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Australian Curriculum linked for grades 9-10 

Differentiated abilities (Low Literacy- L, Medium Literacy- M, Higher Ability- H and A- 

Aboriginal Students) 

Worksheet templates allow flexible delivery of content to match your students’ needs  

  



Terms of Use 
 

 

Thank you for purchasing this resource to support the study of Tracks 

of the Missing (Magabala 2022).  

As you can imagine resources like this take a lot of time and energy 

by the creators to produce. This resource is purchased for single 

teacher use in their classrooms only- additional copies can be 

purchased from our website shop or TPT store.  

If you have found this resource useful in your classroom, we would 

love your review on our Teachers Pay Teachers store, by sharing your 

experience on our Facebook page. Your support sharing your review 

will help us reach more students and teachers.  

 

Please note, this resource is personal classroom use by a single 

teacher. You have permission to copy for your classroom use only.  

Electronic distribution is limited to your classroom use only. Do not 

post this product electronically in ANY form. Do not copy or sell any 

part of these product. To do so violates the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act.  

If you would like a copy of this product for more than one teacher, 

please download additional licenses, available with a % off the 

original price.  

All rights reserved by Carl Merrison, Hakea Hustler and The Remote 

Teacher Australia. 

 

 

  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus
http://www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors


Special Considerations 
It is important to be aware of the context of your students, your students’ heritage and class cultural mix. You may need to spend time setting up your learning 

environment prior to study to ensure that Aboriginal students feel safe and valued, prejudice opinions are discouraged and the whole class is aware that some 

sensitive issues may be raised or discussed.  

It is highly recommended that you contact and involve local Aboriginal language centre in addition to the study of this book- the local, specific Aboriginal language 

and stories can enhance this book study- compare and contrast your local Aboriginal experience, guest speakers to talk about their experience growing up etc, allow 

opportunity to discuss the diverse face of Aboriginal Australia including different nations, languages, cultures and traditions.  

 
Curriculum Links 

Worksheets in this Learning Resource Pack are closely aligned to the Australian Curriculum Learning Areas English and HASS as well as Cross Curricular Priorities: 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures- as an educator you will decide on the most appropriate worksheets from this pack to cover the 

required Australian Curriculum Outcomes for your students.  

Planning to Study the Text 

Often classes in schools are combinations of two such as 5/6, 7/8 and sometimes 9/10- this often means that texts can not be studied annually as one cohort has 

already completed the novel study. Another issue for a popular text (such as Jandamarra for schools in the Kimberleys) is that teachers from different years plan 

to study it without consultation to see if it has been studied previously. A school Scope and Sequence document might work to overcome this issue- staff may plan a 

bi-annual study of the text in one class combination- such as 9/10. 

  

Using the worksheet 

This Learning Resource Package is made to be flexible- print the worksheets in booklets (covers at the end) to work through as a class or self-directed, print as you 

go individual sheets, save the worksheets on school shared drive for students to complete, project the worksheets on the board for students to copy or to work on 

together on interactive whiteboard. In schools with high transiency or attendance issues- students might be allocated a self-paced work package to work through 

when in attendance.  



Tracks of the Missing Australian Curriculum Links 

 

Tracks of the Missing is suitable for study in Grades 7-10.  Teachers should be   mindful that some of the issues in the 

text could be distressing for some students. The text explores issues of drug use, deaths in custody, Stolen 

Generation, suicide and other raw topics. As such we have explored the Currciulum Links in Year 9-10, however 

other links could easily be made for the lower secondary curriculum.  

Australian Curriculum Links 
Content Descriptions 

Language Year 9 Year 10 

Language for interaction 
Understand that roles and relationships are developed 
and challenged through language and interpersonal 
skills (ACELA1551 - Scootle ) 
Text structure and organisation 
Understand that authors innovate with text structures 
and language for specific purposes and 
effects (ACELA1553 - Scootle ) 
Expressing and developing ideas 
Identify how vocabulary choices contribute to 
specificity, abstraction and stylistic 
effectiveness (ACELA1561 - Scootle ) 
 

Language for interaction 
Understand how language use can have inclusive 
and exclusive social effects, and can empower or 
disempower people (ACELA1564 - Scootle ) 
Understand that people’s evaluations of texts are 
influenced by their value systems, the context and 
the purpose and mode of 
communication (ACELA1565 - Scootle ) 

Literature Literature and context 
Interpret and compare how representations of people 
and culture in literary texts are drawn from different 
historical, social and cultural contexts (ACELT1633 - 
Scootle ) 
Responding to literature 
Present an argument about a literary text based on 
initial impressions and subsequent analysis of the 
whole text (ACELT1771 - Scootle ) 
Reflect on, discuss and explore notions of literary 
value and how and why such notions vary according 
to context (ACELT1634 - Scootle ) 
Explore and reflect on personal understanding of the 
world and significant human experience gained from 
interpreting various representations of life matters in 
texts (ACELT1635 - Scootle ) 
Examining literature 
Analyse texts from familiar and unfamiliar contexts, 
and discuss and evaluate their content and the appeal 
of an individual author’s literary style (ACELT1636 - 
Scootle ) 
 

Literature and context 
Compare and evaluate a range of representations of 
individuals and groups in different historical, social 
and cultural contexts (ACELT1639 - Scootle ) 
Responding to literature 
Reflect on, extend, endorse or refute others’ 
interpretations of and responses to 
literature (ACELT1640 - Scootle ) 
Analyse and explain how text structures, language 
features and visual features of texts and 
the context in which texts are experienced may 
influence audience response (ACELT1641 - Scootle ) 
Evaluate the social, moral and ethical positions 
represented in texts (ACELT1812 - Scootle ) 
Examining literature 
Identify, explain and discuss 
how narrative viewpoint, structure, characterisation 
and devices including analogy and satire shape 
different interpretations and responses to 
a text (ACELT1642 - Scootle ) 
Compare and evaluate how ‘voice’ as a literary 
device can be used in a range of different types of 
texts such as poetry to evoke particular emotional 
responses (ACELT1643 - Scootle ) 
Analyse and evaluate text structures and language 
features of literary texts and make relevant thematic 
and intertextual connections with other 
texts (ACELT1774 - Scootle ) 
Creating Literature 
Create imaginative texts that make relevant 
thematic and intertextual connections with other 
texts (ACELT1644 - Scootle ) 

Literacy Texts in context 
Analyse how the construction and interpretation of 
texts, including media texts, can be influenced by 
cultural perspectives and other texts (ACELY1739 - 
Scootle ) 

