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Terms of Use 
 

 

Thank you for purchasing this resource to support the study of Tracks 

of the Missing (Magabala 2022).  

As you can imagine resources like this take a lot of time and energy 

by the creators to produce. This resource is purchased for single 

teacher use in their classrooms only- additional copies can be 

purchased from our website shop or TPT store.  

If you have found this resource useful in your classroom, we would 

love your review on our Teachers Pay Teachers store, by sharing your 

experience on our Facebook page. Your support sharing your review 

will help us reach more students and teachers.  

 

Please note, this resource is personal classroom use by a single 

teacher. You have permission to copy for your classroom use only.  

Electronic distribution is limited to your classroom use only. Do not 

post this product electronically in ANY form. Do not copy or sell any 

part of these product. To do so violates the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act.  

If you would like a copy of this product for more than one teacher, 

please download additional licenses, available with a % off the 

original price.  

All rights reserved by Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler and The Remote 

Teacher Australia. 

 

 

  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus
http://www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors
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Instructions 
These activities are listed as inspiration for how to introduce Tracks of the Missing to your 

class. They create an engaging hook to make your students eager to read, learn and engage 

in learning activities. 

• Not every activity will be suitable for your class.  

• Some teachers will use just one idea to set the scene and ‘hook’ students in. Other 

teachers will choose 2-3 and present them to students over the first lesson or two to 

create a sense of excitement and anticipation with their class.  

• Some activities are suitable just for the ‘book hook’, others could be adapted to use 

as studying the text, and others are most powerful when also repeated/reinforced at 

the end of your novel study.  

• Some activities need more preparation and resources than others.  

• Your use of this resource is completely flexible and up to you.  

• See inspiration of how others are introducing the text on our website 

(www.carlandhakea.com.au) and social media- and we encourage you to share 

photographs of your hooks as well. 

 

  

http://www.carlandhakea.com.au/
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Set the Scene 
Set up your classroom with ‘hints’ from the text to get students guessing and engaged.  

An awareness of your students and their past is important to ensure you are not triggering 

students with the scene you select or create. We have purposefully avoided the crash scene, 

Hannah’s death or Mr Henry’s death scenarios.   

Example of ‘Setting the Scene’ 

- Selectively spread some feathers near the entrance of your classroom.  

- On the grass- sprinkle some red paint for the blood drops of the students on the bus. 

- Make footprints in the dirt around your classroom and/or flour footprints.  

- Have selected items set up (‘in situ’ or as a display on the desk) such as: hiking pack, 

hiking boots, Aboriginal symbols in the dirt/sand/picture.  

Detective Name:                                                                       

Date:                        Time:                               Location: 

Sketch the Scene & Label the Clues:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crime Scene Analysis:  
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Symbolism Backpack 
Introduce Tracks of the Missing while reinforcing symbolism and inference skills.   

Fill a backpack with items that are found in the text: 

- Feathers 

- Wide brim hat 

- Footprint cast 

- School uniform 

- Bit of scrap metal 

- Piece of tyre rubber 

- A jar of red sand 

- Aboriginal art or artefact 

- Police cap/badge 

- White powder in a small plastic bag (illicit drug trade) 

(Pictures will also work if you can’t find all the tangible items you want to add 

to your suitcase)  

Activity Instructions: 

1. Group students into pairs or groups of four.  

2. Give students time to examine the objects and make inferences as to 

what the novel might be about.  

3. Students can create a mind map or brainstorm to guess what their next 

novel will be.  

4. Present their predictions to the class and explain how the objects led 

them to these conclusions.  

5. When students make the deeper connections required of this activity, 

they are activating their critical thinking skills. They will be more engaged 

in reading to see if their predictions were right.  
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Gallery Walk 
 

Inviting students to walk around the room and analyse photographs, artwork, 

and/or artifacts is an engaging way to introduce Tracks of the Missing.   

Around the classroom place: photograph, artwork and artifacts (feathers, First 

Nations artwork, old piece of tyre rubber, trekking backpack) 

It is also important that questions or writing prompts accompany each piece, 

giving students a sense of direction in terms of their analysis.   

