
Creative Activities 
Incorporating the Arts  

  



Terms of Use 
 

 

Thank you for purchasing this resource to support the study of Tracks 

of the Missing (Magabala 2022).  

As you can imagine resources like this take a lot of time and energy 

by the creators to produce. This resource is purchased for single 

teacher use in their classrooms only- additional copies can be 

purchased from our website shop or TPT store.  

If you have found this resource useful in your classroom, we would 

love your review on our Teachers Pay Teachers store, by sharing your 

experience on our Facebook page. Your support sharing your review 

will help us reach more students and teachers.  

 

Please note, this resource is personal classroom use by a single 

teacher. You have permission to copy for your classroom use only.  

Electronic distribution is limited to your classroom use only. Do not 

post this product electronically in ANY form. Do not copy or sell any 

part of these product. To do so violates the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act.  

If you would like a copy of this product for more than one teacher, 

please download additional licenses, available with a % off the 

original price.  

All rights reserved by Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler and The Remote 

Teacher Australia. 

 

 

  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus
http://www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors


Instructions for Use 
 

 

This pack contains a range of Art Analysis and creative activities to 

match the text Tracks of the Missing (Magabala 2022).  

These could be used to complement student’s study in Art, Media 

Studies, English lessons, as inter-curricular activities or even as ‘time-

fillers’.  

Choose the activities that you need, leave the ones that you don’t.  

Print and go, use as inspiration to create your own, or modify to suit 

your needs.  

You do not need to use the sheets provided to set the task- so if the 

sheet doesn’t suit what you had planned- use the activity idea 

verbally, on the board etc. 

  



Analyse 
Activities 

 
  



Elements of Art- Tracks of the Missing 
Reflect on how the Elements of Art are used by the cover artist, Kiara Honeychurch, have been used for the cover of Tracks of the Missing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shape - Shapes have two dimensions: width and breadth, they can be free-form and organic 

(asymmetrical) or geometric in nature (symmetrical).  

Colour – describe the use of colour might include: hue, saturation, intensity, brightness, 

monochromatic, polychromatic, palette, local, optical, impressionistic, arbitrary, abstract, 

expressionistic, warm, cool, primary, secondary, tertiary, complementary, opposite, analogous, 

adjacent, triadic, or tint.  

Tone - describe the use of tone might include: harsh, subtle, gradual, dramatic, chiaroscuro 

(strong light on the subject with dark background), achromatic, mid-tones, shadow, highlights, 

silhouette, umbra, tonal patterns and shading. 

Texture - describe the use of texture might include: invented, impasto, rough, smooth, natural, 

irregular, scratched, polished, gritty, uneven, wrinkled or furry. 

Line – describe line include straight, contour, curvilinear, analytical, uneven, implied, explicit, 

calligraphic, erratic, thick, thin, gestural, vertical, diagonal, horizontal, and autographic. 

Form – Form describes a three-dimensional area. It can be visual/depicted or physical. While 
related to shape, terminology should be specific, i.e. biomorphic, geometric volumes (cube, 
spherical, pyramid, ovoid).Terms include distorted, elongated, layered, anthropomorphic 
(human like). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Elements of Art- Tracks of the Missing 
Reflect on how the Elements of Art are used by the cover artist, Kiara Honeychurch, have been used for the cover of Tracks of the Missing.   

Shape - 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Colour – 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Tone 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Texture - 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Line – 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Form –  

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Elements of Art- Tracks of the Missing 
Reflect on how the Elements of Art are used by the cover artist, Kiara Honeychurch, have 

been used for the cover of Tracks of the Missing. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________(continue on a different page)  

Line – describe line 

include straight, contour, 

curvilinear, analytical, 

uneven, implied, explicit, 

calligraphic, erratic, thick, 

thin, gestural, vertical, 

diagonal, horizontal, and 

autographic. 

Colour – describe the use of 

colour might include: hue, 

saturation, intensity, 

brightness, monochromatic, 

polychromatic, palette, local, 

optical, impressionistic, 

arbitrary, abstract, 

expressionistic, warm, cool, 

primary, secondary, tertiary, 

complementary, opposite, 

analogous, adjacent, triadic, 

or tint.  

