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Terms of Use 
 

 

Thank you for downloading this free resource to support the study of 

Tracks of the Missing (Magabala 2022).  

Please note, this free resource is encouraged to be shared via the 

download links to our TPT store and website. Paid resources will 

often be single teacher downloads with permission to copy for your 

classroom use only.  

We appreciate you sending your colleagues to our TPT store or 

website to download this free resource themselves. Do not post this 

product electronically in ANY form. Do not copy or sell any part of 

these product. To do so violates the Digital Millennium Copyright 

Act.  

If you have found this resource useful in your classroom, we would 

love your review on our Teachers Pay Teachers store, by sharing your 

experience on our Facebook page. Your support sharing your review 

will help us reach more students and teachers.  

We have used the Australian Curriculum.  

All rights reserved by Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler and The Remote 

Teacher Australia. 

 

 

  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus
http://www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors


Instructions for Use 
This resource gives you the basics to begin your study of Tracks of 

the Missing (Magabala 2022) with unit plan and sample worksheets. 

You can use this resource by: 

- Use the unit plan and sample worksheets ‘as is’ for a basic 

novel study 

- Edit the unit plan to tailor for your class, students and 

curriculum- adding your own activities, worksheets and ideas or 

those from our list of resources 

 

This novel could be studied as part of broader units such as: 

- Belonging  

- Heroes and Villains  

- Exploring issues of identity and belonging 

- Encountering conflict 

- Texts and human experiences 

- Language, identity, culture 

 

Additional resources can be purchased from our website or TPT 

store: 

www.carlandhakea.com.au 

www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tracks-of-the-Missing-Teaching-Resources-Growing-Bundle-7753828
http://www.carlandhakea.com.au/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus


Novel Study: Tracks of the Missing (Magabala 2022) 

Year Level Year 9-10 Duration 10 weeks 

Unit Description Achievement Standard to be Assessed 
Tracks of the Missing is co-written by a First 
Nations author, Carl Merrison- a culturally 
diverse narrative from culturally diverse 
author. This YA suspense thriller based in 
remote outback Australia with a First Nations 
protagonist allows Year 9 and 10 readers to 
experience parts of Australia, characters and 
Australian history that they may have not 
read about before.  
 
The unit contributes to achieving General 
Capabilities: Ethical Understandings, 
Intercultural Understanding, Critical and 
Creative Thinking, and the Cross-Curriculum 
Priority: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Histories and Cultures 
 
The ‘big ideas’ of this unit, include the 
importance of diverse First Nations culture, 
language, stories, and experiences.  
 
The inquiry questions that shape this unit 
include:  
How are the experiences of remote outback 
First Nations people different to those near 
where you are? 
What unique opportunities and challenges do 
First Nations people in remote outback 
communities face?  
 

 

Year 9 
Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 
By the end of Year 9, students analyse the ways that text structures can be manipulated for effect. They analyse and 
explain how images, vocabulary choices and language features distinguish the work of individual authors. 
They evaluate and integrate ideas and information from texts to form their own interpretations. They select evidence 
from texts to analyse and explain how language choices and conventions are used to influence 
an audience. They listen for ways texts position an audience. 
Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 
Students understand how to use a variety of language features to create different levels of meaning. They understand 
how interpretations can vary by comparing their responses to texts to the responses of others. In creating texts, students 
demonstrate how manipulating language features and images can create innovative texts. 
Students create texts that respond to issues, interpreting and integrating ideas from other texts. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, comparing and evaluating responses to ideas and 
issues. They edit for effect, selecting vocabulary and grammar that contribute to the precision and persuasiveness of 
texts and using accurate spelling and punctuation. 
 
Year 10 
Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 
By the end of Year 10, students evaluate how text structures can be used in innovative ways by different authors. They 
explain how the choice of language features, images and vocabulary contributes to the development of individual style. 
They develop and justify their own interpretations of texts. They evaluate other interpretations, analysing the evidence 
used to support them. They listen for ways features within texts can be manipulated to achieve particular effects. 
Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 
Students show how the selection of language features can achieve precision and stylistic effect. They explain different 
viewpoints, attitudes and perspectives through the development of cohesive and logical arguments. They develop their 
own style by experimenting with language features, stylistic devices, text structures and images. 
Students create a wide range of texts to articulate complex ideas. They make presentations and contribute actively to 
class and group discussions, building on others' ideas, solving problems, justifying opinions and developing and 
expanding arguments. They demonstrate understanding of grammar, vary vocabulary choices for impact, and accurately 
use spelling and punctuation when creating and editing texts. 
 