Texts in context 
Analyse and evaluate how people, cultures, places, 
events, objects and concepts are represented in 
texts, including media texts, through language, 
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Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 
Interpret, analyse and evaluate how different 
perspectives of issue, event, situation, individuals or 
groups are constructed to serve specific purposes in 
texts (ACELY1742 - Scootle ) 
Apply an expanding vocabulary to read increasingly 
complex texts with fluency and 
comprehension (ACELY1743 - Scootle ) 
Use comprehension strategies to interpret and 
analyse texts, comparing and evaluating 
representations of an event, issue, situation or 
character in different texts (ACELY1744 - Scootle ) 
Explore and explain the combinations of language and 
visual choices that authors make to present 
information, opinions and perspectives in different 
texts (ACELY1745 - Scootle ) 
Creating texts 
Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts 
that present a point of view and advance or illustrate 
arguments, including texts that integrate visual, print 
and/or audio features (ACELY1746 - Scootle ) 
Review and edit students’ own and others’ texts to 
improve clarity and control over content, 
organisation, paragraphing, sentence structure, 
vocabulary and audio/visual features (ACELY1747 - 
Scootle ) 

structural and/or visual choices (ACELY1749 - 
Scootle ) 
Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 
Identify and analyse implicit or explicit values, beliefs 
and assumptions in texts and how these are 
influenced by purposes and likely 
audiences (ACELY1752 - Scootle ) 
Use comprehension strategies to compare and 
contrast information within and between texts, 
identifying and analysing embedded perspectives, 
and evaluating supporting evidence (ACELY1754 - 
Scootle ) 
Creating texts 
Create sustained texts, including texts that combine 
specific digital or media content, for imaginative, 
informative, or persuasive purposes that reflect 
upon challenging and complex issues (ACELY1756 - 
Scootle ) 
Review, edit and refine students’ own and others’ 
texts for control of content, 
organisation, sentence structure, vocabulary, 
and/or visual features to achieve particular purposes 
and effects (ACELY1757 - Scootle ) 

 

 

General Capabilities 
Intercultural 
Understandings 

Students develop intercultural understanding as they learn to value their own cultures, languages and 
beliefs, and those of others. They come to understand how personal, group and national identities are 
shaped, and the variable and changing nature of culture. Intercultural understanding involves 
students learning about and engaging with diverse cultures in ways that recognise commonalities and 
differences, create connections with others and cultivate mutual respect. 

Critical and Creative 
Thinking 

Students develop capability in critical and creative thinking as they learn to generate and evaluate 
knowledge, clarify concepts and ideas, seek possibilities, consider alternatives and solve problems. 
Critical and creative thinking involves students thinking broadly and deeply using skills, behaviours and 
dispositions such as reason, logic, resourcefulness, imagination and innovation in all learning areas at 
school and in their lives beyond school. 

Ethical Understanding Students develop ethical understanding as they identify and investigate the nature of ethical 
concepts, values and character traits, and understand how reasoning can assist ethical judgement. 
Ethical understanding involves students building a strong personal and socially oriented ethical 
outlook that helps them to manage context, conflict and uncertainty, and to develop an awareness of 
the influence that their values and behaviour have on others. It does this through fostering the 
development of ‘personal values and attributes such as honesty, resilience, empathy and respect for 
others’, and the capacity to act with ethical integrity, as outlined in the Melbourne Declaration on 
Educational Goals for Young Australians (MCEETYA 2008, p. 9). 

 

Cross Curriculum Priorities  
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander Histories 
and Cultures 

Country/Place 

OI.1 Australia has two distinct Indigenous groups: Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 
and within those groups there is significant diversity. 

OI.2 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities maintain a special connection to and 
responsibility for Country/Place. 

OI.3 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have holistic belief systems and are spiritually and 
intellectually connected to the land, sea, sky and waterways. 

Culture 

OI.4 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies have many Language Groups. 
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OI.5 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ ways of life are uniquely expressed through ways of 
being, knowing, thinking and doing. 

OI.6 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples live in Australia as first peoples of Country or Place 
and demonstrate resilience in responding to historic and contemporary impacts of colonisation.  

People 

OI.7 The broader Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander societies encompass a diversity of nations across 
Australia. 

OI.8 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples' family and kinship structures are strong and 
sophisticated. 

OI.9 The significant contributions of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the 
present and past are acknowledged locally, nationally and globally. 

 



Tuning In 
Activities 

  
 

Pre-Reading Hook Suggestions 
• Book Hook (Introduction Activities)   

• Students could complete the WebQuest 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Hook-7757540
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-WebQuest-7923259


Pre-Reading Predictions 
What do you think this book will be about? Look for clues on and in the text. Draw what you think the characters, setting and plot might be. 
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Pre-Reading Predictions 
What do you think this book will be about? Draw what you think the characters, setting and plot might be and annotate with the words that gave you 

these clues.  
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Pre-Reading Predictions 
What do you think this book will be about? Look for clues on and in the text. 

Front Cover Back Cover Flick through the inside 

What clues can you see on the front cover to 

give you a hint about what the text might be 

about? What is the title? What is the picture? 

Do the colours give you a clue? Does the font 

give you a clue? 

What does the blurb say? What predictions can 

you make from the blurb? Are there any 

pictures, colours or symbols? Does the 

publisher logo give you a clue? 

Quickly flick through some of the pages. Are 

there title headings? Repeated words? Any 

illustrations? What ideas does this give you 

about the text? 
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KWL  
Reflect what you know about life in remote Aboriginal communities and the questions you can think about. Fill out the Know and Want to know columns 

of the KWL chart then as you read add your learnings to the Learnt column.  

Know Want to know Learnt 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Author Investigation 
Understanding the authors can sometimes help you understand their motivations and the experiences that they recreate in their books. Draw what 

you think life was like for both authors growing up. 

Carl Merrison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hakea Hustler 
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camping         gold detecting         basketball 

 

football                friends               family 

 

 bush walking     beaches       pets      

 

reading                          writing      

        playing computers         art  

 

family                friends           music 
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Author Investigation 
Understanding the authors can sometimes help you understand their motivations and the experiences that they recreate in their books. Underline 

key words. Draw what you think life was like for both authors growing up. 

Author, Carl Merrison, is a Jaru/Kija man who grew up in and around Halls Creek in the Kimberley. His grandmother was a victim of the Stolen 

Generation. When he was young Carl would love swimming in waterholes, hunting, fishing, camping out with friends. He moved out of home when he was 

sixteen and lived with friends. Carl still enjoys gold detecting, hunting, gatherings with friends and family, football, basketball and mentoring youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

Co-author, Hakea Hustler, has taught and travelled in many remote areas of Australia including Areyonga, Papunya, Halls Creek and One Arm Point. 

She grew up mainly in the Geelong region but also spent some time in the Northern Rivers NSW. Hakea’s parents broke up when she was six and she 

spent a short time in foster care then 10 years living with her grandparents before moving back in with her father. She studied to be a teacher 

specialising in English and Humanities. She is interested in human and animal rights, education and travel.  
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Author Investigation 
Understanding the authors can sometimes help you understand their motivations and the experiences that they recreate in their books.  

 

 

Author, Carl Merrison, is a Jaru/Kija man who grew up in and around Halls Creek in the Kimberley. His grandmother was a victim of the Stolen 

Generation. Carl enjoys gold detecting, hunting, gatherings with friends and family, football, basketball and mentoring youth. 

1. Search ‘Halls Creek’ up in a search engine- What kind of news stories come up? Make a tally of the first ten you read- positive and negative. 