Tone - describe the use of 

tone might include: harsh, 

subtle, gradual, dramatic, 

chiaroscuro (strong light on 

the subject with dark 

background), achromatic, 

mid-tones, shadow, 

highlights, silhouette, umbra, 

tonal patterns and shading. 

Texture - describe the use of 

texture might include: 

invented, impasto, rough, 

smooth, natural, irregular, 

scratched, polished, gritty, 

uneven, wrinkled or furry. 

Shape - Shapes have two dimensions: width and 

breadth. They can be free-form and organic 

(asymmetrical) or geometric in nature 

(symmetrical). Terms used to describe the use of 

shape might include: non-objective, 

representational amorphous, irregular. 

Form – Form describes a three-dimensional area. It can be visual/depicted or physical. While related 

to shape, terminology should be specific, i.e. biomorphic, geometric volumes (cube, spherical, 

pyramid, ovoid).Terms include distorted, elongated, layered, anthropomorphic (human like). 

Light – Light is closely aligned to tone and 

describes the clarity of light rays that illuminate an 

object or installation.                   

Terms used to describe the use of light might 

include: bright, glowing, highlight, reflection, shiny, 

ambient, atmospheric, sparkle, localised, 

illuminating, refracted, diffused, blushes,   



Art Priniciples- Tracks of the Missing 
Reflect on how the Art Principles are used by the cover artist, Kiara Honeychurch, have been 

used for the cover of Tracks of the Missing.  

. 
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_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________(continue on a different page) 

Contrast – differences in tone, colours, 
textures, shapes and other elements 
used to draw attention or to make 
dramatic parts of an artwork. For 
example, complementary colours or 
black and white tones create high 
contrast, and setting circular and 
elliptical shapes against each other 
creates low contrast 

Balance – Balance is the 
distribution of visual weight in a 
work of art. Elements like shape 
may be balanced along a visual 
axis symmetrically or 
asymmetrically. The comparative 
amounts of colours, tones, and 
textures can create a sense of 
balance within a composition. 
Points to consider when looking for 
balance: comparison of elements 
and objects, and a comparison of 
stillness/movement. 

Emphasis/focal point – The artist’s application of art elements make a part or parts of the 
composition stand out. Artists often use implied or psychic line to draw the eye to a location on an 
artwork. Some works have a single focal point, some provide a clear ordering of emphasis, and 
others have multiple focal points. Isolation, accents and placement can create a focal point or 
emphasis. 

Variety – The diverse use of an element 
creates a more assorted and visually 
dynamic composition. Variety can be 
used to create slight differences or alter 
the rate of change, for example, a 
drawing is more expressive if variation is 
used in the thickness of the lines. 
Variation in tones when painting an object 
produces a greater sense of solidity. 

Unity – Refers to the similar or uniform 
use of an element that unifies or ties 
together a composition. Unity can create 
a sense of balance in an artwork. 
Patterns, figures/motifs and modules 
(3D forms) can create unity.  

Space – Refers to its visual/pictorial 
(illusionary/ plastic) depiction or physical 
(sculptural/ architectural) use. Physical 
space includes relief and in the round work. 
Visual space can refer to an amount within a 
composition (i.e. crowded or empty) or the 
depiction of depth (i.e. shallow, endless). It 
can be decorative (flattened) through to deep 
plastic. Space can be created visually by 
simple overlapping or chiaroscuro, or 
through more complex techniques such as 
atmospheric or geometric perspective. 
Terms such as foreground, middle ground, 
background, or interpenetration are useful 
terms for discussing space. Techniques 
include foreshortening, multipoint 
perspective or amplified perspective. 

Scale – Refers to the comparative size of shapes or forms, use of time, volume of sound in an 
artwork. Examples could be human, small or large scale. Scale can be a comparison of sizes as in a 
ratio, for example, one half of the original; in relation to human figures, scale can be larger than, 
smaller than or actual life size 

Movement – Can be still, anticipated, kinetic, due to kinetic empathy, suggested by motion blur. 
Pattern, the arrangement of recurring figures/motifs and modules (3D form), can create movement. 

Rhythm – Where the use of an element is repeated. This can be a regular or an 
irregular repetition and if regular can form a pattern. Rhythm creates a sense of 
movement (think of musical beats); movement in a pattern, the relationship of 
parts to the whole. Different types of rhythm include flowing; regular; alternating; 
progressive and random. 