These questions might include:  

 

Gallery Walk 

View the piece, reflect on what it might mean/represent/signify. 

1. What is the piece? 

2. Where is this piece usually found/used?  

3. Who usually owns/keeps/uses this?  

4. Why do you think this piece is included in the gallery?  

5. What clue might this piece be giving us about the book we are about 

to read?  

 

Starting students at specific locations and using a timer to set rotation limits 

works well.   

We encourage the use of tactile, hands-on artefacts. However, if these are not 

available we have attached some sample images to use instead or in addition 

too.  
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What do you see in this image? 

Where and what do you think this happened? 
What dangers exist on roads in locations like 

this? 

 
What is the subject of this image? 

What do you think is happening in this picture? 
Where do you think this image is set?  

What do you think might be happening outside 
this frame? 

 
Where do you think this picture is based?  

What type of weather and landscape is here?  
What kind of things might happen in this 

landscape?  
What connections can you make between this 

image and others? 

 
What do you see in this image?  

Who is in this image?  
What do you think will happen after this picture 

was taken? 
How does this picture tie in with the others in 

the series? 

 
What do you think is displayed in this 

artwork? 
What style of art is this?  

Why would a piece of art like this be created? 

 
What, where, when do you this this image is?  
Why do you think it is important for police to 

drive this vehicle?  
How do you predict this image connects to the 

others? 
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Vocabulary Predictions 
 

1. First, choose a handful words from the novel for students to explore (the 

attached word cards might be suitable). 

2. Students will record definitions, find synonyms, craft sentences, and 

drawing pictures to represent mean. Students will have a shared 

understanding of vocabulary ready to read the book.  

3. Next, encourage students to predict what the novel is about based on the 

meanings of the vocabulary words. This could be achieved by grouping 

similar words, putting the words in groups by parts of speech or other 

collections. 

Examining powerful words from the novel will provide your students with a 

strong foundation for understanding the novel’s integral elements such as 

theme, plot, conflict, and setting. 
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First Nations 

 

Aboriginal Elder 

Hiking 

 

Camp Bush 

Bushwalk Missing Murder 

 

Lost 

 

Outback Remote 

Rural 

 

Regional M.I.A 

Tracking 

 

Tracker Police 

Mystery 

 

Accident Interrogation 

Stolen Generation 

 

Trauma Illegal 

Crime 

 

Investigation Law 
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Real Life Articles 
1. Print some of the ‘real life’ articles about people missing in the outback. 

2. Allocate pairs to read, highlight key information in their given article. Allocate 

different articles to each group.  

3. Students then do the activity ‘One stay, one stray’ where one student stays at their 

desk to be the expert, and they take turns rotating between different desks. 

a. They must share the topic of the article.  

b. Location of the article. 

c. Issues raised in the article. 

d. One interesting fact.  

4. Once a student from each group has visited each respective group- students will 

work in their core group to brainstorm common threads between each article.  

5. Students then need to predict what the class novel will be about based on the article 

they were allocated. 

6. Share their predictions about what the new novel will be about.  

Sourcing recent articles will make this activity more powerful. Topics for the articles could 

be: 

Missing people in outback, outback crashes, outback natural disasters, outback weather, 

Aboriginal culture, deaths in custody, youth crime in the outback 

Some articles that may be allocated to student groups: 

- https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-02/family-warns-payback-killings-may-be-

behind-outback-mysteries/11915660  

- https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-19/robert-dutchie-and-family-rescued-after-

kimberley-ordeal/9164138  

- https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-01-29/missing-teenager-tristan-frank-remote-

western-australia/13096576  

- https://www.kimberleyecho.com.au/news/the-kimberley-echo/remote-ground-and-

air-search-resumes-for-kimberley-family-ng-b88655930z  

- https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/disaster-and-emergency/perths-stranded-

zavros-family-rescued-from-south-australian-outback-by-police-helicopter-c-

4580138 

- https://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-01-15/swiss-tourists-lost-in-the-kimberley-now-