 

Australian Curriculum Links 
Content Descriptions 

Language Year 9 Year 10 

Language for interaction 
Understand that roles and relationships are developed and challenged through 
language and interpersonal skills (ACELA1551 - Scootle ) 
Text structure and organisation 
Understand that authors innovate with text structures and language for 
specific purposes and effects (ACELA1553 - Scootle ) 
Expressing and developing ideas 
Identify how vocabulary choices contribute to specificity, abstraction and 
stylistic effectiveness (ACELA1561 - Scootle ) 
 

Language for interaction 
Understand how language use can have inclusive and exclusive 
social effects, and can empower or disempower 
people (ACELA1564 - Scootle ) 
Understand that people’s evaluations of texts are influenced by 
their value systems, the context and the purpose and mode of 
communication (ACELA1565 - Scootle ) 

Literature Literature and context 
Interpret and compare how representations of people and culture in literary 
texts are drawn from different historical, social and cultural 
contexts (ACELT1633 - Scootle ) 
Responding to literature 
Present an argument about a literary text based on initial impressions and 
subsequent analysis of the whole text (ACELT1771 - Scootle ) 
Reflect on, discuss and explore notions of literary value and how and why such 
notions vary according to context (ACELT1634 - Scootle ) 
Explore and reflect on personal understanding of the world and significant 
human experience gained from interpreting various representations of life 
matters in texts (ACELT1635 - Scootle ) 
Examining literature 
Analyse texts from familiar and unfamiliar contexts, and discuss and evaluate 
their content and the appeal of an individual author’s literary style (ACELT1636 
- Scootle ) 
 

Literature and context 
Compare and evaluate a range of representations of individuals 
and groups in different historical, social and cultural 
contexts (ACELT1639 - Scootle ) 
Responding to literature 
Reflect on, extend, endorse or refute others’ interpretations of and 
responses to literature (ACELT1640 - Scootle ) 
Analyse and explain how text structures, language 
features and visual features of texts and the context in which texts 
are experienced may influence audience response (ACELT1641 - 
Scootle ) 
Evaluate the social, moral and ethical positions represented in 
texts (ACELT1812 - Scootle ) 
Examining literature 
Identify, explain and discuss how narrative viewpoint, structure, 
characterisation and devices including analogy and satire shape 
different interpretations and responses to a text (ACELT1642 - 
Scootle ) 
Compare and evaluate how ‘voice’ as a literary device can be used 
in a range of different types of texts such as poetry to evoke 
particular emotional responses (ACELT1643 - Scootle ) 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1551
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1553
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1561
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1564
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1565
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1633
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1771
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1634
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1635
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1636
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1636
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1639
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1640
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1641
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1641
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1812
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1642
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1642
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1643


Analyse and evaluate text structures and language features of 
literary texts and make relevant thematic and intertextual 
connections with other texts (ACELT1774 - Scootle ) 
Creating Literature 
Create imaginative texts that make relevant thematic and 
intertextual connections with other texts (ACELT1644 - Scootle ) 

Literacy Texts in context 
Analyse how the construction and interpretation of texts, including media 
texts, can be influenced by cultural perspectives and other texts (ACELY1739 - 
Scootle ) 
Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 
Interpret, analyse and evaluate how different perspectives of issue, event, 
situation, individuals or groups are constructed to serve specific purposes in 
texts (ACELY1742 - Scootle ) 
Apply an expanding vocabulary to read increasingly complex texts with fluency 
and comprehension (ACELY1743 - Scootle ) 
Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse texts, comparing and 
evaluating representations of an event, issue, situation or character in different 
texts (ACELY1744 - Scootle ) 
Explore and explain the combinations of language and visual choices that 
authors make to present information, opinions and perspectives in different 
texts (ACELY1745 - Scootle ) 
Creating texts 
Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that present a point of 
view and advance or illustrate arguments, including texts that integrate visual, 
print and/or audio features (ACELY1746 - Scootle ) 
Review and edit students’ own and others’ texts to improve clarity and control 
over content, organisation, paragraphing, sentence structure, vocabulary and 
audio/visual features (ACELY1747 - Scootle ) 

