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Instructions 
As with many of our resources the activities in this pack are designed to be diverse to allow 

teachers to use their professional discretion about which ones are best for their classes. 

Some teachers often write-off some of the more hands on activities as ‘too young’ or 

thinking their students wont by into the lessons- but often you might be surprised. 

Engaging, hands-on activities are a way for knowledge to more effectively ‘sink in’ for 

students, as well as making your novel study more fun and memorable.  

Your students may need ‘training’ on how to ‘re-engage’ with fun, hands on activities. They 

may not be used to them or may have ‘shame factor’ when asked to do collaborative 

learning or engage with other students.  

These can be overcome by doing smaller tasks first, ask students to interact with fewer 

students at first (pair work) and then build up to the larger activities. The way you manage 

activities with rules, expectations and boundaries will create a sense of safety.  

Some ways you might use the activities in this pack:  

• Use the activity suggestions as a guide to create your own class activities more 

tailored to the age/maturity level, literacy or other needs of your students 

• Cut the activity instructions out and give to students as task cards 

• Read the instructions to your students and then set them on the task  

 

  



Pre-Reading 
Hands On 
Activities 

 

 

 

  



All Write Round Robin 
Resources: sticky notes or slips of paper, pens/pencils 

1. Students are grouped into small groups of approx. 4 students.  

2. Looking at the front and back cover of the book Tracks of the Missing everyone 

writes their predictions about what will happen in the text.  

3. Place them in a central place in the middle of the group. 

4. Students discuss their predictions and justify their guess.  

5. Students then decide on the most likely storyline/plot predictions to share with the 

whole class.  

6. This process activates prior knowledge, creates connections and encourages 

students to listen/read carefully to see if their predictions come true. 

 

Word Association 
Resources: Word Cards, sheet of paper and pen/pencil 

1. In groups of approximately 4 students are given the Word Cards.  

2. They take turns selecting a card and going around the circle until the last person 

can’t give an associated word. The student before them gets to keep the card.  

Example: feather> bird, white, colourful, bushtucker, animal, light, keratin, 

aerodynamic, magic 

3. Once groups have finished they need to reflect on the word cards provided and 

decide on the common themes, links and ideas that might provide clues to what is in 

the book.  

4. Students create shared prediction to present to the wider class.    

 

Connect the Pictures 
Resources: Picture Cards, large sheets of paper for each group, textas 

1. Group students into 2-3.  

2. Provide students with the Picture Cards. 

3. Students must make inferences to predict how these images may be related, the 

common themes and how this might play out in the text.  

4. Students record their guesses of the image meaning and connections on a large 

sheet of paper.  

5. Remind students of the expectations of a Gallery Walk- including no negative 

comments, respectful and kind language only, keep hands and feet to ourselves 

6. Ask students to put their work in a circle on the floor, then invite students to walk 

around the circle looking at each other’s predictions.  

7. Discuss thoughts and reflections on the connections other students made. 



Generic During Reading 

Hands On 
Activities 

 
 

  



Literary Postcards 

Resources: Postcard sized paper, pencils  

Students must depict a key scene from their chapter on the front of the postcard and then 

write an update from one of the characters on the other side.  

 

Statues 
Resources: Allocated chapter from the book, (optional: props from the classroom or outside 

with negotiation of teacher) 

1. Students are allocated a small group of 3-5 students.  

2. Students must decide how to best represent the chapter with their bodies in a ‘still 

frame’ statue display. Think about body language, facial expression, how the 

characters would interact, and the best part of the chapter to represent.  

3. Groups are called up to present their freeze frame statues.  

4. The other groups might try to guess which part of the chapter the presenting group 

are doing.  

5. Presenting group might be asked to explain their statues, why they chose that part 

and the different ways they tried to represent characters/themes/plot points. 

 

Diorama 
Resources: Cardboard, scissors, pencils/pens, glue, small boxes 

1. Students are allocated pairs to work in. 

2. Teacher allocates the chapter, character or theme the pair are to focus on. Such as 

represent the theme of racism, or show Deklan in his most important scene, or 

represent Chapter 6. This will depend on chapter/after reading study, and teacher’s 

purpose for task (demonstrate understanding of character, theme, knowledge of 

text etc). 

3. Students must create a scene from the book in diorama form- including characters, 

background, labels and short explanation.  

4. Students might : draw all parts of their diorama and stick them in, collect props from 

outside such as leaves and grass for foliage, use lego or plastercine etc. Teacher 

might set specific constraints around what resources can and can not be used.  

5. Teacher to allocate when and how long the task could take. This might include a 

specific amount of class time, could include time as homework. Generally one 

planning lesson and two or three activity lessons would be plenty for this kind of task 

(1- plan, 2- gather resources and begin prep, 3- putting everything together, 4- labels 

and written piece).  

 



Group Discussion  
Resources: Topic Discussion Cards 

1. Teacher allocates a topic to each group.  

2. Group must discuss the topic and come to a consensus about the topic.  

3. Students present their response to the class.  

 

Word Art 

Resources: paper, markers, pencils, textas 

Create a piece of word art that represents the chapter you have just read. This might be the 

general idea, theme or plot point of the chapter or could be the chapter title itself- such as 

‘lost’, ‘conflicted’, ‘knowledge’, ‘power’, ‘crash’. 

Students must use their creativity and understanding of the text to design the word as art, 

or incorporate other visual symbols or images into the piece to represent the chapter.  

 

Text Based Drawings 

Resources: Paper, pencils  

Draw and label a picture of your interpretation or recall of the chapter.  

 

Tweet Sheets 
Resources: The Tweet Sheet template, pencils 

For this chapter you have just read, create a ‘tweet sheet’ of what one (or multiple) of the 

secondary characters might have been doing on social media throughout the story.  

 

Game Questions 
Resources: Index cards and fine point markers or other colourful writing implements  

1. Students write questions with answers, one per card 

2. Use student’s questions for games once the novel is finished such as Jeopardy, 20 

Questions 

 



Dramatic Reading 
Resources: voice recorder, scene card 

Set up a recorder and have students choose a scene to read aloud and record.  

Ask students to use sound effects, voices for characters and bring the chapter to life.  