What impact do you think that those news stories have on the self-perception of Halls Creek people? What challenges do young people in Halls 

Creek face?  

2. Look up the Clontarf Foundation- Halls Creek or the Halls Creek District High School websites. What kind of activities do students in Halls 

Creek do at school or with Clontarf?  

3. Research what other recreational activities people in Halls Creek might enjoy- rodeo, basketball competitions, Halls Creek Hawks and Yardgee 

Dockers football teams, Rungala Horse Riding, Sawpit Gorge, Caroline Springs etc.  

4. Look up Carl Merrison on the internet. What things has Carl been in the news for?  

 

Co-author, Hakea Hustler, has taught and travelled in many remote areas of Australia including Areyonga, Papunya, Halls Creek and One Arm Point. 

She grew up mainly in the Geelong region but also spent some time in the Northern Rivers NSW. Hakea’s parents broke up when she was six and she 

spent a short time in foster care then 10 years living with her grandparents before moving back in with her father. She studied to be a teacher 

specialising in English and Humanities. She is interested in human and animal rights, education and travel.  

1. Look up some of the remote communities that Hakea has worked and volunteered in. Do these communities share anything in common 

together? 

2. Compare and contrast Hakea’s hometown with Carl’s. 

3. What elements of the story do you think Hakea would have shaped around her experiences? 
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Author Investigation 
Understanding the authors can sometimes help you understand their motivations and the experiences that they recreate in their books. Underline 

key words. Compare and contrast Carl’s childhood to yours in the Venn Diagram below. 

Author, Carl Merrison, is a Jaru/Kija man who grew up in and around Halls Creek in the Kimberley. His grandmother was a victim of the Stolen 

Generation. When he was young Carl would love swimming in waterholes, hunting, fishing, camping out with friends. He moved out of home when he was 

sixteen and lived with friends. Carl still enjoys gold detecting, hunting, gatherings with friends and family, football, basketball and mentoring youth. 
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Publisher Investigation 

 
Look up the publisher website https://www.magabala.com/ and explore some of the information on 

the site.  

EXPLORE 

1. Have you read another book from this publishing house? 
2. What other books from the website would you like to read and why? 

3. What common themes can you see in the books? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ANSWER 
4. What is unique about this publishing house? 

5. Why is it important to have a publishing house just dedicated to this? 

6. What is the history of Magabala Books? 

7. What role does Magabala Books play in preserving language, culture and history? 

8. What role do you think Magabala Books plays in promoting important Australian issues such as 

reconciliation and breaking down negative stereotypes? 
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Year 9 Setting Investigation 

Deklan and his family live in small community hours away from the small country town that the book is originally set. Deklan and his grandfather then 

track the missing teens into large national park. This book could be set in any remote outback town- maybe one in your state near you. However, it 

was inspired by the small town of Kununurra or Wyndham- both close to national parks in outback Australia.  

Reflect on the following questions: 

1. What are your perceptions of remote outback communities?  

2. What connection do you feel to outback Australia?  

3. How are remote First Nations people connected to their Country? How do they perceive and use their Country?  

4. In larger cities we take for granted public transport, the proximity of services, good telephone and internet reception to connect us to people 

and services in our community and beyond. That same access to transport, services and connection is not always available in geographically 

remote communities. Look up the town of Kununurra- make note of the services and transport available in that town. Look up the town of Frog 

Hollow- just outside of Warmun- and make a note of the services and transport available in that town. 

5. Flood, fire and natural disasters often interrupt the trade and supply routes to regional and remote towns and communities. Research trade 

route interrupting natural disasters in remote areas of WA, SA, Qld or/and NT.  

6. The cost of living in regional and remote parts of Australia can be significantly higher than that of people living in cities. Research the price of 

bread, milk and flour in your town- compare to the prices in an outback town such as Kununurra Western Australia. 

7. Think about how and why places are interconnected regionally, nationally and globally through trade in goods and services. Why is a remote 

outback town such as Kununurra where it is? What is it known for? How do people get to Kununurra? Why would be people go to Kununurra? 

8. Where do remote outback towns such as Kununurra get their goods from? What does Kununurra trade nationally and globally?  

*Remember to write the details of the websites that you use at the end of your investigation.  

  

Year 9 Geography 

‘Geographies of interconnections’ focuses on investigating how people, through their choices and actions, are connected to places throughout the world 
in a wide variety of ways, and how these connections help to make and change places and their environments. This unit examines the interconnections 
between people and places through the products people buy and the effects of their production on the places that make them. Students examine the 
ways that transport and information and communication technologies have made it possible for an increasing range of services to be provided 
internationally, and for people in isolated rural areas to connect to information, services and people in other places. These distinctive aspects of 
interconnection are investigated using studies drawn from Australia and across the world. 



Year 10 Setting Investigation 
Deklan Archer lives in a small community hours from the small town that the book is originally set. The town is ‘close’ to a large, expansive national 

park.  

- Research the way that First Nations people in remote outback communities (such as Kununurra and East Kimberley) practice custodial responsibility 

and environmental management.  

- What issues are affecting the development of remote communities? 

- What are the reasons for, and consequences of, the variations in human wellbeing between city, regional and remote communities?   

- What initiatives have been put in place to improve human wellbeing in remote communities? 
- Remote outback communities suffer from overcrowded houses, poor quality houses or houses in disrepair, maintenance can take many months and 

there can be a lack of services in community. Research the ‘housing crisis’ in remote communities. 
- Some remote outback towns do not have access to affordable or fresh foods. Research the factors that contribute to this situation.  
- Some remote communities do not have access to safe drinking water. Investigate what the issues are and what is impacting the delivery of soutions 

to this issue.  
- Some remote outback communities have pre-paid electricity cards that they must use to access the local grid- often powered by a diesel generator. 

Investigate electricity security.  
- Fuel in remote communities is more expensive than cities. This cost has an impact on people’s wellbeing. Explore why and how.    

Year 10- Geography Links 
‘Geographies of human wellbeing’ focuses on investigating global, national and local differences in human wellbeing between places. This unit examines the 

different concepts and measures of human wellbeing, and the causes of global differences in these measures between countries. Students explore spatial 

differences in wellbeing within and between countries, and evaluate the differences from a variety of perspectives. They explore programs designed to reduce 

the gap between differences in wellbeing. 



Describe the setting- Adjectives 
Look at the pictures below of Kununurra and surrounds (possible location for the book). Use adjectives to describe what you think the country feels 

like, sounds like and looks like. 

 

   



Setting Comparison 
Look up pictures and news stories about the East Kimberley WA (likely location for the book). Draw and label a picture of your region including 

landscape, nearby towns, access to services. In the other box draw and label Kununurra (this may be the setting of the school).  

My town 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kununurra Kimberley WA 

Predict what ways you think your town might be similar or different than town in the story. 
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Kimberley Western Australia 
The text is deliberately not given a location to allow more readers to feel a connection 

to the text. However, it is very likely set in a town like Kununurra which has many small 

surrounding communities and a relatively nearby national park.  