Repetition (Pattern) – A 
regularly recurring motif/ 
shape/ figure creates pattern. 
A motif that recurs irregularly 
is repetition. These can 
create a sense of unity, 
rhythm or movement in a 
work. For example, a 
repetition of line can cause a 
pattern, or suggest 
movement, or a time 
sequence. 

Proportion – Refers to 
the comparative amounts 
or ratios of an element. 
This includes concepts 
such as the Golden 
Section and distortions. 
Proportion includes the 
connection between parts 
and the whole. 



Compare Covers 
 

Compare and contrast the cover of Black Cockatoo (Dub Leffler) with the front cover of 

Tracks of the Missing (Kiara Honeychurch).  

Reflect on the following questions in your response: 

- What do you know about each artist? 

- Who is the audience for each cover?  

- What is the genre of each book?  

- What do you notice about the style of the two artists? 

- In what ways did the artists use the elements of art? Reflect on the artists use of 

elements of art- line, colour, tone, texture, shape, form, light. 

- What is the theme or message being conveyed by each cover?  

- What is the emotion/feeling being conveyed by each cover?  

- What can viewers understand about the story from the art on each cover? 

 

 
 

 

  



Kiara Honeychurch Artist Style 
 

Investigate Kiara Honeychurch’s book art. Analyse her style from previous book and the 

character portrait on the front cover of the book, Tracks of the Missing.  

- What background information do you know about Kiara Honeychurch? In what ways 

do you think this impacts her style? 

- What Elements of Art are consistent across both covers?  

- What Art Principles are consistent across both covers? 

- What is unique about Kiara’s artistic style?  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Australian Identity and Art 
How is the art in Tracks of the Missing used to celebrate, entrench or challenge perspectives 

of Australians’ identity? 

 

Reflect on the following questions: 

1. Who created the art? What do we know about the artist/s? 

2. Who is the main target audience for the art?  

3. What purpose does the art have?  

4. How is the subject of the art portrayed?  

5. What does the subjects facial expression and body language convey with the 

audience?  

6. What emotions or feelings does this artwork evoke in the target audience? Are these 

the same that are evoked in a wider audience? Discuss.  

7. What does this artwork convey about Australian identity? 

8. In what ways could this piece be a celebration of Australian identity?  

9. In what ways could this piece entrench perspectives about Australian identity?  

10. In what ways could this piece challenge perspectives about Australian identity?  

  



Tracks of the Missing Cover Art Investigation 
Prior Knowledge Reflection 

- What do I want to know?  

- What do I need to know?  

Artists Intent 

- Where, why and how was this work 

originally made and presented to 

audiences?  

- Who is the audience?  

- What is the purpose? 

- What is the subject?  

- What is this artwork about? 

- What message is this artwork sharing?  

- What emotions, feelings or response was 

this artwork meant to evoke?  

- How does this work communicate with 

audiences?  

Cultural Context  

- What do I know about the cultural context for this work?  

- What are the cultural responsibilities of the artist who made this work?  

- What was happening in the world when this work was being made?  

- What about this work situates it as being created in a particular time or place?  

- How does our understanding of a culture or community help us communicate 

effectively?  

- Is my understanding of the work similar or different to understandings of other 

audiences? How? Why?  

Stereotypes 

- Is this work challenging stereotypes or ideas?  

- What is this work saying about social structures such as those associated with 

identity, religion, politics, gender or class?  

- How can we use the arts to inspire positive action and change?  

- What do we mean when we say that arts works speak across time and place?   



Tracks of the Missing-Visual Composition Analysis 
- Draw lines, shapes and arrows over this copy of the front cover art from Tracks of 

the Missing. Use a code to demonstrate your understanding of the way the artist has 

composed the artwork to communicate meaning.  

- For example- using line to map the use of composition such as rule of thirds, creating 

movement using diagonal and or curved lines, repetition and pattern or the use of 

visual hierarchy to indicate how the viewers eye follows the layout of a designed 

product. 

  



Create 
Visual Art 

Activities 
  



Tracks of the Missing- Character Creation 
Draw a character from the book (Brooklyn or Lightfoot) in a similar style as Kiara 

Honeychurch’s front cover art, and using descriptions from the text. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Text References: 

• Brooklyn: Brooklyn is Deklan’s cousin (related by their “great-grandparents” page 33) who lives in the 

outback town. Deklan stays with her family when they come into town from his smaller remote 

community. They grew up together- “we used to run around out in the bush together when we were 

little” (page 34). Brooklyn is described as “beautiful dark skin and long curly hair which she hates.” 