 

Conversation with a Character 
Resources: Text Message template 

1. Students write a series of text messages from themselves to one of the characters, 

with replies from the character in this chapter.  

2. The challenge in Tracks of the Missing will be that Deklan and grandfather are out of 

reception for a large part of the text. So who can receive text messages and what are 

they doing while Deklan and grandfather trek through the bush? Students must think 

outside the box and use knowledge of text to craft their responses.  

 

 

  



Chapter Specific Activities 

Hands On 
Activities 

 
 

  



Chapter 1 Alarm 
Stand Up If… 

Ask students to do different actions based on the question: 

- Stand up if you have ever been to the outback 

- Clap if you have ever been to Uluru 

- Make a funny face if you have ever been to a place with red dirt 

- Thumbs up if you have ever met a police officer 

- Fancy hands if you have ever used a UHF 

- Wriggle if you have ever sat in a truck 

Think-Pair-Share 

In a ‘Think-Pair-Share’ students get asked a question, they have 20 seconds to think, then in 

pairs they share their answers to each other, then you call for students to the class.  

- What do you think has happened to Mr Henry? 

- What would you do if you were in Deklan’s position? 

- What do you think of this chapter? 

- What do you think will happen next?  

Weather forecast 

Students work in pairs to present a short news and weather report based on the first 

chapter. Challenge- students can be challenged to use similes or metaphors to describe the 

weather.  

ABC Radio 

Represent an ABC radio segment about reports of the death of prominent cattle station 

owner in the outback. Challenge- interviews with people on the ground that have been 

mentioned in the text.  

Role Play Truckies 

In pairs students role play two truckies passing on the gossip of the morning’s events. What 

information from the text can they weave into their dialogue?  

Officer Thomas and Ms Wilson Dialogue 

Write and act out the dialogue between Officer Thomas and Ms Wilson prior to Deklan 

being called into the office. What would they be talking about?  

 

 

 



Chapter 2 Not a usual day 
Popcorn shoutout 

‘Popcorn shoutouts’ are where you invite students to randomly just call out their answers 

while someone records the big ideas on the whiteboard.  

- Things we work out about Mr Henry 

- Things we learn about the town 

- Things we learn about Deklan 

- Things we learn about the missing bus 

Officer Thomas and Ms Wilson convo after Deklan 

Invite students to work in pairs to create the most likely dialogue Officer Thomas and Ms 

Wilson have after Deklan leaves the office. Students should try to weave in quotes or 

information from the text into the role play they create.  

Note passing 

In pairs, students write a series of notes to each other as if they were Deklan and his friends. 

These notes could include information from the book about the mysteries afoot, mention 

characters from the book, help formulate a plan of action or other things the students 

would likely be swapping notes about at this point.  

 

Chapter 3 Tech detectives  
Map the Area 

Use the information provided in this chapter to ‘map’ the town as Deklan describes. You 

might* provide students with additional information that the town could be based on 

Wyndham, Kununurra or Halls Creek in the Kimberley- they could look at these as 

inspiration for what to include.  

Bookshelf Titles 

Deklan looks through the maps section of the school library. Students draw the bookshelf 

with other possible titles- or write the list of other titles on the bookshelf.  

Search History 

Think about what James and Brad are typing on the computers in the library. What would 

the search history of the two students be? What search terms would you use to help you 

find information about the national park, the weather, the current police investigations, 

social media tags and other information from the book.  

Search Game- From X word to X thing 



Students log onto a computer by themselves or in pairs. Teacher instructs students to start 

in Google and use a specific search term. Students have to try to get to a target word in the 

least amount of clicks- only using links between websites NOT new searches.  

For example- the start search is ‘ice’ and they have to, by only clicking links, get themselves 

to a page that talks about ‘dogs’. Or in reference to the book- start with the word ‘outback’ 

and get to the word ‘missing’ by clicks only.  

Other start words and target words could include: outback, desert, red, community, First 

Nations, murder, mystery, crash, drugs, alcohol, police, students, school, investigation, UHF, 

alone, payback 

 

Chapter 4 Dilemma  
All write round robin- the facts so far 

In groups, students are challenged to ‘all write’ the facts they have about the situation so 

far. At teacher instruction- students swap notes and continue writing until each person has 

written something on each page. Groups are then invited to look through their work and 

select the most important information. Teacher asks each group to share top 1-3 facts they 

have so far.  

Timed-pair-share: Should Deklan stay for football or go? 

A timed-pair-share allows students think time to consider the question, time to pair up to 

discuss their answers and ideas, then a chance to share ideas with the whole group. Faced 

with the information you have from the book- do you think Deklan should stay for his 

perhaps ‘once in a lifetime’ football match, or go out to look for the year 12s?  

Think-pair-share: Would you stay or go? 

Allow students ‘think’ time, then time to share as a pair, then a chance to share with the 

group. Ask students ‘would you stay to give your career a big boost or would you go in 

search of family?’ 

 

Chapter 5 The crash  
Act out the UHF conversations that Deklan has tuned out of 

In pairs or small groups, students pretend to be truckies, police, family and/or ‘grey nomad’ 

caravan drivers with UHF communicating along the way as the hunt for the year 12s 

continues. Act out a role play of some of the information, gossip, clues that might be shared 

between travellers. 

Create Deklan’s outback road play list 



Deklan is well used to travelling on long roads without access to internet or reception. What 

kind of things do you think he has downloaded in his phone? 

Teacher may* like to give students information around the anticipated time the book is set 

in- approximately 2014ish- as this will direct students to look up top songs of the time. 

Otherwise, allow students to make a playlist and downloads from this time. 

 

Chapter 6 Ranger 
Draw the bumper stickers on the back of grey nomad’s caravans 

Think about what types of bumper stickers you have seen around. What types of bumper 

stickers are older caravan drivers likely to have on their caravans and cars? What are some 

clever play on words that students could come up with to design a new sticker- think pun, 

alliteration, rhetorical questions? 

Thumb-o-meter: Officer Thomas side, Grandfather side 

Use your thumb-o-meter (putting your thumb up or down) students must decide which side 

of the argument they are on as the teacher reads the conflict. The opinion could ebb, flow 

and change throughout the discussion.  