Draw a map of Kununurra and surrounding communities and the nearby El Questro or 

Purnululu National Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Extension 1: Add the boundaries of surrounding language groups and any interesting 

landmarks.  

Extension 2: Add a compass, key, the oceans, capital city. Extension 3: Draw an 

approximate scale. 

Reflect: What do you notice about distance? What do you notice about state size 

compared to the other states/territories in Australia? What impact do you think the 

remoteness of country had to Aboriginal people in the past? How do you think the 

remote location of Kununurra has on people today?  



Design your Ultimate Kimberley Holiday 
You have $10,000 to plan your ultimate Kimberley WA holiday experience. Look up 

flights (QANTAS and AirNorth may be your only options) from your town to Kununurra 

or Broome, hire car (4WD if you want to do off road like the Gibb River Road or up the 

Dampier Peninsular) or Grayhound Bus, and factor in your accommodation (tent, caravan 

or hotel?). What would you like to see and do? You might use Scribble Maps plot and 

label, you might glue pics of different places or you may just record your answers 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect on price of things in Kimberleys compared to your town/state, distance 

between locations that might add to your travel time or convenience (if you have a 

medical issue you might even have to stay close to Broome or Kununurra the whole time 

to access hospitals if an emergency). Consider how these factors would impact the life 

of people who actually live there.   

What impact do you think tourism has on small communities and the environment?   



Design a ‘holiday package’ for tourists to visit your town 
There are famous TV shows and movies set in the Kimberley such as Mystery Road and 

Wolf Creek. We have Australian and international tourists eager to explore the 

Australian outback. Design a brochure selling your town as a tourism destination.  

Could you charge to take them on a tag along tour to special places? What would you 

feed them- would they catch and find for themselves or would you provide? What 

stories would you tell them? Would you camp out overnight? What traditional survival 

skills would you show them? How much do you think you could charge for your service? 

Represent your ideas in a brochure form, brainstorm or images below.  
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Aboriginal English, Kriole and Pigeon 
 

Deklan and his family speak traditional language and Aboriginal English. Many people in 

the Kimberley speak more than one language and do not speak Standard Australian 

English as a first language at home. Aboriginal English, Kriole and Pigeon were invented 

through necessity when interacting with Asian traders before European invasion and 

then during conflict, trade and occupation after invasion. At some stages in our history, 

Aboriginal people were forbidden to speak their traditional languages. Aboriginal 

English and Kriole are now play a vital role in Aboriginal identity and are respected by 

linguists as unique dialects.  

Look up information about Aboriginal English, Kriole and Pigeon in the Kimberley or your 

local area.  

https://www.klrc.org.au/kimberley-kriol/overview 

https://open.abc.net.au/explore/1603 

http://ourlanguages.org.au/modern-indigenous-languages/ 

https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/aboriginal-english/what-is-aboriginal-english-like 

Consider the following questions and answer them in your workbook or as a class 

discussion (teacher direction).  

My context 

1. How many languages do you speak? 

2. Are you expected to learn an additional language at school? How do you find 

learning another language? Can you empathise with how ESLD students in 

Aboriginal communities might feel having their classes in all English? 

3. How do you think your language shapes your identity?  

Research questions 

4. Why is language important to Aboriginal people? 

5. How was Kriole/Aborigional English developed? 

6. Why do linguists say these are dialects? 

7. What similarities and differences can you see between English and 

kriole/Aboriginal English? 

8. Describe how Kriole and Aboriginal English developed over time. 

Text Reflection 

9. Why do you think that it is important for texts like Tracks of the Missing that 

show traditional languages and dialects to wider Australia? 

10. How do you think the text will achieve this balance? 

https://www.klrc.org.au/kimberley-kriol/overview
https://open.abc.net.au/explore/1603
http://ourlanguages.org.au/modern-indigenous-languages/
https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/aboriginal-english/what-is-aboriginal-english-like


 

General 
Throughout 

Reading 
Activities 

  ‘General Throughout Reading In class activities 
• Allocate the character voices- as you or selected students read 

the ‘character voices’ read the speech in the appropriate accent 

with the right emotion. 

• Ask students to reflect on ideas, events and chapters using a 

thumb-mometer.  

• Students can create their own glossary of new or unfamiliar 

words.  

• Optional ‘Engaging Hands On Pack’ 

• Optional Creative Activities 

• Optional Creative Writing Package 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hands-On-Novel-Study-7757544
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Novel-Study-Activities-7875947
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Prompts-7757545


Unlocking the layers 
Throughout the book Tracks of the Missing the authors make references to culture that might get 

missed by readers of other cultures. This document helps to unlock some of these layers of meaning. 

You may like to reflect on how this changes your understanding of the paragraph, chapter or indeed 

whole book- you might discuss in pairs, whole class discussion or write a written reflection. 

Quote from the book Layers of meaning 

 -  

  

  

  

  

 

  



Character Reflections- Instagram Posts 
Consider what you think characters were thinking or feeling and what they would post to social media at the end of each chapter.  

 

  



Character Reflections- Diary Entries 
After reading each chapter write a diary entry as one of the characters.  

  



Chapter Reflections 
Summarise each chapter in your own words or in a drawing. What were the key events? What new information do we learn about the characters?  

Chapter 1 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 

Chapter 3 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 

Chapter 5 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 6 

Chapter 7 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 8 

Chapter 9 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 10 

Chapter 11 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 12 



Chapter 13 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 14 

Chapter 15 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 16 

Chapter 17 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 18 

Chapter 19 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 20 

Chapter 21 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 22 



Character 
Analysis 
Activities 

  Character in class activities 
• Act out a scene from the book. 

• Act out a ‘missing scene’- students think about scenes that might 

have happened between chapters and act them out for the class.  

• Pair students up- one student is the interviewer and the other is 

a character. Students plan and act out a character interview. 

• Charades- one student is allocated a character to act out without 

talking while the rest of the class guess which one.  

• Students create a Voki avatar of one of the characters and give 

it a script as it would speak about an event in the book.  

• Optional Character Trading Cards 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Trading-Cards-Tracks-of-the-Missing-Magabala-7751061


Character Map 
In picture or symbol form draw a representation of the relationships between the key characters in the text.  

  
Deklan Archer and grandfather Deklan Archer and Willum Deklan Archer and Michael 

Deklan Archer and Jenny Deklan Archer and Officer Thomas Deklan Archer and Lightfoot 

L 



Character Map 
As you read, map characters relationships and connections with each other- you may need to add more boxes. Some have been done for you.   

Deklan 

Archer 

Grandfather 

Brooklyn 
Jenny 

Lightfoot Michael 

M 

Officer 

Thomas 



Character Map 
As you read, map characters relationships and connections with each other. Some have been done for you.   

Deklan 

Archer 

James 

Michael 

Ms Wilson 

Brooklyn 

Mr Henry 

Hannah 

Willum 

Jenny 

Officer 

Thomas 

Ms Pritchard 

Lightfoot 

H 



Draw your family connections 
Deklan’s family was very close, he had relatives all over the region. Draw your own family connections. Consider the comparisons with Deklan.   

