  

The Mabo case and Native Title Act were turning points in the Land Rights battle.  

Investigate the issue of Land Rights today. Use the following questions as guides or write 

your own. Write a 200+ word reflection of your new understandings of Land Rights issues.  

- What is the current situation with Land Rights in Australia? 

- What issues still exist with Land Rights in Australia? 

- What are the requirements that a First Nations cultural group must meet to ‘prove’ 

they are the traditional owners of Country?  

- What issues have existed between First Nations groups in regards to Land Rights? 

- Whose traditional lands do you live on?  

- In what ways do you or your school acknowledge the traditional custodians of land?  

 

  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Close the Gap 
In 2008, the then Prime Minister Keven Rudd and opposition leader Brendan Nelson signed 

the Close the Gap Statement of Intent which committed future governments to work 

towards closing the gap to reduce disparities in health, education and employment 

outcomes. This is an annual report that outlines progress towards these 2007 agreements 

and set new directions: 

- To close the life expectancy gap within a generation (2030) 

- To halve the gap in mortality rates for Indigenous children under five within a decade 

(by 2018) 

- To ensure access to early childhood education for all Indigenous four-year olds in 

remote communities within five years (by 2025) 

- To halve the gap in reading, writing and numeracy for children within a decade (by 

2018) 

- To halve the gap for Indigenous students in year 12 attainment rates by 2020 

- To halve the gap in employment outcomes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

Australians within a decade (by 2018). 

 

Research the Closing the Gap report. Use the following questions as guides when 

conducting your research and writing a 200+ word report on your findings.  

- Why is the Closing the Gap report important?  

- Did Australia reach it’s 2018 reading, writing and numeracy target? The mortality 

rates by 2018? Or the 2020 Year 12 attainment gap? Employment outcomes by 

2018? What has happened since?  

- Is Australia on track to achieve the other targets?  

- What role do you think you play when considering the Closing the Gap report- as an 

Australian, ally and future voter?  

- Are there other gaps that have not been identified?  

- What are some of the barriers to reaching these targets?  

 

 

  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Raise the Age of Criminal Responsibility 
In Tracks of the Missing, Deklan is a young offender involved in what he sees as petty crime. 

There is much more to this story than the book was able to cover.  

There have been calls to #raisetheage. In Australia the age of criminal responsibility in 2022 

is 10 but some groups are pushing to have that lifted to 14 years old. Supporters of the 

‘Raise the Age’ campaign say that children 10-13 are not old enough to have criminal 

responsibility.  

This debate rages while there are high juvenile crime rates in remote and rural 

communities. Some people are arguing that more needs to be done to control young 

offenders- including options for incarceration. They argue that the broader needs of 

community safety need to be taken into consideration and that some offending young 

people come from backgrounds that don’t support their rehabilitation or reduce offending- 

that incarceration is a better space for recovery. Others say ‘just get them off our streets’. 

Others believe that that ‘more’ should be family supports, individual interventions, cultural 

approaches and more. They argue that children’s brains are not developed enough to 

understand the consequences of actions- and that these young people need support not 

punishment- it is a public health issue not a criminal justice one. They also argue that First 

Nations children are disproportionately affected, the younger a child enters the criminal 

justice system the more likely they are to reoffend. Those in support of raising the age of 

criminal responsibility also say that to put a child through the legal system and incarceration 

is expensive- and that these funds could be better spent on prevention, rehabilitation and 

supports rather than detention. 

A look on any regional or outback community noticeboard on Facebook will see people fed 

up from regional crime.  

Do your own research to further understand this issue. Use the below questions as guides or 

use your own- then write a 200+ word response. 

- What is the current age of criminal responsibility?  

- What is being done with young offenders who are younger than the criminal age of 

responsibility?  

- At what age can someone be tried in adult court? 

- What are some of the most common crimes committed by young people in 

Australia? 

- What is the impact of incarceration on young people- particularly those in the 10-14 

age categories? 

- What are some of the alternatives instead of juvenile detention or jail?   

- What are some of the ‘solutions’ proposed by stakeholders in this debate? 

 
 



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Over-Representation of First Nations in Justice System 
First Nations people are disproportionately represented in our justice systems. This could be 

attributed to the cumulative impacts of intergenerational trauma from invasion, massacres, 

disposed of land/language/culture and successive policies. With trauma can come negative 

coping patterns including drugs, alcohol, violence, crime, poverty, poor mental health, poor 

physical health and other anti-social behaviours. Other factors include systemic racism 

which means Western Systems that don’t acknowledge the diversity of Australian peoples- 

and are often specifically detrimental to First Nations peoples.  