(page 33). Deklan thinks “she looks like our greatgrandmother in the old black-and-white 

photographs: beautiful and powerful.” (page 34) 

• Lightfoot: The Lightfoot is a purely fiction character that appears in Chapter 6 as the ranger. He is 

described with grey eyebrows “bove his dark brown eyes, his leathery skin is old and wrinkled.” (page 

76). He is thought to be much older than Deklan’s grandfather ““from the deep lines on his dark 

brown forehead” (page 76). It is discovered later that he was never a ranger- the original ranger died 

after an accident. It is the Lightfoot’s role to ensure that First Nations people follow the Law and 

“rebalance our Law” (page 145). They are described as “…fast. Quiet. Stealth is their biggest 

strength.” (page 145). Able to “blend in with the bush” (page 149) they are “‘Bushmen. Powerful Law 

men” (page 149). 

  



Tracks of the Missing- New Character 
Create your own alternative character that could come before, in a parallel scene or in a 

sequel to the text- using Kiara Honeychurch’s style.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Character Profile 

Character Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Nationality:_________________________________________________________________ 

Location: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Connection to Deklan: ________________________________________________________ 

Physical description: _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Character traits: _____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Role in the story: ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



Tracks of the Missing- Self Portrait 
Create a self-portrait using Kiara Honeychurch’s style as inspiration. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Self-Portrait Profile 

Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Connection to Deklan: ________________________________________________________ 

Role in the story: ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________  



Landscape Art- Tracks of the Missing 
Reflecting on Kiara Honeychurch’s cover art, the descriptions of the outback landscape in 

Tracks of the Missing, and the images of outback below- create your own artistic 

interpretation of the landscape. 

The roads around the town are described as “There are three main 

roads, lots of back tracks the townie crew use to get around the 

township without having to bother driving through town.” Deklan goes 

further explaining what you might see out around town: “You’ll often 

find people having a fire and a few beers on one of the back routes, or 

sitting down playing a card game under the trees. There’s a few old 

beaten-up car bodies. Nice enough scenery and stuff out there though; 

some of the teacher mob use them as their afternoon walking tracks 

too.” (page 39). There is a river somewhere near the town that Deklan 

notes on a map on page 39. 

The landscape in the book is flat with occasional hills. In some places 

there are intersecting mountain ranges. There are dry river beds that 

flow and flood in the wet. The dirt is a deep red. The ground is covered 

with red dirt, fine ‘bull dust’, small pebbles and larger rocks. The red 

seems to change with the sun and sunsets- it can appear to be blue, 

purple, different shades of red. The main plant life in the book are 

grasses, shrubs, scrubs and the occasional larger trees around springs 

and water holes. “Even though a lot of the country is flat and scrubby, 

there are large spaces of hills, thick trees. The wide open spaces millions 

of acres wide. The missing tourists had taken a side track looking for 

gold or a waterhole or something and became stranded out bush.” 

(page 11-12). 

“This is the Australian outback where you can have a fire burning in one 

spot and rain just over the range. The land of ‘drought and flooding 

rains’ as Dorothea Mackellar put it.” (page 73) 

 

 



Multi-Medium Cover Art 
Stretch, push and explore multiple ways of approaching an artwork. 

 

Create a series of 3 alternative Tracks of the Missing covers using different media or 

approaches. 

Use a diverse range of media to express different interpretations of the book such as 

producing several sketches of the one object using different media and each exploring a 

different emotion. Or create a painting, sketch and photography option for the cover art to 

attract the YA reader audience.  

 

  



Artistic Influences 
Co-author, Carl, is a Jaru/Kija man from Halls Creek in the Kimberley. Cover artists, Kiara, is a 

First Nations artist with family ties in the Kimberley.  

What role and influence do you think the artist’s own culture, family and personal 

experiences play in the creation of the cover art? What can you see from the 

characterisation (body language, facial expression, stance), landscape, title- that reveals 

anything about the artist and their context?  

Design your own book cover for a YA suspense thriller about a main character from your 

cultural, family and personal backgrounds. How can you bring these to the artwork? 