A 



Character Timeline 
Draw the key scenes where Deklan grows as a character. Think about how he is feeling, thinking and worried about in each stage.  

 

Deklan: BEGINNING-------------------------------------------MIDDLE-----------------------------------------------------------END 
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Character Timeline 
As you read, map the character’s growth. What are their characteristics, motivations, worries/problems/challenges? Draw or write your answers.  

 

Deklan: BEGINNING-------------------------------------------MIDDLE-----------------------------------------------------------END 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandfather: BEGINNING-------------------------------------------MIDDLE-----------------------------------------------------------END 
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Character Timeline 
As you read, map the character’s growth. What are their characteristics, motivations, worries/problems/challenges?  

 

Deklan: BEGINNING-------------------------------------------MIDDLE-----------------------------------------------------------END 

 

 

 

Grandfather: BEGINNING-------------------------------------------MIDDLE-----------------------------------------------------------END 

 

 

 

Officer Thomas: BEGINNING-------------------------------------------MIDDLE-----------------------------------------------------------END 

 

 

 

Lightfoot: BEGINNING-------------------------------------------MIDDLE-----------------------------------------------------------END 
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Your Timeline 
Draw your life as a timeline. What were the key events? How have you grown and matured over time? 

When I was a baby/toddler 

I… 

As a child I changed and 

grew by… 

As I got older I… 

Now I… 



Character Profile 
Choose a character (Deklan, Grandfather, Lightfoot, Mr Henry) and complete the 

character profile about them. 

 

Name: _____________________                  Hertiage: __________________ 

 

Draw or write some of the things they 

like or are interested in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw or write some of the things they 

dislike or make them sad/angry.  

 

Draw or write about what this character is challenged by or worried about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw what you think the character looks like. 
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Character Profile 
Choose a character (Deklan, Grandfather, Lightfoot, Mr Henry) and complete the 

character profile about them. 

 

Name: __________________________________ 

Approx Age:______________________________ 

Heritage: __________________________ 

 

Interests: ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dislikes:__________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Challenges: ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

  

Draw what you think the character looks like. 

M 



Character Profile 
Choose a character (Deklan, Grandfather, Lightfoot, Mr Henry) and complete the 

character profile about them. 

 
Name: __________________________________ 

Approx Age:______________________________ 

Heritage: __________________________ 

 

 

 

Interests: ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dislikes:__________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Challenges: ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Motivations: _______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Growth throughout the story:___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Draw what you think the character 

looks like. 

H 



Character Profile 
Draw a character profile as if you were one of the characters of the text.  

 

Name: _______________________________ 

Age:_________________________________ 

Heritage:________________________ 

Totem:_______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Interests: ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dislikes:__________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Challenges: ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Motivations: _______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________  

A 

 



Character Facebook Profile 

 



Character Selfie 
Draw a character ‘selfie’ showing the character in front of something or a scene they 

would enjoy- ie. fishing, hunting, swimming at the pool. 

  



Adjective Brainstorm 
Choose a character from the text- write their name or draw them in the middle square. 

Around the outside brainstorm as many adjectives as you can to describe them.  



Draw a cartoon strip about the book from alternative character’s point of view 
Decide on six key events from throughout the book and draw them from another character’s perspective. Use thought bubbles to show 

their thoughts and emotions.  
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Tell the story from another character’s point of view 
Re-write this extract of the book from another character’s perspective (Ms Wilson or 

Officer Thomas). Or choose another extract (with teacher permission) to change the 

POV.  

What would the character be thinking about Deklan? What would they be worried 

about? What are they noticing about the room or the other characters in it? How are 

they feeling? 

‘Come in and sit down,’ she says. Her voice is tight and crisp like a crow’s, mouth drawn in a hard 

line. I haven’t done anything wrong that I can think of, well not too bad, not lately and not at school. 

The chair is hard and forces me to sit up straight. I notice a police officer has taken the principal’s 

seat behind the desk, forcing Ms Wilson to perch nervously on a chair next to him. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Tell the story from alternative point of view 
Choose sections of the story to re-tell from a different character’s perspective.  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

H 



An invitation to Deklan 
Write a letter to Deklan inviting him to stay with you in your home town. 

What would he see? What would you do? Where would you visit? Would he come to 

school with you? What could you learn together? What would you hope to learn from 

him? 

 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 





Interview a character 
Decide on which character you would like to interview. Ask questions that help reveal 

extra details that you can make up about them based on your understanding of them 

from the text. You could use quotes and examples from the text to enhance your 

responses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Olden Days 
Draw a picture of what you think life was like for grandfather growing up.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Compare each of childhood today to grandfather’s childhoods.  

  

Grandfather’s times Childhood today 



Character Questions 
Chapter 1 

1. Who is the protagonist? 

2. From what perspective is the story told? 

3. What are your first impressions of Deklan as a character?  

4. Are Deklan and his town friends close?  

5. What do we learn about the types of people that live in and around the town?  

6. List the other types of people that are there with Deklan in the schoolyard. 

7. Write 5 adjectives to describe Ms Wilson. 

8. Write 5 adjectives to describe Officer Thomas.  

9. How do you think Deklan feels about Officer Thomas? Use quotes to explain.  

10. Deklan describes some of his petty crimes but also does some deep thinking for a first 

chapter. Use 5 adjectives to describe Deklan as a character so far.  

Chapter 2 

1.  Why is Deklan in town?  

2. What connections does Deklan have in the town?  

3. Where does Deklan usually live?  

4. What actions does Aunty June tell Deklan that the family is taking to find the missing 

12s?  

5. What is happening to Deklan’s classmates throughout this chapter?  

6. Mr Henry is described in this chapter. Use quotes from the text to explain what type of 

character Mr Henry was.  

 

Chapter 3 

1. We learn a lot about Deklan and his motivations in this chapter. What drives Deklan?  

2. Willum plays a strong role in this chapter. Describe him as a character.  

3. In what ways do the authors shape characters in this chapter? What techniques do they 

use?  

4. How does Deklan feel about his cousin, Brooklyn?  

5. What do we learn about Jenny and Deklan?  

6. What are some of the facts we learn about the Year 12s missing?  

7. How does Deklan feel about his other friends in this chapter- James and Brad?  

 

Chapter 4 

1. What causes a bit of tension between the friends in this chapter?  

2. How is Deklan different than Willum and Michael?  

3. Deklan delves deeper into his passion and motivations. What are they?  

4. How does understanding Deklan’s passions and motivations help understand the choices 

he has made as a character so far?  

 

Chapter 5 

1. What does Deklan establish about the character of grandfather in the first paragraph of 

this chapter? Why did the authors do this? 



2. Describe the different responses by characters in this chapter. 

3. Why is Michael’s brother’s name not allowed to be said?  

4. Give some examples of how the authors create the characters not just through dialogue 

but through other ways.  

5. How is the lady at the end of the chapter charactised? 

 

Chapter 6 

1.  How does Deklan feel about Officer Thomas in this chapter? Has the depth of this 

feeling changed since earlier chapters? How do you know?  