Texts in context 
Analyse and evaluate how people, cultures, places, events, objects 
and concepts are represented in texts, including media texts, 
through language, structural and/or visual choices (ACELY1749 - 
Scootle ) 
Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 
Identify and analyse implicit or explicit values, beliefs and 
assumptions in texts and how these are influenced by purposes 
and likely audiences (ACELY1752 - Scootle ) 
Use comprehension strategies to compare and contrast 
information within and between texts, identifying and analysing 
embedded perspectives, and evaluating supporting 
evidence (ACELY1754 - Scootle ) 
Creating texts 
Create sustained texts, including texts that combine specific digital 
or media content, for imaginative, informative, or persuasive 
purposes that reflect upon challenging and complex 
issues (ACELY1756 - Scootle ) 
Review, edit and refine students’ own and others’ texts for control 
of content, organisation, sentence structure, vocabulary, 
and/or visual features to achieve particular purposes and 
effects (ACELY1757 - Scootle ) 
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General Capabilities 
Intercultural 
Understandings 

Students develop intercultural understanding as they learn to value their own cultures, languages and beliefs, and those of others. They come 
to understand how personal, group and national identities are shaped, and the variable and changing nature of culture. Intercultural 
understanding involves students learning about and engaging with diverse cultures in ways that recognise commonalities and differences, 
create connections with others and cultivate mutual respect. 

Critical and Creative 
Thinking 

Students develop capability in critical and creative thinking as they learn to generate and evaluate knowledge, clarify concepts and ideas, seek 
possibilities, consider alternatives and solve problems. Critical and creative thinking involves students thinking broadly and deeply using skills, 
behaviours and dispositions such as reason, logic, resourcefulness, imagination and innovation in all learning areas at school and in their lives 
beyond school. 

Ethical Understanding Students develop ethical understanding as they identify and investigate the nature of ethical concepts, values and character traits, and 
understand how reasoning can assist ethical judgement. Ethical understanding involves students building a strong personal and socially 
oriented ethical outlook that helps them to manage context, conflict and uncertainty, and to develop an awareness of the influence that their 
values and behaviour have on others. It does this through fostering the development of ‘personal values and attributes such as honesty, 
resilience, empathy and respect for others’, and the capacity to act with ethical integrity, as outlined in the Melbourne Declaration on 
Educational Goals for Young Australians (MCEETYA 2008, p. 9). 

 

Cross Curriculum Priorities  
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Histories 
and Cultures 

Country/Place 

OI.1 Australia has two distinct Indigenous groups: Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and within those groups there is 
significant diversity. 

OI.2 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities maintain a special connection to and responsibility for Country/Place. 

OI.3 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have holistic belief systems and are spiritually and intellectually connected to the land, sea, 
sky and waterways. 

Culture 

OI.4 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies have many Language Groups. 

OI.5 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ ways of life are uniquely expressed through ways of being, knowing, thinking and doing. 

OI.6 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples live in Australia as first peoples of Country or Place and demonstrate resilience in 
responding to historic and contemporary impacts of colonisation.  

People 

OI.7 The broader Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies encompass a diversity of nations across Australia. 

OI.8 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples' family and kinship structures are strong and sophisticated. 

OI.9 The significant contributions of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the present and past are acknowledged locally, 
nationally and globally. 

 



Week Focus Learning Activities Resources 
Prep Teacher 

Preparation 
Learn and upskill in preparation for teaching Tracks of the Missing text. 
  
This may include editing this unit plan to meet the needs of your class, accessing the Study Guide, 
participating in the Teacher PD training, deciding on which resources to use and setting up your class 
displays/decorations.  

(The below listed resources are available in a bundle 
available here- or as individual resources below. All 
resources are available to purchase on the website 

www.carlandhakea.com.au ) 
 

Purchase 
Study guide,  
Teacher PD,  
Review TPT resources,  
Decorations 
 

1 Pre-Reading Create an engaging Book Hook to spark students’ curiosity, increase student engagement, increase 
retention. If you are unable to access the Book Hooks use the Symbolism Backpack activity.  
 
Activate prior knowledge, encourage students to use inference and make predictions through the 
WebQuest or the Book Hook suggestions.  
 

Purchase 
Book Hooks, 
WebQuest,  
Assessment Pack (has pre 
assessment tasks) 
 
Free 
Symbolism Backpack 

2 Background 
Knowledge 

Some classes will need this week to build their background knowledge and vocabulary so they have a 
firm base from which to understand the reading of the text. Teachers may decide that their class can dive 
straight into the text study and move to week 3.  
 