found/4466002  

- https://thewest.com.au/news/australia/tourist-lost-in-kimberley-ng-ya-381360  

- https://www.smh.com.au/wrong-skin/they-were-young-in-love-and-defying-the-

most-powerful-men-in-their-community-20180712-p4zr0m.html  

- https://www.australiantraveller.com/australia/its-very-dangerous-outback-survival-

stories/  

  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-02/family-warns-payback-killings-may-be-behind-outback-mysteries/11915660
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-02/family-warns-payback-killings-may-be-behind-outback-mysteries/11915660
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-19/robert-dutchie-and-family-rescued-after-kimberley-ordeal/9164138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-19/robert-dutchie-and-family-rescued-after-kimberley-ordeal/9164138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-01-29/missing-teenager-tristan-frank-remote-western-australia/13096576
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-01-29/missing-teenager-tristan-frank-remote-western-australia/13096576
https://www.kimberleyecho.com.au/news/the-kimberley-echo/remote-ground-and-air-search-resumes-for-kimberley-family-ng-b88655930z
https://www.kimberleyecho.com.au/news/the-kimberley-echo/remote-ground-and-air-search-resumes-for-kimberley-family-ng-b88655930z
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/disaster-and-emergency/perths-stranded-zavros-family-rescued-from-south-australian-outback-by-police-helicopter-c-4580138
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/disaster-and-emergency/perths-stranded-zavros-family-rescued-from-south-australian-outback-by-police-helicopter-c-4580138
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/disaster-and-emergency/perths-stranded-zavros-family-rescued-from-south-australian-outback-by-police-helicopter-c-4580138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-01-15/swiss-tourists-lost-in-the-kimberley-now-found/4466002
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-01-15/swiss-tourists-lost-in-the-kimberley-now-found/4466002
https://thewest.com.au/news/australia/tourist-lost-in-kimberley-ng-ya-381360
https://www.smh.com.au/wrong-skin/they-were-young-in-love-and-defying-the-most-powerful-men-in-their-community-20180712-p4zr0m.html
https://www.smh.com.au/wrong-skin/they-were-young-in-love-and-defying-the-most-powerful-men-in-their-community-20180712-p4zr0m.html
https://www.australiantraveller.com/australia/its-very-dangerous-outback-survival-stories/
https://www.australiantraveller.com/australia/its-very-dangerous-outback-survival-stories/
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Last Lines 
BOOK LAST LINES 

This activity might* be useful for your class to introduce the text and get them interested in 

the storyline. By giving them part of the ending your will allow students to begin predicting, 

pulling the story lines together as they read and be more engaged to see if they can find 

where the plot changes to lead to the ultimate ending.  

1. Tell students that you will read them the first and last paragraphs and that they will 

use these to predict the plot.   

2. After reading the first and last paragraphs you may choose to do one of the following 

activities with your class:  

a) Strangest plotlines- challenge students to come up with the strangest plotline 

possible based on their knowledge of the text- cover, blurb, first and last line.  

b) Draw a picture of what they think is happening in the first and last scene- and 

how students think they might be related.  

c) Create a plot mountain chart with predictions based on the cover, blurb, first and 

last scenes.  

d) Class brainstorm on an anchor chart based on the cover, blurb, first and last 

scenes. Refer back to this chart at the end of the novel to laugh at how close or 

terribly far they were in their predictions.  

Additional Activities:   

1. Read the last paragraph or sentence of the chapter to your students.  

2. From these last lines you could do one of several options: 

a) Ask students to draw a comic strip predicting the plot of the chapter.  

b) Timed-pair-share with a partner what they think might happen in this 

chapter.  Report back to the whole class their predictions.  

c) Using popcorn call out (stand up and say- no order) students create a big 

brainstorm of plausible plot lines for the chapter 

3. If written or visual work is created as part of the activity- it may be kept to compare 

and reflect upon at the end of the chapter. Who was closest with their predictions? 