2. What does Deklan reveal about his grandfather? How does this help the reader further 

understand the grandfather character? 

3. How is the confrontation between grandfather and Officer Thomas written? In what 

ways did the authors build up the tension? 

4. Identify some of the ‘passive aggressive’ language that is used in this chapter. 

5. How is the ranger characterised in this chapter?  

6. Sketch the ranger based on Deklan’s descriptions in this chapter. 

7. How would you describe the interactions between grandfather and the ranger in this 

chapter? 

 

Chapter 7. 

1.  Why is Deklan nervous to go into the bush? 

2. What is Deklan feeling ashamed about in this chapter? 

3. Deklan describes how his emotions feel in his body and what his body feels like in parts 

of this chapter. How does this help the reader understand events? 

 

Chapter 8 

1.  Give examples of how sentence type builds suspense in this chapter. 

2. Give examples of the way Deklan says something helps the reader understand his 

emotions.  

3. Who comes across most in control in this chapter? 

4. How would you describe Deklan’s state of mind in this chapter? 

 

Chapter 9 

1.  We see a change in Deklan’s character in this chapter. What do you notice? 

2. List the Year 12s and what we learn about them from Deklan.  

3. Thinking about some of the Year 12s in your school- write a brief characterisation of 

them like Deklan does of his peers.  

4. Throughout the novel, Deklan has slowly been building up a backstory through flashbacks 

and little internal monologue though trails. What else do we learn about him in this 

fashion in this chapter?  



5. In this chapter we see a lot of complexity in Deklan as a character. What are some of 

the social issues that he thinks about in this chapter? 

 

Chapter 10 

1.  What mistakes does Deklan make in this chapter? 

2. What bush skills do the pair use in this chapter? 

3. What do we learn about the different languages our character speak? 

4. What strengths and weaknesses does the dingo scene show? 

5. How would you have dealt with the dingo situation differently? 

 

Chapter 11 

1.  Deklan realises the frailty of his grandfather more and more as the story progresses. 

How does this impact Deklan’s character and motivations?  

2. How do you think the guilt of the bus crash will impact Deklan’s character in future 

chapters? 

 

hapter 12 

1.  How do Deklan’s feelings of regret and guilt manifest in this chapter? 

2. Describe grandfathers emotional state in this chapter?  

3. Compare and contrast it to Deklan’s emotional state. Do you think it is age, guilt, 

experience, personality type or other that is reflected in their different coping 

mechanisms? 

 

Chapter 13 

1. What do we learn about the character Hannah in this chapter? 

2. How are the reader positions to feel about Hannah?  

3. What do we learn about Lightfoot in this chapter? 

 

Chapter 14 

1. How is Deklan’s feelings towards his grandfather changing? 

2. What do we learn about the Lightfoot in this chapter?  

 

Chapter 15 

1.  The Year 12s are found. Describe the feelings between Deklan and Jenny in this chapter. 

2. What do we learn about the ways the Year 12s survived in this chapter? Who stands out 

as strong characters? 

3. How does Deklan feel towards Ms Pritchard? 



4. How does Deklan feel towards Rocky?  

 

Chapter 16 

1. How does Deklan respond when the Lightfoot’s identity is revealed?  

2. How would you describe the type of interactions between grandfather and the 

Lightfoot? 

 

Chapter 17 

1.  Does Deklan have any autonomy or choice in this chapter?  

2. How is Deklan characterised in this chapter?  

3. Who has the balance of power? 

4. What are the Lightfoot’s motivations? 

 

Chapter 18 

1.  How does Deklan feel about his circumstances? 

2. What do you think drives Deklan in this chapter?  

 

Chapter 19 

1. How is Deklan feeling in this chapter?  

2. What sense do the readers get about the Lightfoot? 

 

Chapter 20 

1. How is Deklan feeling in this chapter?  

2. What do you notice about the relationship between the characters now?  

 

Chapter 21 

1.  Reflect on this chapter. Why do you think the authors have done the chapter this way? 

 

Chapter 22 

1. How are the nurses characterised?  

2. How is the wife characterised? 

3. How is Deklan characterised?  

  



Character Essay Topics 
Deklan talks about the importance of family throughout the text. What do we learn 

about his family and the wider Aboriginal community? 

Draw or write a response to each topic. 

• In what ways can family raise you up and bring you down? 

• Trauma can manifest in many ways. In what ways did the characters deal with 

their challenges? 

What does family mean to Deklan? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can family hurt you or help you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do people deal with challenges in their lives? 
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Character Essay Topics 
Deklan goes into the bush with his grandfather in the hunt for his cousin, Brooklyn, and 

the other missing Year 12s. What do we learn about family and the wider Aboriginal 

community? Cut and paste the jumbled paragraphs and stick them in the right place. 

Introduction 

Essay topic as a 

statement. Paragraph 1 

sentence, paragraph 2 

sentence, paragraph 3 

sentence.  

Deklan respects his grandfather. Therefore, when asked Deklan 
finds it hard to refuse his grandfather’s request to help him on the 
search for the missing 12s. Deklan knows he must treat grandfather 
“with the respect worthy of an Elder” (page 77). Deklan is surprised 
by “the disrespect my uncles would have shown if they did ignore 
him” (page 102) and so feels obliged to help him. While it is a hard 
decision, culturally Deklan must listen to his grandfather and 
respect his requests. The importance of family, family obligations 
and respect systems is strong in Deklan’s culture. 
 

Paragraph 1 

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

In the novel, Tracks of the Missing, the reader learns about 
Aboriginal community and the importance of family. Deklan 
chooses his family over his big chance at a football career. Deklan 
respects his grandfather. Deklan talks specifically about where 
family fits in his culture.  
 

Paragraph 2  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

In conclusion, Aboriginal culture in the book shows the importance 
of family. Deklan chooses family over football. He didn’t really have 
a choice to refuse his grandfather. Deklan’s culture demands that 
he puts family above all else.  
 

Paragraph 3  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

Deklan chooses family over his future career. Deklan decides to go 
in search of Brooklyn, a family member, over the chance to play in 
front of state recruiters. This is a big decision for Deklan who says 
“Family came first with us. In a deeper way maybe than in James’ 
culture. We had complex, deep ties and cultural responsibilities he 
still didn’t understand.” (page 35) showing that even though the big 
match is very important to him, he must follow the way he was 
raised and put family first. This is further explained when he said 
this football opportunity is “My big chance to get out of here. To 
live a life outside the outback.” (page 41) because Deklan knows 
“These opportunities are so rare out here in the bush.” (page 54). 
Even though Deklan knows there are other people out looking for 
the missing teens and that his one big chance is on the line he must 
still go out to help the search.  
 

Conclusion 

Reworded essay topic 

as a statement. 

Paragraph 1 sentence, 

paragraph 2 sentence, 

paragraph 3 sentence. 