To build background knowledge teachers look at the AIATSIS First Nations map and reflect on the 
number of language groups that exist in Australia. Discuss unique language, culture and experience. 
Students identify who the traditional owners of where they are. Discuss how the First Nations people of 
the book will likely be different in culture, language and lifestyle than the First Nations peoples near you. 
 
Reflect on Our Lens- Values and Context so students can understand how our culture, upbringing and 
history shapes us. Discuss how understanding different perspectives increases understanding, empathy 
and opportunities for reconciliation.   
 
Read the author’s previous novella, Black Cockatoo, which is a quick and easy text to allow discussion of 
author style, common topics and themes. Compare the cover style of both texts CompareCovers. 
 
Explore the Issues Study resources allowing students to develop the background knowledge of some of 
the issues they will explore in the text.  
 

Purchase 
Assessment Pack (has pre 
assessment tasks), 
Issues Study 
 
Free 
Our Lens- Values and Context 
CompareCovers 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Guide-7757534
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tracks-of-the-Missing-Teacher-PD-7923234
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Decorations-7879158
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tracks-of-the-Missing-Teaching-Resources-Growing-Bundle-7753828
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tracks-of-the-Missing-Teaching-Resources-Growing-Bundle-7753828
http://www.carlandhakea.com.au/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Guide-7757534
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tracks-of-the-Missing-Teacher-PD-7923234
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Theremoteteacheraus
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Decorations-7879158
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Hook-7757540
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-WebQuest-7923259
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Hook-7757540
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-WebQuest-7923259
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Assessments-7879436
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Assessments-7879436
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Issues-Study-7923274
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Assessments-7879436
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Assessments-7879436
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Issues-Study-7923274


3 Novel Study Read chapters 1-4 across the week. Teacher decides the mode of text reading that best suits the class- 
individual reading, reading groups, teacher read aloud, class read.  
 
Investigate the setting of the story using the Teaching Pack or Creative Activities worksheets- using this 
Setting Prompts 
Investigate the characters of the setting using the Teaching Pack worksheets, Trading Cards or the 
sample sheet Tracks of the Missing- Trading Cards 
Complete learning activities which could include the attached Chapter 1-4 comprehension questions.  
 
Additional learning activities could include differentiated character profiles and maps, fun and engaging 
hands on learning activities, drawing setting or characters based on text descriptions and more.  

Purchase 
Tracks of the Missing Teaching 
Pack, 
Hands On Activities Pack,  
Character Trading Cards 
Creative Activities Pack 
Student Videos 
Teaching Pack 
 
Free 
Tracks of the Missing- Trading 
Cards 
Tracks of the Missing- 
Comprehension Questions 

4 Novel Study Read chapters 5-9 across the week.  
Complete the range of learning activities available which could include the attached Chapter 5-9 
comprehension questions or other learning activities as linked to the right. Utilise the Student Videos.  

5 Novel Study Read chapters 10-14 across the week. 
Complete learning activities which could include the attached Chapters 10-14 comprehension questions 
or other learning activities as linked to the right. Utilise the Student Videos. 

6 Novel Study Read chapters 15-19 across the week. 
Complete learning activities which could include the attached Chapters 15-19 comprehension questions 
or other learning activities as linked to the right. Utilise the Student Videos. 

7 Novel Study Read chapters 20-22 across the week.  
Complete learning activities which could include the attached Chapters 20-22 comprehension questions 
or other learning activities as linked to the right. Utilise the Student Videos. 

8 Consolidation Some consolidation activities could include:  
- Complete the Review Booklet to consolidate their knowledge.  
- The Escape Room task to use their knowledge in a fun way.  

Purchase 
Creative Writing Prompts,  
Issues studies,  
Escape Room,  
Creative Activities Pack, 
Assessment Pack 
Review Booklet 
 
Free 

 

9 Assessment As per needs of your class but may include:  
- Specific Curriculum Aligned questions or essay topics (Assessment Pack) 
- Converting a chapter of the text to a script and performance (other creative alternatives in the 

Creative Activities Pack) 
- Creative writing piece based on the book (Creative Writing Prompts). 