Draw the random things that might come out of the old cupboard 

Students think about what old things might come out of the cupboard at the old ranger hut. 

Deklan describes some of them- but there would be additional things in other drawers. 

Students to draw/list some of the other things. Teachers might prompt for things like: map, 

paper, torch, ruler, pens, erasers, old phone sets, ranger hats, old snacks, sunscreen, insect 

spray, bug repellent, fire starters, bulldog clips, old UHF handsets, camp pegs, pamphlets 

about park/safety/4WD/seasons etc 

Brainstorm the ultimate survival kit backpack 

Deklan and his grandfather take the pack from the table. What would you put in your 

ultimate outback survival kit? Students should consider outback threats, weather, landscape 

and other factors when completing the list.  

Students might look up suggestions on the computer from adventure camping or outback 

tour sites or look for books in the library.  

List as many bush survival things that you know 

Students have a specific time frame to list as many survival hints and facts they know. This 

might be 1 minute or 5 minutes depending on the needs, interest and ability of your 

students. Students might be challenged to have the most things listed, or the best tips 

listed. 



Things students might brainstorm include: never leave your car, always tell someone where 

you are going and when you are expected by, always carry extra water, don’t rely on 

reception or wifi etc  

Role play what happens after Deklan and Grandfather leave 

What do you think happens after Deklan and Grandfather leave? Roleplay the interactions 

(or lack of) between Officer Thomas and the ranger. How does Officer Thomas deal with the 

troopy being ‘borrowed’? How does the ranger respond?  

 

Chapter 7 Bush 
List as many Australian myths and legends as you can 

In this chapter Deklan reflects on the local stories of other beings. He describes them as real 

as “birds” to First Nations people in his community.  

Challenge students to list as many stories of other beings as they can. What Australians 

other worldly beings can they think of?   

List as many ways you can to navigate 

Challenge students to list as many navigation techniques they know. You might challenge 

them to come up with a specific number, or have a ‘magic technique’ that the students have 

to try to guess, or you may give students 2 mins to come up with as many as they can.  

Examples for teacher: compass, phone maps, printed maps, hand written list of directions, 

stars, sun, moss on trees, landmarks, follow animal tracks etc.  

 

Chapter 8 Murderers, monsters and mania 
Timed-Pair-Share: Share with a partner about a time when you heard a strange noise. What 

did you feel? What did you do? What did the strange sound end up being?  

Timed-pair-share: Think about two animas from the Australian bush that make unique calls 

that could be merged together to create something eerie and strange like described in the 

book. For example: A koala call and a snake hiss? The sound of an emu and the squeal of a 

mouse etc.  

Sketch: Deklan described his image of a monster biting into Jenny’s neck. Sketch the 

monster he describes or sketch a monster of your own.  

 

 



Chapter 9 Connection 
Mix different sounds to create a new monster sound 

Challenge students to listen to some different sounds- mix a variety to create a new spooky 

bush sound. This might be done in pairs using sounds they record or from Youtube for 

example.  

Pair up and describe a partner like Deklan describes the 12s 

Read through Deklan’s descriptions of the year 12s in this chapter. Describe your partner in 

a similar way. Or the teacher will allocate a staff member to write descriptions in a similar 

style as authors.  

Discuss what a white bird symbolises in Western Society 

There seem to be multiple references to birds, feathers and in this chapter on page 112 

there is again a reference to a white bird. What symbolism do white, white feathers and 

white birds have in European culture? Students to list or draw as many as they can. Teacher 

to then ask them to categorise those things into positive or negative categories.  

Teacher notes: doves, white wedding dress, white flag for surrender, white meaning 

virgin/pure. Think about other references such as ‘white lie’. White usually meaning pure, 

good, innocent.  

As we progress through the book reflect on ‘good, ‘evil’ and who decides on these values. 

 

Chapter 10 The pack  
Draw the scene 

Deklan describes the canyon they have used to camp- draw what you imagine it looking like. 

Label things that make it a good defensive location to camp- and the threats that the 

location presents.  

Set up camp and light a fire traditional way 

You might invite in local First Nations person or a colleague with bush/camp knowledge to 

teach students have to light fires in different ways such as flint and stone (available at 

camping stores), magnifying glass, rubbing stick etc 

Discuss fire and camping safety etc. Make damper on the fire. Listen to stories from guest 

speaker. 

Try local bush foods 

Go on excursion to your local Aboriginal centre- ask if they have any bush tucker 

presentations before booking. This might include local fruits, vegetables, nuts and meats. 

They might show traditional cooking methods. 



Or ask your local butcher to get some bush meats- this might include kangaroo tail among 

other things. Allow students to cook in a healthy cooking class and try new things.  

Or learn about bush fruits, vegetables and nuts. Take your students around your school 

yard, local neighbourhood finding local native bush foods. Discuss.   

Act out the dingo scene 

Group students in groups of about four. Ask them to plan and act out the dingo scene. Invite 

some groups to be loyal to the book and others to come up with other alternative ways to 

deal with the dingos and alternative endings.  

Come up with a new way they escape the dingos 

Challenge students to come up with a new way to escape the dingos. Encourage creativity 

and thinking out of the box.  

Students might design a pamphlet for tourists about dingo safety.  

 

Chapter 11 Guilt 
Think-Pair-Share: Time you felt bad or guilty 

Allow students time to think, then pair up, then share with the whole class (maybe) when 

they felt bad for something or guilty about something. Alternatively a time they made a big 

mistake, broke something they shouldn’t have, saw an accident etc.  

 

Chapter 12 Ground zero  
Adjective race 

List as many adjectives as you can to describe the crash scene.  

Line debate 

Deklan is responsible for the crash- yes or no. Students must move to a side of the room 

that matches if they agree or disagree with the statement. Once there they must chat and 

discuss why they hold their opinion. Teacher to call on students from both sides to explain 

and justify.  

 

Chapter 13 Accidents 
 Try different ways to leave no tracks in a sandpit 



The Lightfoot is said to not leave footprints. In the school sandpit or a dusty part of the yard- 

invite students to try different techniques of ways they can reduce or hide their footprints. 