Deklan specifically talks about the importance of family and respect. 
This shows that it is well understand and reinforced in his culture. It 
is not a vague understanding but a core value. He says “I was always 
taught don’t choose anything over family.” (page 54). This shows 
that while Deklan struggles with the two possibilities- help on the 
search or stay for the match- he really doesn’t have a choice. In his 
culture you just can’t choose anything over family.  
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Character Essay Topics 
Choose one topic from the list below and respond in an essay using examples and quotes 

from the text, Tracks of the Missing.  

• Deklan is a conflicted character. Discuss.  

• In what ways can family raise you up and bring you down? 

• Trauma can manifest in many ways. In what ways did the characters deal with 

their challenges? 

Fill out the essay planner below before you write your draft. 

Introduction 

Essay topic as a 

statement. Paragraph 1 

sentence, paragraph 2 

sentence, paragraph 3 

sentence.  

 

Paragraph 1 

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 2  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Reworded essay topic 

as a statement. 

Paragraph 1 sentence, 

paragraph 2 sentence, 

paragraph 3 sentence. 
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Character Essay Topics 
The characters in the text Tracks of the Missing are a realistic representation of 

Aboriginal people and families. Discuss using examples from the text and your personal 

experience. Extension: Expand your response by using examples and quotes from other 

texts (such as movies, books or newspapers) that may present more realistic or less 

realistic representations of Aboriginal people for comparison.  

Fill out the essay planner below before you write your draft. 

Introduction 

Essay topic as a 

statement. Paragraph 1 

sentence, paragraph 2 

sentence, paragraph 3 

sentence.  

 

Paragraph 1 

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 2  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraph 3  

Topic sentence, 

example, explanation, 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Reworded essay topic 

as a statement. 

Paragraph 1 sentence, 

paragraph 2 sentence, 

paragraph 3 sentence. 

 

  

A 



 

After 
Reading 

Activities 
  In class ‘After Reading’ activities 

• Act out a scene from the book 

• Create a book trailer advertising the book 

• Values Line- Students consider their position on the statements below 

and move to the side of the room according to their values. Once there 

students talk with their group about their reasons. Teacher calls upon 

random students to share before asking the next statement. 

o Deklan is a strong central character 

o Deklan’s grandfather should have done more to save him 

o Deklan would have been better off staying for the football  

 

• Use the StickyMoose website to do a class vote etc.  

o Do you think Deklan will continue his role? Do you think Deklan 

will go back to his family? Do you think Deklan will chase his 

football career? Would you rather Deklan stay in his role or 

return to family?  

• Make a stop animation of the story 

• Use the Smore website to create a flyer promoting the book for your 

library 

 

 



Tracks of the Missing- Plot 
 

 

 

  

Orientation 

Complication 

Climax 

Resolution 

Beginning of the 

story- introduces the 

reader to the 

setting. 

Event or action that 

happens to create a 

problem/complication. 

This is the most 

exciting part, or 

where the tension 

has raised the most 

or the turning part 

of the story.  

This is close to the end of 

the story where the 

complication is resolved.  

The orientation of 

Tracks of the Missing 

was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 

The complication in the 

Tracks of the Missing 

was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 

The climax of Tracks of 

the Missing was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

The resolution of Tracks 

of the Missing was… 

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________ 



Brainstorm the sequel chapter 
“My eyes follow the cords trailing from his arms to the beeping machine. I turn down 

the volume. I take a breath. The thin green line flatlines … Payback. I am Lightfoot” 

Brainstorm using words and drawings what you think happens after the final chapter in 

the book. 

 

  

L 

Sequel chapter 



Write the sequel chapter 
“My eyes follow the cords trailing from his arms to the beeping machine. I turn down 

the volume. I take a breath. The thin green line flatlines … Payback. I am Lightfoot” 

Describe/draw what events might happen in the next chapter- does Deklan go back to 

the bush or back home to his family? Does he continue his new role or go back to his old 

life? 
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Write the sequel chapter 
“My eyes follow the cords trailing from his arms to the beeping machine. I turn down 

the volume. I take a breath. The thin green line flatlines … Payback. I am Lightfoot” 

Write the next chapter. What happened next? Does Deklan go back to his family or 

back to the Lightfoot? Does he continue his new role or go back to his old life?  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Design an alternative cover 

  



Artistic representation of the text 

  



Contact the Authors- Instagram 
Choose an Instagram image and hashtags that you would share with the authors. 

 

  



Reflect on the text 
Build a Pinterest board about the themes and characters in the text. 

 

 



Contact the Author- Write a Tweet 
Write a 140 character Tweet to one of the authors. What would you say about the 

book? What question would you ask? 
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Contact the Author- Facebook 
Write a Facebook post to the author. What would you say? What did you like about the 

book? What questions were you left with? What do you think a sequel should be?  

 

 

  

M 



Contact the Authors- Letter 
Write a letter to the author/s. What did you like about the text? What questions do 

you still have? Tell them a bit about yourself and your experiences.  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
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What if… 
As a class discuss how you think the story would have changed if… 

• the book had been set in the city 
• we learnt of the Lightfoot in the first few chapters 

• Deklan hadn’t been mucking around with the metal pieces in the bus shed 

• The character of Deklan had been a girl 

• The only storyline was the missing Year 12s without Mr Henry or Hannah ties 

• The Lightfoot had taken grandfather instead 

• The Lightfoot had killed Deklan at the cliff 

• Deklan had chosen to stay for the football carnival instead of going to look for 

the lost bus? 

 

 

Choose some of the statements to reflect on and write/draw about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Aboriginal English, Kriole and Pigeon 

 

Deklan and his family speak Standard Australian English, traditional language and 

Aboriginal English. Many people in the Kimberley speak more than one language and do 

not speak English as a first language at home. Aboriginal English, Kriole and Pigeon were 

invented through necessity when interacting with Asian traders before European 

invasion and then during conflict, trade and occupation after invasion. At some stages in 

our history, Aboriginal people were forbidden to speak their traditional languages. 

Aboriginal English and Kriole are now play a vital role in Aboriginal identity and are 

respected by linguists as unique dialects.  

Look up information about Aboriginal English, Kriole and Pigeon in the Kimberley or your 

local area.  

https://www.klrc.org.au/kimberley-kriol/overview 

https://open.abc.net.au/explore/1603 

http://ourlanguages.org.au/modern-indigenous-languages/ 

https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/aboriginal-english/what-is-aboriginal-english-like 

Consider the following questions and answer them in your workbook or as a class 

discussion (teacher direction).  

My context 

1. How many languages do you speak? 

2. Are you expected to learn an additional language at school? How do you find 

learning another language? Can you empathise with how ESLD students in 

Aboriginal communities might feel having their classes in all English? 

3. How do you think your language shapes your identity?  

Research questions 

4. Why is language important to Aboriginal people? 

5. How was Kriole/Aborigional English developed? 

6. Why do linguists say these are dialects? 

7. What similarities and differences can you see between English and 

kriole/Aboriginal English? 

8. Describe how Kriole and Aboriginal English developed over time. 

Text Reflection 

9. Why do you think that it is important for texts like Tracks of the Missing that 

show traditional languages and dialects to wider Australia? 