Was there something that took you by surprise completely? Did the first and last 

lines give lots away- or not enough? 

CHAPTER LAST LINES 

This activity can be done for each chapter if it works effectively for your class. It follows the 

structure of some popular TV shows- think Law and Order or NCIS- where the beginning 

shots of the show after each advertisement are the first and last moments of that section of 

the show. It gives the reader/viewer a glimpse and hint of the ending and gets them trying 

to connect the dots, predict and watch for clues throughout the segment/chapter. 
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First paragraph of the book 

I walk to school, sweat already dripping down my forehead in 

the hot morning sun. There is something different about the 

small town that I can’t place. It would be easy to blame it all 

on the build-up to the wet season … but there is a suspense 

in the air … like lightning about to strike. I walk through the 

school gates, I see parents huddled in tight groups under the 

shade of the buildings, their children whispering amongst 

themselves instead of running around the playground as 

usual. 

Last paragraph of the book 

My eyes follow the cords trailing from his arms to the 

beeping machine. I turn down the volume. I take a breath. 

The thin green line flatlines … Payback.  

***** The last sentence- “I am Lightfoot.” might be left out 

as this is the major plot twist.  
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Survival Skills 
1. Select a suitable site in your school grounds or other locations. This location should 

have sticks, bark, leaves, bushes. If you do not have a location like that you might 

bring in some sticks from other locations in preparation. You may also provide 

resources such as a sheet, rope, cardboard box per group or other items.   

2. Allocate your students into groups.  

3. Challenge groups to create the best ‘shelter’ they can in a designated time.  

4. They must work together to create a shelter.  

5. To judge the shelters you might have some criteria students must meet such as: 

• Big enough for all members to shelter in 

• The shelter that measures the lowest/highest temperature on a thermometer 

• The biggest or smallest shelter 
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Minefield 
Create an ‘outback’ obstacle course.  

1. Students are divided into teams of 2-4.  

2. Explain the procedures and rules of the activity. 

a. One will navigate from one side of the obstacle course to the other- blind 

folded.  

b. The other team members must give oral instructions to assist their search 

party in navigating the course. They may not enter the course, move the 

obstacles or touch the searcher. Positive, supportive language and 

instructions to be used only (teacher may need to model instruction giving, 

positive language and/or how to complete the course). 

c. Students must not touch the obstacles. If they do they must go back to the 

start of the course- or have a 5 second penalty at teacher discretion.  

d. The first student/best time to the other end to rescue the doll/picture of 

students is the winner.  

Set the item to retrieve (doll, picture of students on a bus) in a specific location at one end 

of the space. Set up obstacles across the course.  

The obstacles could be picture cards stuck to cones, the actual items/toys including: 

feathers, ants, dingos, snakes, crash sites, thunderstorms, fire, floods. 

• Students discuss the connections between these objects/cards and how they might 

pose a threat to their class- in their context. Are they likely to see it in their context? 

• Students might rate the obstacles from most to least threatening.  

• Students may predict how each obstacle might manifest in the actual text and what 

threats they may pose.  
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Worst-Case Scenario 
This activity encourages debate, peer discussion in the teams you form.  

• Divide the class into groups of about 2-4 students. 

• Allocate a time (10-15mins) for students to discuss and agree upon the best possible 

solution.  

• Set the expectations for the activity (these may require explanations, modelling or 

explicit teaching)- turn taking, respecting right to have different views and ideas, 

respectful language, positive reinforcement, respectfully disagreeing, coming to 

consensus).  

• Explain the task: 

o Come to a consensus about the best way to deal with the scenario.  

• Give each group a different scenario card OR alternatively give each group the same 

and compare the different/best solutions at the end of the activity 

• Students must brainstorm ideas, explore options and come to a consensus of the 

best solution. It will be interesting to see who has knowledge of what emergency 

services recommend you do in some of the situations. 