10 Assessment 

 

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Studies-Teaching-Pack-7757531
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Novel-Study-Activities-7875947
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Studies-Teaching-Pack-7757531
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Trading-Cards-Tracks-of-the-Missing-Magabala-7751061
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Studies-Teaching-Pack-7757531
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Studies-Teaching-Pack-7757531
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hands-On-Novel-Study-7757544
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Novel-Study-Activities-7875947
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Student-Novel-Study-Videos-7923318
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Student-Novel-Study-Videos-7923318
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Review-Flip-Book-7895818
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Escape-Room-7923309
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Prompts-7757545
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Issues-Study-7923274
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Escape-Room-7923309
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Novel-Study-Activities-7875947
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Assessments-7879436
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Review-Flip-Book-7895818
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Assessments-7879436
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Novel-Study-Activities-7875947
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Prompts-7757545


Sample Teaching Resources 

 
 

These resources are from larger, comprehensive resource 

packs to complement the study of Tracks of the Missing. You 

can invest in any of the additional teaching products to 

enhance the delivery of your unit.  

Contents:  

- Symbolism Backpack (from the Book Hooks Pack) 

- Compare Covers (from the Creative Novel Study Activities pack) 

- Our Lens- Values and Context (from the Assessment pack) 

- Setting writing prompts (from the Creative Writing Pack) 

- Trading Card samples (from the Trading Card Pack)  

- Comprehension Questions  

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Hook-7757540
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Novel-Study-Activities-7875947
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Assessments-7879436
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Prompts-7757545
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Trading-Cards-Tracks-of-the-Missing-Magabala-7751061


Symbolism Backpack 
Introduce Tracks of the Missing while reinforcing symbolism and inference skills.   

Fill a backpack with items that are found in the text: 

- Feathers 

- Wide brim hat 

- Footprint cast 

- School uniform 

- Bit of scrap metal 

- Piece of tyre rubber 

- A jar of red sand 

- Aboriginal art or artefact 

- Police cap/badge 

- White powder in a small plastic bag (illicit drug trade) 

(Pictures will also work if you can’t find all the tangible items you want to add to your 

suitcase)  

Activity Instructions: 

1. Group students into pairs or groups of four.  

2. Give students time to examine the objects and make inferences as to what the 

novel might be about.  

3. Students can create a mind map or brainstorm to guess what their next novel 

will be.  

4. Present their predictions to the class and explain how the objects led them to 

these conclusions.  

5. When students make the deeper connections required of this activity, they are 

activating their critical thinking skills. They will be more engaged in reading to 

see if their predictions were right.  
  



  



Our Lens- Values and Context 
Task:  

Our evaluations of texts are influenced by our values, context and the purpose and mode of 

communication. Think about the ‘glasses’ or ‘lens’ you view the world through.  

 

Think about your culture, spirituality, socio-economic background, experiences growing up that 

shape how you see things now. They all ‘shape’ the way you see the world, people, issues and 

events. It is like the screen through which you are always filtering information through- the 

‘glasses’/’lens’ you view the world through.  

 

For example- a Christian might view marriage equality issues different than someone who grew up 

agnostic. Tax issues may be viewed differently by someone who is low socio-economic than 

someone who is high-socio economic background. Someone who grew up in Asia may have a 

different opinion on food, fashion and family than someone who grew up in regional Australia.  

 

Culture: Spirituality: Socio-Economic: Experiences: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Australian Curriculum Link: 

Year 10: Understand that people’s evaluations of texts are influenced by their value systems, 

the context and the purpose and mode of communication (ACELA1565 - Scootle ) 

  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1565


Setting Prompts 
Written  

- Write your own description of the Australian outback setting using Tracks of the Missing as inspiration. 

- Write about the fire that crossed the main road out near the national park.  

- Write about the floods that washed through the national park from rain upstream. 

- Write about the prompt ‘lands of drought and flooding rains’.  

- Using some of the descriptions of setting from the book, use a similar style to describe your local area.  

- Write a narrative that is set in a national park.  

Picture 
Use the below picture prompts to write your own outback inspired written response. 

  

  
 

Music 
Listen to the lyrics of these songs and response with your own written response. 

- Kimberley Song by Steve Case: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY_d91bf9Tk 

- Kimberley Time by Chris Matthews: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1II4lbFCF6s 

- Anywhere but the Kimberleys by Kevin Gunn: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLIS0cvLdP4 

Video 
Watch this video of the Kimberley (where Tracks of the Missing is likely set) and write your own creative 

writing piece in response. 