 

 

 

 

Written Explanation:  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________  



Internal Artwork 
Dub Leffler is the illustrator of the internal artworks. Dub Leffler was the illustrator of Carl 

and Hakea’s first novella, Black Cockatoo.  

1. Where are the internal artworks displayed in the book- why do you think this is?  

2. What do you think the feather represents throughout the text? 

3. Describe how the internal artwork creates a link between the authors’ texts.  

4. Do you think this is the best artwork for the book? Why or why not? 

 

  



Sculpt a Character 
Task:  

Create a sculpture of a main character in Tracks of the Missing depicted in a key scene. 

Write/orally present a 200 word explanation of your piece. 

Think about: 

- Setting- what are they standing on if anything? 

- Pose, body language, facial expression 

- Props 

- Message that is being shared through the artwork 

  



Lino Print 
Task: 

Create a lino print based on the book, Tracks of the Missing. 

This might be a print of patterns, animals, plant, scene, setting, character: feather, feather 

pattern, outback bush item, bush tucker pattern, footprint or footprint pattern, a character, 

the outback landscape. 

 

  



Merchandise  
Task:  

Create a range of merchandise to promote the book Tracks of the Missing.  

Your range must include at least 3 pieces (tshirt, bag, pen, badge, postcard etc).  

You must include a 200 word explanation of your choices and designs.  

Considerations: 

- Target audience of the book and the type of merchandise they like 

- Purpose of the merchandise 

- Sustainability and environmentally friendly option 

- Best images and quotes from the book to ‘hook’ readers 

  



Symbols and Symbolism 
Draw a symbol that represents the main theme or event for each chapter from the text 
Tracks of the Missing. Write the core theme or a short explanation of the symbol below. 

Chapter 
Symbols 

1 
 
 

2 3 4 5 

Explanation of 
your symbol 

 
 
 

     

6 7 
 
 

8 9 10 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     

12 13 
 
 

14 15 16 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     

18 19 
 
 

20 21 22  

 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 



Create 
Music 

Activities 
 

 

 

 

 



Tracks of the Missing- Playlist 
Curate the song playlist for one scene from the book if it were to be made into a movie/musical. 

Chapter/Scene Description: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part of the scene Song title Artist Mood to be created Viewer response 

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 

 

  



 

Tracks of the Missing- Record your own song 
Record a 60 second song that could be used for the book’s video trailer.  

Book Trailer Video Story Board- What will be happening visually? 

 
 
 
 

     

 

Lyrics and/or sheet music plan: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Link to the completed audio file of the recorded song:_________________________________________________________________________   



Tracks of the Missing- Write a Song 
Write a song that would suit a scene if the book were to be made into a movie or a 

musical. 

Chapter or scene description:  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lyrics_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Brainstorm key words: 



 

Tracks of the Missing- Song Analysis 
 

Choose a song that evokes the following emotions and could be used in the book-movie 

adaption- suspense, fear, guilt, indecision. 

Suspense Fear Guilt Indecision 
Describe OR draw and label 
a scene/chapter this song 
might be used 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe OR draw and label 
a scene/chapter this song 
might be used 

Describe OR draw and label 
a scene/chapter this song 
might be used 

Describe OR draw and label 
a scene/chapter this song 
might be used 

Song Title 
 
Artist/s 
 
Explanation of choice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Song Title 
 
Artist/s 
 
Explanation of choice 

 

Song Title 
 
Artist/s 
 
Explanation of choice 

 

Song Title 
 
Artist/s 
 
Explanation of choice 

 

  



Create 
Multi-Media 
Activities 

 

 

  



Character Crime Podcast 
Task: 

You are a character from the text Tracks of the Missing who has been invited onto a crime 

podcast to talk about the events from the Mr Henry and Hannah’s death, car and bus crash 

and missing teenager Deklan Archer.  

Write the script of at least 5 questions and record the audio. 

Interviews in the podcast format usually have: intro music, podcast introduction sequence, 

podcaster and guest, closing sequence.  

 Think about: 

- Which character will give you most insight into events?  
- How would the character really respond? 
- What quotes from the book you can use to help you really find the character’s voice 

and make the interview more ‘believable’? 
- What information from the book can you weave into your answers to make it more 

‘believable’? 
 

 

  



 

Character Youtube Video 
Task: 

Create a 3 min video (or a collection of 5 short videos) for the Youtube channel of one of the 

characters from the book.  