Arguments against any change in our justice system argue: do the crime do the time, 

everyone must follow the same laws and have the same consequences.  

Investigate the issue of over representation of First Nations people in the Justice System 

yourself. Use the below questions as guides or create your own. Respond in 200+ words.  

1. How many people identified as First Nations in the most recent census? What 

percent of the population are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander?  

2. How many First Nations people are in jail in Australia? What percentage of the 

prison population does that represent?  

3. What factors contribute to the over-representation of First Nations people in our 

justice system?  

4. What options have been presented to reduce the number of First Nations people in 

jail?  

5. What impact do you think the over representation of First Nations peoples in jails 

has on our society? 

 

 

 

  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Let’s 
Debates 

 
  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Debate Formats 
Line debate 

Mark a ‘yes’ side of the classroom and a ‘no’ side of the classroom. Read a statement to 

students and ask them to move to the side of the room according to their beliefs on the 

topic. Once there they have 30-60secs to discuss their views with a partner. Teacher will 

then call on 4 people alternating sides and points of view- as well as moderating comments 

and maintaining the class focus on speaker. Everyone returns to the middle to begin again. 

Inside outside circle 

Split your class into two even groups. One form a circle facing out, around them the other 

group forms a circle facing in. Students should be looking at a pair- uneven numbers a 

teacher will need to step in, or have two students pair up and move together. Teacher 

states a topic, gives 10 seconds think time, then inside circle have 30seconds to state their 

view before teacher signals for 30seconds for outside circle to share their view. Teacher 

then says ‘rotate # to the right/left’- you can control who ends up with who pay specifically 

planning how many people they must rotate past before stopping. State a new statement 

and repeat.  

The topics that might* be suitable for your class debates are below- use those or create 

your own. Note- it might be fun to do some light hearted ones to learn the structures and 

activity before doing the serious stuff. 

 

Missing Persons 
Tourists should have to complete an ‘outback awareness’ training course before being 

granted tourist visas to Australia. 

Tourists who go missing should have to pay back the costs of their rescue.  

First Nations trackers should be employed by the emergency services to assist in missing 

persons cases in regional and remote bushlands.  

  

 

Extreme Weather 
More needs to be done to mitigate extreme weather events. 

We should have a national insurance scheme for extreme weather events.  

We should ban building of houses in areas at risk of extreme weather events. 

 



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Housing Crisis 
There is a housing crisis in many parts of Australia- remote communities should not be 

prioritised.  

Home ownership should be subsidised not community housing projects.  

Community housing project should be top priority to improve outcomes for First Nations 

people in remote communities.  

Outback houses should be built with a capacity building and skills building component so 

outside tradies must employ or upskill local people to complete the build alongside them.  

More funding is needed to improve housing in remote outback communities.  

Housing is a basic right.  

First Nations voices need to be heard on the solutions to the housing crisis.  

 

Close Communities 
First Nations people should be free to live on traditional lands.  

The WA Government should do a transition to First Nations ownership and slow release of 

community services such as power, sewerage, rubbish, water etc that were threatened to 

be withdrawn in 2014.  

The Government should fund and support basic services to all Australians no matter the size 

of community and geographical distance.  

Country is an integral part of First Nations identity. 

Connection to Country is important for mental health.  

Closing communities would save the taxpayer lots of money.  

 

Water Safety 
It is unacceptable that in modern Australia some of our citizens are unable to access safe 

drinking water.  

Regular testing should be done in remote outback communities to ensure safe drinking 

water.  

All Australians should have access to safe drinking water.  

 



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Live animal export 
Live animal export should be banned in Australia.  

Live animal export needs to be more heavily monitored.  

Live animal export needs to have more accountability. 

Live animal export plays an important part in the Australian economy.  

It should be up to farmers what they do with their animals.  

Live animal export is a cruel industry.  

 

Rodeo 
Rodeo is a healthy sport for body and mind.  

Rodeo is a respected sport.  

Rodeo is a dangerous sport.  

Rodeo is a cruel sport.  

Rodeo should be banned in Australia.  

Rodeo should be better regulated in Australia. 