• After the activity groups of students present their findings 

o Gallery walk where groups walk around to each other’s work in a clockwork 

rotation (stay in group for a designated time to read the question and answer 

and discuss their ideas).  

o ‘Stay and Stray’- One member of the group stays to explain their scenario and 

solutions while the rest of the group walks around hearing other people’s 

scenarios and solutions. The student staying swaps with each rotation 

movement- teacher may control rotations by keeping groups together, telling 

each group when to move and allocating time at each group listening. 

o Teacher asks each group to come to the front to present their scenario and 

findings. At the end the teacher and other students in the group might ask 

clarifying questions. 

• There is then opportunity to discuss how you think this activity might have related to 

the book Tracks of the Missing. What scenarios do students think might happen in 

this book- based on cover, blurb and presented scenarios. What dangers could be 

likely in remote outback Australia?  

• NOTE: Imagine how powerful this type of activity would be with a guest speaker 

from the SES, emergency services, Royal Flying Doctor Service etc to then discuss 

safety! 
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WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 1- FLOODED IN 

Your class are on a camp out in the bush. You become flooded out on a section 
of high ground but the flood waters are rising. Your teacher is not quite sure 
where abouts along the road you are on as you had to take some side tracks to 
try to avoid the rising water. Your class have the following supplies on the bus: 
students’ backpacks of clothes/toiletries, satellite phone, first aid kit, torches, 
tents and bedding.  
What do you do?   

 

 
WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 2- HIKE FIRE 

Your class are on a hike in a national park a few hours away from your school. It is 
a planned day trip. The weather predicted to be fine when you left school at 
5.30am, however now deep into the hike, a fire has sparked. It has cut off the path 
behind- leaving you only the path ahead or a wide river system about a kilometre 
off the path to the left. The phone reception is patchy- it might be better on higher 
ground. You are not certain of the wind direction, condition of the path ahead or 
through the bush. Each student has: hat, hiking boots, long pants and shirt. 
Students’ packs include: water, day snacks, notebook and pencils. The teacher 
carries: 2 litres water, sunscreen, insect repellent, a small first aid kit, toilet paper, 
sanitary items, hair ties.  
What will you do?  
 

 
WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 3- BOAT DAMAGE 

Your class are on a marine biology cruise investigating the health of the sea life. 
You are not far off the coast and have travelled a planned route for approximately 
2 hours. An unexpected storm catches the skipper by surprise and damages the 
boat and the comms equipment. The skipper is forced to land the boat on a 
deserted strip of beach. By best guess the nearest house or township is 
approximately 2+ hours by foot. The storm does not look like it will abate any time 
soon- thunder, lightening and hail. 
Supplies salvaged from the boat include: inflatable lifeboat, life jackets, torch, 
small first aid kit, matches. The boat is still accessible but the waves are lashing it 
wildly and it could be dangerous to re-board.  
What will you do?  
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WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 4- BROKEN DOWN IN THE HEAT 

Your class is on a camp- you are travelling through the outback as part of this trip. 
Your teacher has under-estimated the fuel and you are now stopped on the side of 
the road.  
It is hot- approximately 38 degrees and there are not many other vehicles on the 
road. In fact, you haven’t seen another vehicle for approximately 2 hours now you 
think about it.  
Students have their 750 ml drink bottles, and the teacher has a two litre container 
of water at the back.  
There is bread, cheese, tomatoes, chicken and vege-slice in the esky submerged in 
ice. The bus has: first aid kit, UHF (not guaranteed to be in range), torch, basic 
toolkit. Students’ also have backpacks that mainly contain: one snack pack, 
clothes, toiletry items, hiking boots, hats, medications, bedding. There are also 
swags at the back of the bus.    
What will you do?  
 

 
WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 5- CYCLONE 

You and your group are staying in a remote outback town. You are there as part of 
a school exchange. You are staying in a classroom of the remote outback school. A 
cyclone warning has been issued- the power has cut and the telephones are 
impacted. It is raining heavily. You have bedding, personal suitcases, food in the 
fridge (power not working), water pump is effected so no running water. You are 
currently safe and dry- however the teacher is worried about wind and flooding.  
What will you do?  
 