The Kimberley by Dan Proud: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8mlaQ2lDI4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY_d91bf9Tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1II4lbFCF6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLIS0cvLdP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8mlaQ2lDI4


Tracks of the Missing- Trading Cards 
These are one of the card sets from the Trading Cards Pack which comes will full character set and 

instructions for a variety of activities you can do with them. 

For this sheet of cards you could: have students complete the description on Card 2 based on 

description in the book, ask students to draw their own vison for Deklan Archer based on 

descriptions for Card 3 or create their own character trading card for Card 4. 

                            

 

                              



Tracks of the Missing- Comprehension Questions 
 

Chapter 1 ALARM   

1. Where do you think the book might be set based on the first paragraph of the first chapter 

(pg1)? 

2. What is Deklan’s attitude towards death in the outback? What does this tell the reader 

about life in the outback?  

3. List some of the ways that people can die in the outback? Would you say that these are also 

risks in your town?  

4. Who do you think “the old folk”(pg2) are? 

5. What do you know about the “grog rules” or “black market” in outback communities? What 

does this paragraph (pg3) tell us about race relations, stereotypes and racism in the outback 

town? 

6. What do you think the secretary is not taking responsibility (pg5&6)? 

7. In this chapter, Deklan plays down some of the mischief he gets up to as ‘normal’ or “not too 

bad”. Would these things be considered ‘bad’ by standards in your community? What clues 

does Deklan give about why he does some of those things? 

8. Ms Wilson shares a lot of information about the case. Do you think it is an appropriate way 

for a principal to behave? What factors lead to her revealing so much?  

9. “Too many things have been pinned on us mob in the past for no good reason.” (pg10). 

What is Deklan referring to when he says this? What do you know about these issues?  

10. In dot points list some of the logistics of the camp and missing students case. 

11. Why might it be hard to find the missing bus (pg11-12)?  

12. The top of page 13 reveals how out of depth Ms Wilson is. Why is she out of her depth? 

What does this reveal about teachers, principals and schools in some outback communities? 

13. What type of person is Mr Henry described as on page 15? 

14. Deklan says “Nothing too dramatic ever happens in this town” (pg16) then goes on to list 

some of the “background noise” events that do happen fairly regularly. Would these events 

be normal “background noise” in your town? What does this tell us about Deklan’s life?  

Chapter 2 NOT A USUAL DAY  

1. “The police have been known to put kids in the cells” (pg 18). What do you think it would be 

like to be in a police van and cell?  

2. “I only got in maybe two weeks ago I’m usually from out community but come schooling 

here with my family sometimes” (pg 19). What does this tell us about Deklan’s life?  

3. Describe the layout of the town from page 25. What does this tell you about the town and 

community?  

4. Why had Mr Henry got away with doing illegal stuff in town and out in the Aboriginal 

communities for so long? (pg 26). 

5. How does Deklan feel about drugs (pg27)? 

 

 

 



Chapter 3 TECH DETECTIVES  

1.  List some of the arguments going on in Deklan’s head on pages 30-32. What do you think he 

should do?  

2. What do you think “wrong skin for me” (page 33) might mean?  

3. How are Willum and Deklan related to Brooklyn?  

4. What impression do you get about boarding school in this chapter? Why do students go to 

‘school away’? What does that tell you about smaller country town schools?  

5. Why is the football game so important to Deklan? Why might it be a “once in a lifetime” 

opportunity for him?  

6. The way Michael’s brother died is revealed in this chapter. How did he die? Why does 

Deklan feel guilty about it?  

7. What reasons does Deklan explain for getting in trouble back out in his home community?  

8. What does Deklan’s explanations for his criminal activities out in his home community tell us 

about life out there? 

 

Chapter 4  DILEMMA  

1. What were the environmental conditions out in the outback over the past week? How might 

they contribute to the situation do you think? 

2. Why would getting recruited to represent the states be such a big thing for Deklan or his 

mates?  

Chapter 5 THE CRASH  

1. The authors write “He is talking in a mix of traditional language and Kriole that my brain 

quickly translates with ease” then write Grandfather’s speech in Standard Australian English. 

Why do you think they did it this way?  

2. What happens to Michael in this chapter and how does he respond? Do you think it is a fair 

reaction?  

3. “Government crunched some numbers” (pg51)- what numbers did they crunch? How does 

Deklan rationalise the numbers? How do those broad statistics make you feel?  