Rodeo should be promoted and invested in more heavily.  

 

Hunting 
Hunting is a cruel sport.  

First Nations people should be allowed to hunt for food.  

Hunting is an important part of culture. 

Hunting is better than factory farming. 

Hunting is better than industrial farming.  

Fishing is a form of hunting.  

Fishing is as cruel as hunting land animals.  

Both fishing and hunting increase self-sufficiency.  

 



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Overseas Land Ownership 
Australia should ban the sale of Australian land to overseas individuals, companies and 

investors.  

Australia should implement a ‘buy back’ scheme for land.  

The public should be made aware of the exact figures of overseas investment in Australian 

land.  

In a housing affordability crisis, overseas investment should be paused. 

Overseas land ownership plays an important part of Australian economy.  

Everyone should be able to buy Australian land.  

 

Outback Education 
More funding is needed for outback education.  

More local trained First Nations teachers are needed in remote education.  

We need more First Nations voices in Australian education.  

All education should be the same.  

Remote schools should be funded the same as city schools.  

 

Racism 
Racism should not exist in Australian society.  

Education is the key to ending racism in Australia.  

Racism is a part of Australian culture.  

Freedom of speech makes space for racist views.  

 

Outsider Workers 
More needs to be done to train up local First Nations people to take on roles in their 

communities.  

There should be compulsory culture awareness training for new workers in outback 

communities.  

 



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

Local Skills Building 
More people from cities should get the chance to work in remote communities.  

Local jobs should be reserved for local people.  

Employers should work with local people to upskill to fill gaps.  

We need the best people for the job- irrespective of their race or location.  

There need to be more First Nations targeted positions.  

 

Illegal Substance Trade 
‘Trauma’ is the gateway to addiction.  

More needs to be done to stop the trafficking of illegal substances into remote 

communities.  

Addiction is a mental health issue not a criminal issue.  

There should be harsher penalties for drug and sly grog traffickers.  

Drugs should be legalised. 

Alcohol restrictions should be reversed in remote communities.  

 

Climate Change  
We are already feeling the affects of climate change.  

Climate change will disproportionately affect First Nations peoples.  

Climate change will disproportionately affect remote outback communities.  

Climate change should not be our biggest focus.  

Funding should be spread across all priority areas equally. 

 

Mining 
Australian minerals should be for Australians only- not international companies.  

Mining should be banned on or near sacred sites. 

Mining negatively impacts our environment. 

Mining is essential in modern society.  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

  

Deaths in Custody 
Any death in custody should be a criminal investigation. 

More needs to be done to reduce deaths in custody. 

More needs to be done to protect police and prison wardens from criminal investigations in 

deaths in custody cases.  

If in custody, criminals need to face the consequences.  

I trust police are doing the best they can do to reduce deaths in custody.  

 

Treaty 
Australia needs to come to a treaty with First Nations people as a whole.  

Individual states/territories should create treaty agreements with the language groups in 

their territory.  

Treaty is an important part of reconciliation.  

We do not need a treaty with First Nations peoples.  

A treaty is just a symbolic action and would have no tangible impacts.  

 

Compensation 
Stolen Generations should receive compensation for their pain and suffering.  

There should be compensation for lost wages.  

There should not be compensation to First Nations peoples.  

 

Self-Determination 
First Nations communities should have the power to be involved in decision making about 

their community.  

First Nations communities should have a more of a voice.  

First Nations peoples should be on all levels of Government.  

Quotas can help improve First Nations voices.  



Deeper understanding of these issues will help you link to issues raised in the novel… 

 

Constitutional Recognition 
Constitutional recognition is just tokenism.  

Constitutional recognition has the power to create change.  

Constitutional recognition would ensure First Nations voices are respected and heard.  

Constitutional recognition creates more division not less.  

 

Land Rights 
Australian sovereignty was never ceded.  

Australia was invaded.  

Australia’s first peoples were Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.  

 

Close the Gap 
More needs to be done to ‘Close the Gap’. 

Missed targets in the Close the Gap are unacceptable.  

 

Raise the Age of Criminal Responsibility 
The age of criminal responsibility should be raised.  

The age of criminal responsibility should be lowered.  

The age of criminal responsibility should stay the same.  

 

Over-Representation of First Nations in Justice System 
More money is needed for diversion programs. 

More funding is needed to address the issues that underlay juvenile offending.  

The law is the law no matter what race. 
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