 
WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 6- FIRE 

You and your group of friends out on a camping trip. Your families have allowed 
you out for the night at a designated spot that they have dropped you off at and 
will pick you up early in the morning. They ensured you had charged phones, 
suitable camping gear, enough food, water, toiletries, torches and first aid kit- and 
clear safety instructions. You are less than half an hour out of town in a cleared 
camping ground on top of a hill lookout. There is a push button BBQ and picnic 
table under a small shelter, and a public drop dunny as amenities in the space. 
Unfortunately, a quick moving bush fire cuts you off from town.  
What do you do? 
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WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 7- FOLLOWED 

 
As part of an outdoor education camp, you are bushwalking through thick 
bushland in an isolated national park. The teacher has split you into groups. Your 
group has taken the ‘slow and steady’ approach while the rest of the class, 
including the teacher, power ahead. You have lost sight of them about half an 
hour ago- but you aren’t worried because the teacher has set 2pm as lunchtime 
when everyone will stop to eat in the shade.  
There is no phone reception, no other walkers doing the hike that you have passed 
so far, marker signs at splits in the path only. The weather is cloudy with the 
occasional drizzle of rain.  
You wear hiking boots, long pants, hat and a jumper tied around your waste. In 
your pack, you have: 2 litre water bottle, 2 sandwiches, a packet of chips, white 
pair of socks, torch, notepad and pencils. The rest of your group have similar 
supplies- although one also has a pocket mirror; another has a pocket knife; and a 
third has a lighter.  
As you walk, you get this sense that someone is watching you. You can’t seem to 
shake the feeling. Snapping twigs, movement in the corner of your eye. You are 
anxious out here alone with your group and get the sense in your belly that 
something is wrong.  
What do you do?  
 

 
WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 8- STORM 

You are on a school excursion, kayaking down a river system just out of town. It is 
bushy on both sides of the wide river, you pass cleared farmland occasionally as 
you row. It’s been approximately 2 hours of exploring and floating down the river. 
You and your friends have already pretended to flip the boats and splashed each 
other with the oars- as a result you are wet.  
You are the last two kayak in the group- the others turning a bend in the river 
ahead. The teacher is pushing everyone to paddle as fast as they can to beat a 
brewing storm that is brewing behind you- upstream. There is a bus and kayak 
trailer waiting for you all in a clearing- apparently “not to far” away. You can see 
building storm clouds- dark and foreboding- begin to drop large sheets of rain in 
the distance behind you. You wonder and hope if you will be able to out-paddle it. 
You and your group each have a large bottle of water at your feet, snacks in your 
pockets, hats on your heads, in bathers with shirt and shorts. Everyone is barefoot. 
Everyone left their technology back in the bus at the teacher’s request.  
 Suddenly the storm is upon you- heavy wind, thick rain, lightening. You can’t see 
your classmates or teacher and are unsure where the meeting place is or how far.  
What do you do? 
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WORST CASE SCENARIO- CARD 9- CRASH 

You and your group are driving through the outback. It is a long, straight road. 
Desert only broken by small shrubby plants occasionally either side. You haven’t 
seen many cars along the way- so you feel like you are the only people in the 
world out here. Phone reception is poor or non-existent.  
Each of you have: bedding, clothes, toiletries. There is also snacks and water in an 
esky with ice. There is also sunscreen, a small first aid kit, spare tyre and tools.  
You have notified people at your destination where you are travelling from and 
when you are expected in.  
It is hot- maybe 38 degrees Celsius- dry heat. You have the air conditioning 
blasting.  
Up ahead you see smoke. As you drive closer you can see it is a car crash. Your 
heart races.  
What do you do?  
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Scavenger Hunt 
• Group students into 2-4. 

• Provide students with the hunt card and pencil and tech with camera option 

• Set the time frame for students to return (this may be a timer on the tech/camera or 

just set by teacher) 

• Set the rules and expectations: 

o Walk with your team 

o Respectful and quiet around other classes 

o Do not remove items- take pictures or record details 

o Stay in teacher line of sight or seek permission to leave  

 

 

feather 

 

 

First Nations art 

 

Aboriginal Flag 

 

school bus 

 

 

scrap metal 

 

emergency 

 

pair of runners 

 

 

a teacher 

 

a footprint 
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Picture Story Building 
1. Make groups of three or four students. 