Students might work in pairs or groups to come up with different solutions.  

For example: tape tissues to feet, wrap in toilet paper, make shoes of leaves etc 

Brainstorm ways to signal for help 

Deklan and Grandfather set a signal fire. What other ways can you think of to get the 

attention of rescue teams if lost in the desert or bush? Race to list as many ways as you can, 

or popcorn shout out ways for teacher to record on board, or even go out in the yard and 

challenge your class in groups to make something to get attention (not fire).  

 

Chapter 14 Blood  
As per the generic activities in other chapters of this resource.  

 

Chapter 15 Found  
Build a timeline 

Brooklyn, Jenny and Ailee retell most of the events to Deklan in this chapter with Ms 

Pritchard and Aaron finishing the details towards the end of the chapter. In pairs, build a 

timeline of events of the bus excursion that have led to now.  

First Aid 

Teach students some basic first aid techniques and practice them in class. This might 

include: bandaging, advice for cuts/sprains/bruises.  

Dig a soak 

Go for an excursion to a local parkland. Practice digging a soak- reflect on why it does or 

doesn’t work on your country compared with the soft, sandy soil of riverbeds in the 

outback. Look for bush tucker, discuss good places to set up camp.  

Draw it 

Draw a cartoon strip about the students being found by Deklan and his grandfather.  

 

Chapter 16 Payback  
As per the generic activities in other chapters of this resource.  

 



Chapter 17 The exchange  
Alternative endings 

Students brainstorm and role play different outcomes to this chapter.  

 

Chapter 18 Distance  
As per the generic activities in other chapters of this resource.  

 

Chapter 19 Shock  
Sit and listen 

The Lightfoot is able to hunt animals in the pitch black darkness. Invite students to sit 

outside, set a timer and allow them to silently listen to the sounds outside. After the timer 

runs out students to draw or list the things they thought they heard. Share and discuss.  

Invite students to think about the challenges of using just hearing not other senses.  

Tracking challenge 

Challenge students in groups to create a course with as many obvious tracks and marks as 

they can (ie. Footprints, snapped twigs, dropped objects etc). Then challenge groups to 

leave as few marks as they possibly can. 

 

Chapter 20 Watch and learn  
As per the generic activities in other chapters of this resource.  

 

Chapter 21 Law  
Cartoon strip 

Create a cartoon strip that shows snippets of what is happening without showing anything 

at all- such as feet, the fire, two people talking, hands on spears etc. How else could they 

represent this chapter of secret cultural ceremony without showing or telling anything?  

 

Chapter 22 Lightfoot  



Draw the hospital chart for the drunk driver 

What information would the drunk driver’s medical chart have on it do you think?  

Write a list of emotions that the drunk driver’s wife will feel when she wakes up 

Reflect on the mixed emotions that the drunk driver’s wife will have when she sees her dead 

husband. Brainstorm as many emotions you think she will have. Share with the class.  

Debate 

Allocate students into groups of 2-4. Half of the students must argue one side and the other 

half must argue the different point.   

Debate the following points: 

- Deklan does/doesn’t flip the switch himself 

- The Lightfoot’s role is to witness ‘karma’ and be present when things happen- not to 

have a hand in retribution.  

- First Nations Law doesn’t have a place in society today.  

- Tracks of the Missing is a good book to read. 

 

  



AfterReading 
Hands On 
Activities 

  



Line Debate 
Before beginning a line debate- especially around the tough topics that Tracks of the 

Missing raises- it is important to set structures in place to ensure student safety. This should 

include reminding students of your class expectations/rules and setting clear rules for 

participation in line debates.  

Activity instructions:  

1. Students must choose a ‘side’ to the debate question. If they agree with the 

statement they go to the right, if they disagree with the statement they go to the 

left.  

2. When they arrive at their side they must explain to a partner why they have decided 

on that stance.  

3. The teacher will then call the students to attention and randomly (or hands up) 

select students to share their opinions on their side of the debate.  

4. Teacher than asks all students back into the centre again for the next debate topic. 

Practice debate topics: 

- Dogs are better than cats - School should start earlier

General Issues Raised by the Text: 

• There should be tougher penalties 

for youth crime 

• Racism doesn’t exist in our 

school/community 

• Remote outback communities 

should be closed to stop the 

stretched overspreading of 

essential services 

• Humanity is not black and white 

• First Nations culture should be 

taught in schools 

• Bush survival skills should be 

taught in schools 

• Remote outback towns need more 

police funding 

• First Nations Law and Western Law 

should co-exist 

• Drink and drug driving laws in 

Australia are adequate  

Text Specific Topics: 

• Deklan is more of a villain than a hero in the text 

• The real hero in the text is grandfather  

• Hannah’s portrayal is unfair 

• Good and evil can exist in a person 

• Deklan is responsible for what happened to the students on the bus 

• Ms Pritchard is responsible for what happened to the students on the bus 

• Ms Wilson is responsible for what happened to the students on the bus 

• The emergency response was substandard 

• The Lightfoot is only present for the deaths- not the direct cause of them 

• The Lightfoot is ‘good’  



Freeze Frame 
Resources: Scene cards 

1. Students are allocated/select Scene Cards. 

2. As a group they must decide on how to communicate the Scene using just their 

bodies, poses, facial expressions.  

3. Students must guess the Scene that the group is portraying. 

 

Merchandise Design 
Resources: Merchandise template 

1. Students must design the ‘merch’ for the book. 

2. Think about the target audience for the book when designing merchandise for them.  

3. Think about the colours in the front cover, the key character, key themes and key 

quotes you could use.  

 

Trailer 
Resources: Video recording device, access to computer with video editing 

1. Allocate students into groups of approx. 3 or 4.  

2. Set students the task to record a trailer for the book. 

3. Students will need to remember: target audience, genre, key themes. 

4. Share the videos with the class.  

 

Music List 
Resources: Access to computer with internet 

1. Allocate students to work in pairs.  

2. Students must make a list of the themes or feelings of key scenes or chapters in the 

book. The Scene Cards may be useful for this task.  

3. Reflecting on the key scenes or chapters- what music could be the backing track for 

these scenes to enhance the emotions or feelings of the reader? 