4. What do we learn about Michael’s mum in this chapter?  

5. Why does Grandfather want Deklan to come with him?  

6. “I was always taught don’t choose anything over..” (pg54). What was Deklan to always value 

above all else? How does this help you to better understand him as a character? 

7. Why has it been a long time since Deklan went out bush with his Elders? 

8. What does Grandfather say has happened at the crash site and how did he come to these 

conclusions?  

 

 

 

 



Chapter 6 RANGER  

1. Who is the woman and why is she there? 

2. How does Deklan feel about the ‘grey nomads’? 

3. What do we learn about Grandfather’s working life? 

4. What does Deklan think his grandfather deserves on page 69? 

5. What is polite protocol when talking in Deklan’s culture?  

6. How is the landscape and weather described in this scene? What picture are the authors 

creating for readers? 

7. What suspicious activities had the ranger been involved in?  

8. Why do Deklan and his grandfather ‘borrow’ the police car? 

9. Describe the campsite. What clues do you think are hidden in this scene? 

Chapter 7BUSH   

1. How does Deklan describe connection to spirituality in this chapter? 

2. What are Deklan and his grandfather following to tell them which way to go into the bush? 

3. Why does Deklan feel lucky to have his connection to culture and land?  

Chapter 8 MURDERERS, MONSTERS AND MANIA  
1. What is holding Deklan back from running to help at the sound of the scream? 

2. What is revealed about the bus in this chapter? 

Chapter 9 CONNECTION  
1. What had made the scary sound? Have you heard either sound before? 

2. Why was there a “divide in town”? 

3. How does Deklan describe intergenerational trauma? 

4. Why did Deklan steal the car he describes in this chapter? 

5. How does Grandfather’s opinion of the police differ to Deklan’s? 

6. How does Grandfather know where they are? 

7. What happened to some of the rock art in the early days? 

8. Why does Deklan think he would not get selected for a “fancy” boarding school? 

9. Why is Deklan torn about helping his family out on stations? 

10. What growth did you see in Deklan in this chapter? How did his attitude change? 

Chapter 10 THE PACK  
1. How does Deklan feel about eating fresh food over supermarket foods? 

2. What does Deklan reveal about his traditional language? 

3. How does Deklan save them from the dingos? 

 

 



Chapter 11 GUILT  
1. What is revealed at the crash site in this chapter? 

Chapter 12 GROUND ZERO  
1. What are some of the threats that might face the 12s that Grandfather states on page 140? 

2. How does Deklan deal with the news? 

3. Do you see any changes in Deklan’s character in this chapter? 

Chapter 13 ACCIDENTS  
1. What is the Lightfoot? 

2. What two things does Grandfather think drew the Lightfoot out? 

Chapter 14 BLOOD   
1. What does Grandfather think will give them a way to overcome the Lightfoot? 

2. What key piece of information is revealed about the Lightfoot? 

Chapter 15 FOUND  
1. What are some of the strange things that have been happening to the year 12s? 

2. Why does Deklan know about the bush medicine? 

3. List some of the key facts about the way the year 12s ended up where they are. 

Chapter 16 PAYBACK  
1. What do you think happened to Hannah? 

2. What do you think the payback will be? 

Chapter 17 THE EXCHANGE  
1. What payback does the Lightfoot take? Why? 

2. How do Deklan and his grandfather feel about this? 

Chapter 18 DISTANCE  
1. What does Deklan wonder about the recent dramas? 

2. What does Deklan feel grateful for? 

 

 

 



Chapter 19 SHOCK  
1. What escape plans does Deklan go through in his head? 

2. Why does Deklan choose not to attempt to escape yet? 

3. What happened to the ranger? 

4. What does the Lightfoot want Deklan to do? 

Chapter 20 WATCH AND LEARN  
1. How do the authors show passing of time in this chapter? 

2. How does Deklan’s thinking change over this chapter? 

Chapter 21 LAW  
1. Why do you think this chapter has so few words? 

2. What do you think is implied in this chapter? 

3. Why did the authors dedicate so many pages to an ‘empty’ chapter? 

Chapter 22 LIGHTFOOT  
1. How does the nurses’ conversation set the scene? What has happened? 

2. Who is the man in the bed?  

3. What has the man in the coma done wrong? 

4. Do you think Deklan did something to the machine? Do you think it was a coincidence that 

the man flatlines at that time?  
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