2. Provide groups with a picture sheet.  

3. Each group should look at the pictures, discuss and build a story around it.  

4. Teachers may need to explicitly model how to complete this task, explain 

expectations and rules to students can complete the task. 

Rules could include: every person must take turn to write, go around asking each for 

ideas, every person must contribute at least one part of the story.  
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Describe A to Z 
 

Look at the cover and blurb of the book. Students must brainstorm a word (or a set number 

of words) for each letter of the alphabet that they think might be connected to the book. 

 

At the end of the book students may reflect and add new words from what they know and 

understand of the book. 

Example things students might brainstorm include- you may use these to prompt students:  

A- Alone, ants, analogy radio, ambulance, air response, air search, assignment, 

accident, Aboriginal 

B- Boulder, brave, bites, broken down, blisters, boils, burn, bogged, bored, backpack, 

bulldust, back road, bias 

C- Car, caravan, camping, cold, cuts, cliff, community, cave, crash, culture, class, crime, 

criminal, city, Country, custodians, Creations, competition, carnival, 

D- Dog, ditch, dig, dirt, drought, dry, dark, dirty, decisions, death, dangerous, Dreaming, 

Dreamtime 

E- Edge, echo, etchings, emergency services, emergency response, emergency crew, 

expectations, excursion,   

F- Fish, found, frightened, fear, feet, football, footprint, fire, flood, flash flooding, First 

Nations,   

G- Girl, ground, grit, grass, guilty, gravel, 

H- Hot, humid, hard, helicopter, hiking, hiking boots 

I- Illegal, itchy, isolated, interrogation, incident 

J- Jump, justify,  

K- Kick 

L- Long, light, lost,  

M- Monster, missing, mud, mystery, murder, 

N- Nervous,  

O- Outback, opportunity, on-looker, outstation 

P- Police, people, patrol, payback, perpetrator, pest,  

Q- Query, question, quick,  

R- Response, reason, roads, risk, red dirt, run, racism, retribution, revenge, 

responsibility, recruiters, reprieve, riverbed, rocky,  

S- Students, stranded, scared, stuck, songlines, sandy, sneak 

T- Tracking, trick, trapped, tracked, Traditional Language, Traditional Law, Traditional 

Country  

U- UHF, understanding, uncontrollable, unknown, unexpected, under,  

V- Venture, violence, vengeance, victim,  

W- Water, wander, watercourse, wanted,  

X- X marks the spot, eXtreme  

Y- Young,  

Z- Ziplock, zig zag, zero tolerance, zero chance,   
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Loved the Resource 
  

Author Website:  

www.carlandhakea.com.au  

Find additional resources, sign up for newsletter, connect 

Teachers Pay Teachers Store (TPT): 

www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus 

Find more resources, follow the store, rate the resource for credits. 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors 

Like the page, leave a review, comment and connect 

Instagram: 

www.Instagram.com/carlandhakeaauthors 

Follow, comment and connect 

Pinterest: 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/carlandhakea/teaching-tracks-

of-the-missing-magabala/ 

Follow, pin ideas, share ideas 

Purchase 

additional 

teaching resources 

 for this text 

 at our TPT store! 

http://www.carlandhakea.com.au/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus
http://www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors
http://www.instagram.com/carlandhakeaauthors
https://www.pinterest.com.au/carlandhakea/teaching-tracks-of-the-missing-magabala/
https://www.pinterest.com.au/carlandhakea/teaching-tracks-of-the-missing-magabala/
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More from the Store 
 

  

  

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Studies-Teaching-Pack-7757531
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Guide-7757534
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Hook-7757540
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Trading-Cards-Tracks-of-the-Missing-Magabala-7751061
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hands-On-Novel-Study-7757544
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Prompts-7757545