4. List and explain purpose of at least 10 songs.  

 

 

 



Summary or Synthesis Tombstones 
TRIGGER WARNING- Not appropriate for all classes or students. Be very mindful if you 

choose to use this activity.  

Resources: Tombstone template, pencils 

1. Students are allocated a character that passed in the book. 

2. Using the information from the book they must write a short tombstone. 

- Will they be missed? Who will miss them?  

- What were their big achievements? 

- When/how did they pass?  

 

Theme Collages 

Resources: Old magazines, access to a computer 

1. Students list the ‘overarching’, ‘big ideas’ aka themes that exist in the book Tracks of 

the Missing.  

2. Students reflect on which side of the theme the book leans to- acknowledging that 

there are usually always more than one side to every ‘story’/theme.  

3. Students create a collage of text and images to reinforce the themes message.  

 

Identify Flat and Round Characters: 
Resources: Round and Flat Character Sheet, pencils 

Flat characters are those characters that only appear in the story once or twice, and don’t 

really impact the story’s outcome. The reader doesn’t really learn much about the flat 

characters. They serve a role to add depth the main plot or character but are not in the 

story much themselves.  

Round characters are the lead/active characters of the story. Their words and actions 

greatly impact the events and outcome of the story. The reader gets to know these 

characters in great detail through their words, thoughts, and actions. 

1. List as many round and flat characters as you can from the book Tracks of the 

Missing.  

2. Give reasons or examples from the text to justify your categorisation of these 

characters.  

3. Share and compare student responses.  

  



Inside Outside Circle 
Split your class into two even groups- one makes a circle facing outwards, the second group 

makes a large circle around them facing inwards- everyone should have a partner facing 

them.  

You give the class a discussion topic, allocate time to share their idea and instruct students 

to begin sharing. Alert students when ‘half-time’ has happened so they can swap speakers if 

need be.  

General topics:  

• Share your favourite book 

• Share a time 

Theme discussion topics:  

• Describe a time when you were lost- what happened and how did you feel? 

• Describe a time when you had to be brave- what happened? 

• Describe a  

Text specific topics:  

• Share your favourite chapter in the book and why 

• Share your favourite event in the book and why 

• Share your favourite character from the book and why 

• If you had to be a character from the book who would you be and why 

• Did you like the book- why or why not 

 

Have Students Categorize Book Quotes: 
Resources: Inference Sheet 

Inferring is an important skill that we teach our students. One authentic way to do this is 

by having them infer the feelings represented in different quotes by the characters in the 

novel. 

1. Provide students with the list of quotes from the text.  

2. Students must infer what the meaning or feeling was behind each quote.  

  



Book Headlines 

Resources: Headline worksheet 

The purpose of a headline is to simultaneously report key information while grabbing the 

attention of the reader. A good headline tells what the article is about and makes you want 

to read it. Therefore, the words within a headline must be carefully and purposefully chosen 

in order to serve two purposes: report and persuade.  

1. Students to write four headlines for Tracks of the Missing that reveal key information 

about plot, character, theme and setting.  

2. Find unique angles into a story that would catch a readers attention with strong links 

to the Tracks of the Missing story.  

3. Students could use alliteration, puns, rhetorical questions and repetition to make 

each headline catch more attention 

4. Students to read their favourite heading aloud and explain the links to the book.   

 

 

Corners  
Students move to different corners of the room, depending on their point of view. This 

activity may help them see that not everyone shares the same point of view, and it may 

stretch their own way of thinking.  

1. Teacher announces the choices for each corner of the room.  

2. Students are then given a small amount of silent think time to make a choice.  

3. Teacher tells students to go to their chosen corners.  

4. Once they are in their corner, they must find a partner to talk with to share their 

reasons.  

Teacher will then select a few students from each corner to share what his or her partner 

shared. 

Corners Questions: 

- If you were to be a character in the novel, which character would you choose: 

Deklan, grandfather, Willum or other? 
- If you could visit one of the locations from the book, where would you go: the town, 

Deklan’s outback community, the national park, other.  
- If you could have dinner with one character, which would you hang out with: Deklan, 

Jenny, grandfather, other.  
- If you could be the investigator on any incident, which one would you investigate: 

Mr Henry, Hannah, crash victims, other.  
  



Character Instagram 
Instagram is a popular social media platform that allows users to create magazine-like 

layouts of images, leave comments, and use hashtags to target key concepts and ideas from 

posts.  

Students create the Instagram account for a character in the book Tracks of the Missing.  

Students might consider these prompts to make their work the best it can be: 

• What kind of content would this character post?  

• How would this character explain each post?  

• What kind of language would this character use?  

• Who would this character follow on Instagram?  

• Who would follow this character on Instagram?  

• What kind of comments would people leave on this character’s posts?  

• Who is friends or related to this character?  

• What are key events and issues from the story that might appear on this character’s 

Instagram feed?  

The character’s Instagram page should include the following elements:  

1. A profile pic of the character  

2. 2-3 Insta Story Highlight Covers (images, text, etc.)  

3. 3+ posts from the character  

4. Each post must include a relevant caption that relates to the story  

5. Each post should contain comments from followers  

 

 

  



Novel Podcast Project 
Allocate students a group of 2-3 to create a podcast episode Tracks of the Missing.  

They must include:  

1. A clever name for the podcast including a catchy introduction. 

2. A brief author biography. 

3. A quick plot overview of the book.  

4. The students’ initial thoughts about the novel and how they changed (or didn’t over 

time).  

5. A discussion of key elements from the novel such as:  

• Characters  

• Plot 

• Theme 

• Conflict  

• Symbolism  

• Setting 

• Style  

6. A fun element such as a quiz game or challenge. Students can be creative for this. 

7. A discussion of how the novel connects to other pieces of literature, historical/ 

current events, and/or the group members’ lives. 

8. A recommendation of the book. Would you recommend this book to others?  

 

 Fan-N-Pick 
1. Student A holds question cards in a fan and says, “Pick a card, any card!”  

2. Student B picks a card, reads the question out loud and allows five seconds of think 

time.  