Think about what this character is likely to create and post- bush tucker cooking, fishing 

videos, quad bike riding, videos of their pet, videos of football, waterhole swimming. This 

will be based on information you gathered when reading the book, and thinking about the 

characters characteristics such as their background, gender, age, role, connections in the 

book, the setting. 

For example:  

- Ms Pritchard might have a channel on Youtube to share her new adventure with her 

family and friends back home. So she might create and post travel videos on her trip 

up to the remote community, cooking videos using the local ingredients not the ones 

from her home town, videos of her outback walks, videos reviewing the new 

products she needs to buy such as sunscreen and insect repellent.  

- Willum might have a channel on Youtube to share his love of quad bikes. He might 

have videos of him driving his quad, servicing his quad, doing quad tricks, videos on 

Country.  

 

-   



Character Tik Tok Video 
Task: 

Create three x 15second-60second Tik Tok videos as a character from the book.  

Use the information from book Tracks of the Missing to help you decide on the most 

appropriate types of videos to include.  

For example:  

- Hannah is described as “Spoilt and self-absorbed” (page 161). So she might create 

Tik Toks doing make-up tutorials for people in the outback (hot, humid, sun) such as 

product suggestions, long lasting makeup that won’t sweat off etc. She might post 

videos about wanting to leave the small outback town. She might post a nasty gossip 

video about another character. Or you might give her character more depth by 

showing a different side to her than Deklan allows the reader to know in the book.  

 

  



Instagram Page 
Task: 

Design the Instagram page (at least 9 grid of pictures) of one of the characters from the 

book Tracks of the Missing.  

Think about what the character is likely to share based on the information from the book.  

For example:  

- Dixon is likely to post about rugby, applying for boarding schools, fitness, health. 

- Jefferey might post about the mechanic shop, pranks he pulls, football, working out. 

  



 

Act A Scene 
 

Task:  

Choose a scene from the book to write a script and act out the chapter.  

Think about: 

- Scripts that will be easy for you to script with dialogue, actions, setting 

- A powerful scene that allows you to show your strengths in writing and acting 

- Allows a deep interpretation of the text 

 

  



Collaborative Landscape 
Task: 

Create a collaborative landscape piece based on the description in Tracks of the Missing. 

Your work will be placed in a class artwork alongside the landscape art of other students to 

make it feel like one big landscape art exhibition- so we need to make sure that they all join 

up and blend together. So the land should take up 2/3rds of the horizontal page and the sky 

1/3rd of the horizontal page (this part can include hills, trees etc in the foreground in front of 

the sky).  

Considerations: 

- Can you work with a friend or group to make a mountain range go across your 

artworks seamlessly? 

- Are there any parts of the book that your piece can represent? Such as the school, 

police station, national park, waterholes, town water tank etc that were mentioned 

in the book. 

  



Nature’s Collage 
 

Task: 

Create a collage of the outback using natural items found in the yard or at home. Refer to 

the book Tracks of the Missing to get ideas of the setting you might create (national park, 

bush school, waterhole), colours, landscape and bush that you might see. 

Write a 200 word explanation of your piece including references to the book.  

  



Diorama of a Scene 
Task:  

In groups, students must create a diorama of a scene in the Tracks of the Missing- including 

backdrop setting, characters, foreground and midground props.  

Each student to contribute to a written piece 50 words per student to explain their scene.  

 

  



Photography Series 
Task: 

Create a 5-10 part photography series capturing the mood across the text, Tracks of the 

Missing.  

Consider elements of photography that will best help you convey the ‘mood’: light and 

shadow, shadows and direction of light, backlit, quality of light, colour and tonality, tones, 

framing, direction, subject and negative space,  

Some examples of the photographs you might like to capture: black and white shots of 

footprints, blurred police car image, close ups of scared faces, blood dripping from a leaf 

etc.  

  



Image Mash 
Task:  

Create a collage of images, headlines, and articles of real-life events that relate to Tracks of 

the Missing. 

Examples of some subjects of the images, articles and headlines may be:  

Sorry Day, Australia Day, Stolen Generation, closing remote Aboriginal communities, water 

safety and security in remote outback communities, missing tourists in outback Australia, 

car crash in outback Australia, service availability in remote outback towns, droughts etc.  
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