3. Student C answers the question.  

4. Student D restates the answer.  

5. For right or wrong answers, Student D checks and then either praises or coaches. 

6. Students rotate roles one clockwise for each new round. 

 

  



 

Plot Sort 
Resources: Plot Cards 

1. Group students into pairs. 

2. Provide a set of Plot Cards.  

3. Students should sort the cards into the correct sequence. 

4. Pairs must then group up with another pair to discuss their sorting. Pairs may make 

changes based on their discussions with the other group. 

5. Teacher to read out the correct sequence to students.  

 

Character Match 
Resources: Character Traits Cards 

1. Allocate students groups of 3-4  

2. Provide the Character Trait Cards.  

3. Students should match the character traits to the characters. 

4. Students look at the cards created for them- then create character trait cards for the 

remaining characters.  

5. Students swap their character trait cards with another group to complete.  

 

A Good Yarn 
Resources: Wool/yarn, sticky notes/palm cards, blue tac or pins 

1. Allocate students into groups.  

2. Provide students with a section of the plot- orientation, complication, climax, 

conclusion.  

3. Students must discuss the events that fit into their part of the plot.  

4. Students can write headings, explanations, draw pictures, use found things (such as 

feathers, image of police etc). 

5. Once groups are finished creating the resources, they will then stick them up in one 

big, whole class plot map. Connect the sections with the wool/yarn.  

 

 

 



Life-Size Character 
Resources: butchers paper, textas 

1. Allocate students into groups of 2-4.  

2. Students trace around one person to create a life-size character shape  

3. Draw in the character’s features and clothing 

4. Writes in character traits around their person, adding details from the story to 

support their choice of each trait. 

 

Think-Pair-Share 
Resources: Question Cards 

1. Students generate a range of questions about the book (or use the questions 

provided)  

2. Students are given 30 seconds to think about their response to a question. Students 

must stay silent during this time.  

3. After 30 seconds, students turn to partners and share their responses, thus allowing 

time for both rehearsal and immediate feedback on their ideas.  

4. Then they share their thoughts with the class.  

 

Who Am I? 
1. Stick a hidden Character Card onto students back or forehead. The student should 

not see the card and who they are. 

2. Students mingle about the classroom questioning classmates about their hidden 

identity using ‘yes’ or ‘no’ questions. Such as ‘Am I a girl?’, ‘Am I a main character?’, 

‘Am I one of the lost students?’ etc.  

3. Students can not go to the same peer twice (unless they have asked everyone else 

first). 

4. Once they get the right guess they may sit down in a designated place and watch 

other students.  

 

 

 

 



People Hunt  
1. Students receive a list of statements or questions to answer or complete about a 

topic. These might be the Question Cards in this pack, ones you have written, 

comprehension questions from the text or more.  

2.  Students circulate in the classroom trying to find classmates who can help them 

answer a question or complete a statement on their sheet.  

3. Other students may answer and sign their names only once on another student’s 

sheet.  

4. The students hurry to see who can be first to find answers for the questions or 

complete the statements.  

5. After the people hunt, the teacher will process and debrief the information. 

 

Inside-Outside-Circle 
1. Split the students into two even groups (either number students 1 or 2, or give 

students a number (evens and odds). OR ask students to find a partner- one partner 

on the inner ring and one on the outer in the next step.  

2. One group of students (1/odds) stand in a circle facing outwards.  

3. The next group of students stands in an outer ring of the circle facing inwards 

(2/evens).  

4. Students use flash cards to ask questions of their partner, or they may take turns 

responding to a teacher question(s).  

5. After each question or set of questions, students in the outer or inner circle rotate to 

the next partner. (Teacher may call rotation numbers: “Rotate three ahead.”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Character Interview 
Resources: 

1. Group students into 3-4. 

2. Allocate groups a character from the book- you might get student to randomly draw 

a Character Name.  

3. The group must plan a series of interview questions (3-5) they would ask their 

character.  

4. Students then record some of the likely answers to the questions from that 

characters perspective.  

Additional Activities: 

Role play- students must perform their interview in front of the class with one student from 

the group pretending to be the character and the other group members asking them their 

questions.  

Other group face off- members of other groups volunteer (or allocated by teacher) must be 

the character of another group. This person will not know the questions or have time to 

prepare. They must act out what the character would say and do in response to the 

questions.  

 

 



Task 
Sheets 

  



Tweet Sheet 

@_____________________________________________________________ says 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

@_____________________________________________________________ says 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

@_____________________________________________________________ says 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

@_____________________________________________________________ says 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

@_____________________________________________________________ says 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

@_____________________________________________________________ says 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

@_____________________________________________________________ says 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Text Message Template 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Merchandise Template 
 

  



Tombstone Template 
 

  



Headline Worksheet 
The purpose of a headline is to simultaneously report key information while grabbing the 

attention of the reader. A good headline tells what the article is about and makes you want 

to read it. Therefore, the words within a headline must be carefully and purposefully chosen 

in order to serve two purposes: report and persuade.  

Write your own newspaper headlines for Tracks of the Missing: 

Plot Headline 
Example: Crime Spree Hits the Kimberley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Character Headline 
Example: P plater embroiled in hit and run scandal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme Headline 
Example: Racism rampant in remote roles  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting Headline 
Example: Do outback risks outweigh rewards? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



Inference Quotes 
Quote Inferences that can be made- 

feeling, thoughts, implied meanings, connections 
“Although if we believed all the small town 
rumours then there’d be twenty bad things 
true about me. Not all of them would be 
wrong” (page 108) 

 

“‘He’s one of those out-of-town community 
boys,’ added her friend from behind her 
hand. ‘Who knows what they are capable 
of?’” (page5). 

 

 

“That psych knew strategies and stuff that 
kind of helped. But I don’t think he really 
knew what it was like for me. He hadn’t lost 
people like us community people had.” 
(page 16) 

 

 

“So many following white man’s law, they 
have forgotten our Law” (page 171) 

 

 

“The kids of teachers, doctors, social 
workers all come and go every year.” (page 
32) 

 

 

“My family don’t have money to send me 
down that way to try out for the 
development squads and I wouldn’t fit in at 
any of those fancy boarding schools.” (page 
124) 

 

 

“We weren’t looking for trouble; we were 
just wandering kind of aimlessly and saw 
the tantalising option of a place we weren’t 
meant to go.” (page 8) 
 

 

“Nothing too dramatic ever happens in this 
town: the occasional stolen vehicle, a car 
rollover, street fight or family feud.” (page 
16) 
 

 

 

  



Flat and Round Characters 
 

  



Hands on Activities 
Resource Sheets 

  



Word Association Cards 
 

 

 

bush 
 

 

 

 

 

 

outback 

 

 

 

rugged 

 

 

 

lost 
 

 

 

 

 

 

crash 

 

 

 

police 

 

 

 

feather 
 

 

 

 

 

 

cave art 

 

 

 

First Nations 

 

 

 

camp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

bus 

 

 

 

fugitive 

 

 

 

bird 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ranger 

 

 

 

Elder 



Picture Cards 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Character Name Labels 
 

Deklan Archer 

 

 

Grandfather 

 

Lightfoot 

 

Willum 

 

 

James 

 

Michael 

 

Brad 

 

 

Spencer 

 

Jenny 

 

Brooklyn 

 

 

Hannah 

 

Aaron 

 

Ailee 

 

 

Miranda 

 

Clayton 

 

Dixon 

 

 

Jefferey 

 

Rocky 

 

Ms Wilson 

 

 

Ms Pritchard 

 

Officer Thomas 

 

Officer Sweeney 

 

 

Officer O’Neil 

 

Aunty June 

 

Aunty Shellene 

 

 

Mr Henry 

 

Drunk Driver 

 

  



Topic Discussion Cards 
 

Deklan is a strong main character. 

Discuss. 

 

 

There were better characters than 

Deklan to take on the role in the 

book. Discuss. 

 

 

There is a place for First Nations Law 

in Australian community. Discuss. 

 

 

We should respect our Elders. 

Discuss. 

 

Murder is never justified. Discuss. 

 

 

There needs to be tougher penalties 

for crimes in Australia. Discuss. 

 

 

The Government has culpability for 

the situations in remote outback 

communities. Discuss. 

 

 

We need to be training up more 

remote outback First Nations people 

to take on role in their communities 

such as police and teachers. Discuss. 

 

 

Characters in the book Tracks of the 

Missing are not easily defined as ‘good 

or bad’. Discuss.  

 

Tracks of the Missing highlights the 

need for more services in remote 

towns. Discuss.  

 

 

Illegal drugs are an issue in all 

communities. Discuss.  

 

 

Youth crime is a multi-faceted issue. 

Discuss.  

 

Reading books like Tracks of the 

Missing are steps towards 

reconciliation. Discuss.  

 

 

Culture awareness should be a class in 

Australian classrooms. Discuss.  

 

Australian history is adequately 

taught in Australian schools. Discuss.  

 

 

There is a place for First Nations 

culture in modern societies. Discuss.  

 



Scene Cards 
 

Chapter 1 Pages 1-5 

Opening schoolyard scene 

 

Chapter 1 & 2 Pages 6-20 

Deklan’s interrogation scene with 

Officer Thomas and Principal Wilson 
 

 

Chapter 2 Pages 21-27 

Classroom scene, passing notes, students 

being picked up by parents 

 

Chapter 3 Pages 29-41 

Students in library looking for clues and 

deciding course of action 
 

 

Chapter 5 Page 49- 56 

Grandfather comes to collect Deklan at 

school 
 

 

Chapter 5 Page 60-65 

Drunk driver crash site 
 

 

Chapter 6 Page 66-73 

Grandfather insists they go the back 

way into the National Park 
 

 

Chapter 6 Page 74-81 

Old ranger hut scene 

 

 

Chapter 7 Page 87-93 

Deklan gets nervous as they go into the 

bush without Officer Thomas and the 

ranger. 
 

 

Chapter 8 & 9 Pages 94-100 

The weird sounds of a curlew attacking a 

cicada on a tree scare Deklan and his 

grandfather 

 
 

Chapter 9 Page 112-120 

Rock art and hill climb 

 

 

Chapter 10 Page 126- 131 

The dingo attack 
 

 

Chapter 11 Page 132-135 

The bus crash scene 
 

 

Chapter 15 Page 150-163 

Finding the students, bush medicine with 

Jenny  
 

 

Chapter 16 & 17 Page 167-172 

The Lightfoot, Hannah, cliff edge 
 

 

Chapter 22 Page 188-190 

Hospital scene 

 
  



Question Cards 
 

Who is the main protagonist of the 

book Tracks of the Missing? Justify. 

 

 

Who do you think is the main 

antagonist in the text Tracks of the 

Missing? Justify. 

 

What do you think the orientation of 

Tracks of the Missing? Explain and 

justify. 

 

 

What do you think the complication of 

Tracks of the Missing was? Explain 

your choice. 

 

 

What do you think the climax of 

Tracks of the Missing was? Justify 

your response. 

 

What do you think the conclusion of 

Tracks of the Missing was? Justify 

your response. 

 

 

What genre is Tracks of the Missing? 

How do you know? 

 

Who are the authors of Tracks of the 

Missing? 

 

 

Who is the publisher of Tracks of the 

Missing? 

 

 

What award was the Tracks of the 

Missing manuscript shortlisted for? 

 

Name the love interest of the main 

character. 

 

 

What barriers exist for Deklan and 

Jenny’s relationship? 

 

Deklan is not an innocent ‘good guy’ 

character. List three reasons why he 

is a flawed character. 

 

How are Brooklyn and Deklan 

connected? 

 

What relationship does Willum have 

with Deklan? 

 

 

Use three adjectives to describe how 

Ms Wilson (the principal) is portrayed 

in the book. 

 

 

Why does Deklan dislike Officer 

Thomas? 

 

 

What does Deklan think about Ms 

Pritchard (the missing teacher)? 



 

Explain why culture is important to 

First Nations people. 

 

 

List three things that Deklan regrets.  

 

List three reasons why the missing 

students were so hard to find.  

 

 

List three risks of outback travel.  

 

List some of the youth crimes that 

Deklan has been involved in. 

 

What is Deklan’s greatest passion?  

 

 

How does Deklan feel about living in 

the outback? 

 

 

What is Deklan’s career aspirations?  

 

Why are Deklan and Jenny not 

allowed to have a relationship? 

 

 

Give one example of corruption in the 

book.  

 

Give on example of racism from the 

book.  

 

How does Deklan feel about animal 

rights? How do you know? 

 

 

Why is Michael upset in the first 

chapter of the book? How would you 

feel?  

 

 

Willum is angry in the first chapter 

of the book. Why?  

 

What happened to the ranger? 

 

 

What happened to Michael’s brother? 

 

Why can’t we say Michael’s brother’s 

name? 

  

 

What type of character is Mr Henry? 

 

Why is Sergeant O’Neil respected by 

local people?  

 

 

 

Why is the Lightfoot present in the 

area? 

 

 

  



 

Do you think the Lightfoot had an 

active roles in the series of 

‘accidents’ that happened to Mr 

Henry, Ranger, Hannah? 

 

 

Do you think Deklan flicks the switch 

in the last paragraph of the book? Or 

do you think he is just a witness to 

the event?  

 

What are the disadvantages of ‘out of 

town’ service providers unfamiliar 

with outback life?  

 

 

How does Deklan feel about ‘grey 

nomads’?  

 

How does Officer Thomas feel about 

being out in a remote town? 

 

 

Do you think Hannah’s full story is 

effectively told from Deklan’s first 

person POV?  

 

 

Why is Dixon injured?  

 

 

What is unique about the way 

grandfather speaks? How do you 

know? 

 

 

What season do you think the book is 

set? 

  

 

What year do you think the book is 

set? 

 

What location do you think the book 

is set?  

 

 

Who is the cover artist?  

 

Who is the internal artist?  

 

 

List three survival skills that are 

explained in the book?  

 

 

Describe phone coverage in the book 

and the impact that it has on the 

story. 

 

 

What role does Deklan play in the bus 

crash?  

  



Character Trait Cards 
 

Deklan Archer 

 

 

This character has done things they 

are not proud of but are trying to 

turn their life around.  

They are proud of their culture and 

language but have not spent as much 

time as they now realise they should 

have learning skills.  

 

 

Grandfather 

 

 

This character has deep knowledge of 

land, culture and language.  

They are strong in mind but growing 

frail in body.  

  

 

Jenny 

 

 

This character is good at sports and 

dance. They are kind and funny.They 

have knowledge of bush skills.  

  

 

Brooklyn 

 

 

This character is family minded. They 

have experience on Country and use 

this knowledge to survive in the bush.  

 

 

Officer Thomas 

 

 

This character has racists beliefs. 

They are stubborn.  

 

 

Ms Pritchard 

 

 

This character is out of their depth. 

They have poor planning skills and 

have made a series of poor decisions.  

 

  



Plot Cards 
 

Deklan Archer and his grandfather are in the larger outback town while Deklan trains 

to prepare for a big football match where talent scouts will be watching to recruit for 

the Under 16s State Team. Deklan is a 15 year old First Nations teenager who usually 

lives in his remote outback community 100s of kilometres away. This football match is a 

big opportunity that does not come often for young people in the remote outback.  

 

 

When Deklan arrives at school on the morning of the big match he notices that 

something strange is happening. It is soon revealed that their has been a suspicious 

death in the town of station owner, Mr Henry. That is not all, a busload of Year 12 

students have not returned from their Geology excursion on time. Students on that bus 

include Deklan’s cousin, Brooklyn, and his crush, Jenny- so Deklan is understandably 

worried while he waits to hear more.  

 

 

Deklan’s grandfather is left behind by the family as they rally together to get search 

parties out- they are worried about his age, health and ability to help out. Grandfather 

uses his connections to the police to arrange a policeman to drive them out to the 

national park where the students were meant to have camped- while the other search 

parties begin searching closer to town. He enlists Deklan to help. Deklan is very torn- on 

one hand he must get out there to help Brooklyn and Jenny, but on the other hand this 

football opportunity will likely never happen again.  

 

 

On the way out towards the national park they pass an accident on the side of the road- 

with police already in attendance. It turns out it was a drunk driver who has run 

another car off the road.  

 

 

When they come across a recent fire that has crossed the highway, grandfather makes 

the police driver take them in the old national park access route- much to the police 

officer’s disagreement. The UHF radio is damaged on the trip and the police officer 

tries to fix it at the old ranger station. They are joined by an old Aboriginal ranger who 

watches on with interest.  

 

 

Deklan and grandfather don’t want to waste time waiting for the repair and borrow the 

police troopy to go to the tourist campsite to see if they can find the missing students. 

The campsite looks unoccupied. Deklan is attacked by stinging ants. Grandfather leads 

the pair into the bush to find the missing students. 

 

 

As they trek through the outback bush Deklan learns more about the Country, the 

landscape, songlines and the Creation beings of his culture.  

 

 



 

As night falls the pair set up camp in a canyon. Woken in the middle of the night by 

scavenging dingos who steal food from their packs, Deklan saves grandfather from 

being attacked.  

 

 

The next morning Deklan and his grandfather find some ancient rock art. Before finally 

finding the crashed bus. Deklan realises that his scrap metal in a tyre has likely caused 

the accident after a prank a week or two ago. They light a signal fire and being tracking 

the students. 

 

 

Deklan and his grandfather finally find the students by a creek. Dixon is injured quite 

badly. The rest of the students are relatively well. Hannah is missing. Deklan and Jenny 

find bush medicine to begin to treat Dixon while they wait to be rescued.  

 

 

Deklan and his grandfather head away from camp in search of Hannah.  

 

 

They are found by the Lightfoot. And find Hannah dead at the bottom of the hill. 

  

 

Deklan is recruited by the Lightfoot to learn about Law and the role of the Lawman. 

This takes many weeks/months.  

 

 

Deklan learns more about the role of the Lawman- and experiences some sacred 

learnings. 

 

 

Deklan visits the drunk driver in the hospital. After being let off many months 

previously, the drunk driver has caused another accident. This time it was the bus load 

of recruited football players-  that Deklan would have potentially been part of had he 

not gone with the state football team. The drunk driver flatlines while Deklan is there.  
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