10. Do you think the text achieved this balance? 

https://www.klrc.org.au/kimberley-kriol/overview
https://open.abc.net.au/explore/1603
http://ourlanguages.org.au/modern-indigenous-languages/
https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/aboriginal-english/what-is-aboriginal-english-like




Inter-textual Comparison 
Read one of the following texts and compare to Tracks of the Missing.  

• Black Cockatoo (Magabala 2018) 

• Grace Beside Me, Sue McPherson 

• Too Flash, Melissa Lucashenko 

• Songs that sound like blood, Jared Thomas 

• Or another text you have already read that you feel has links to Tracks of the 

Missing. 

What are the similar contexts, themes, characters, issues etc.? 

 

 



 

 

  

Share your voice 
 

Have your say about Tracks of the Missing, and/or the themes and issues in it.  

 

School Action Project 

• Decide on a project to increase understanding of your local Aboriginal 

language group. 

• Design a project with your class to promote reconciliation in your school.  

• Write to your local animal rights group or politician sharing your ideas on 

the animal rights issues raised here.  

• Discuss the issue of youth crime- what initiatives can you think of to 

improve youth crime in your area? 

• Organise a book collection drive for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation 

or Aboriginal Literacy Foundation to share books with kids in remote 

communities like Mia.  

 

Review the book 

o Write a book review and post it to the author Facebook site- 

https://www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors  

o Post a review of the book on GoodReads and Amazon. 

o Vote for the book for a children choice book award: KOALA (NSW), 

Inside a Dog, YABBA 

o Make a Youtube video review of the book. 

o Share your feedback with your school librarian and local library. 

o Share your Shelfie on the author pages- Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. 

 

Connect with the Authors 

• Send them an email asking some questions you have about the book or 

sharing a sample of your work author@hakeahustler.com.au 

• Write them a letter sharing your ideas and questions 

  

  

mailto:author@hakeahustler.com.au


 Other 
Resources 

  



Lizard Group  
Tracks of the Missing 

Novel Study  
Booklet 
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Marlu Group  
Tracks of the Missing 
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Hornet Group  
Tracks of the Missing 

Novel Study  
Booklet 
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Tracks of the Missing   
Book Club Discussion Points  
Ice Breakers 

• Work association- feathers, Aboriginal, remote, desert, small town, community, family 

• Timed-Pair-Share: Member Questions 

o What is your favourite book of all time? What books are on your bedside table at the 

moment? What is your favourite place to read? What book character would you 

most like to be? 

• ABC- go around in your circle listing as many words associated to the book as your group can 

in alphabetical order 

• Would you rather? Move from one side or the other of the room 

o Read a book or see the movie? Hard cover or soft cover books? Print or online 

books? Stock your bookshelf or visit a library? Read in short bursts or long periods? 

Picture book or chapter books?  

Reading Experience 
1. “There is something different about the small town that I can’t place. It would be easy to 

blame it all on the build-up to the wet season … but there is a suspense in the air … like 

lightning about to strike.”- what was your response to the hook of the book? 

2. What was your initial reaction to the book? Did it hook you in immediately or did it take a 

while to warm up into? 

3. What was your favourite quote or passage? Why? 

Personal Experience 
4. Have you ever been to a remote Aboriginal community? Do you think the story was an 

accurate reflection based on your experience? 

5. The text touches on issues of youth crime, substance abuse, dying language and cultures, 

racism, family roles- Can you relate to any of the struggles faced by the characters in the 

text? 

6. What would you do if you felt free to do or go wherever you wanted? 

7. Did the book change your perspective or opinion on anything?  

Aboriginal Culture 
8. What did you learn about Aboriginal culture from having read this book?  

9. Did you feel like this was an authentic representation of Aboriginal culture and life? Why or 

why not? 

10. What elements of Aboriginal culture represented in the text surprised or raised questions 

for you? 
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Setting  
11. What made the setting unique or important? Could the text have been written somewhere 

else and have had the same effect? 

12. How does the setting contribute to the story? 

Characters 
13. Which character do you relate most to and why? 

14. In what ways is Deklan a redeemable character? 

15. How do you feel about Deklan’s internal conflict- football or family? In what ways would you 

act differently? How would you have changed the way this character was written? 

16. Is it significant that Hannah does not play a large role in the story? Why do you think this is? 

Is it fair she doesn’t get a chance to have her side of the story heard? 

17. How did the characters change throughout the story? 

18. What do you think will happen with the characters next? 

Theme 
19. Lack of local essential service workers is raised in the book. There is fairly regular reflection 

of those who are outsiders performing this work- their lack of cultural awareness, racist or 

unconscious bias, experience, compacity to effectively do their jobs. What are your thoughts 

on these issues now that you have read the book?  

20. Youth crime is raised throughout the book with Deklan revealing some of the pretty crimes 

he has been involved in, his internal reasoning or reflections on those events. Does Deklan 

meet or break the ‘youth criminal’ stereotype?  

21. Loss of connection to culture is also raised in the book. Grandfather is very connected to 

language, culture and Country. The Lightfoot raises his concerns about the lack of 

connection with culture. How did this text build on your knowledge of this theme? 

22. Animals rights is a subtle theme in the text- in what ways did this text get you to think about 

animal rights? 

Literary Value 
23. Did you like the book or not? Why? 

24. How did you find the ending? 

25. Do you think you might have enjoyed it less or more if you were a different age- 

younger/older? Why? 

26. Did you have any expectations of the book- did it live up to them? 

27. Did you read any reviews before reading the book- did you find yourself agreeing with the 

reviews or not as you read? 

28. Would you read the book again? Why or why not? 

 

Thanks for making our book part of your book club! 
Visit our website for more books and resources at www.carlandhakea.com.au or continue the 

discussions on our social media pages! 
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Important Websites 
Author and Publishing 

Carl Merrison and Hakea Hustler: www.carlandhakea.com.au  

Magabala Books: http://www.magabala.com  

Editor- A Worded Life: http://awordedlife.com/  

Agent: Alex Adsett www.alexadsett.com.au  

 

Aboriginal English and Kriole 

Aboriginal Language Map https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia 

https://www.klrc.org.au/kimberley-kriol/overview 

https://open.abc.net.au/explore/1603 

http://ourlanguages.org.au/modern-indigenous-languages/ 

https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/aboriginal-english/what-is-aboriginal-english-like 

 

Programs to support Aboriginal voice in the Kimberleys 

https://www.phaiwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/TheWAIndigenousStorybook-5th-edition.pdf  

 

 

http://www.carlandhakea.com.au/
http://www.magabala.com/
http://awordedlife.com/
http://www.alexadsett.com.au/
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/articles/aiatsis-map-indigenous-australia
https://www.klrc.org.au/kimberley-kriol/overview
https://open.abc.net.au/explore/1603
http://ourlanguages.org.au/modern-indigenous-languages/
https://ab-ed.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/aboriginal-english/what-is-aboriginal-english-like
https://www.phaiwa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/TheWAIndigenousStorybook-5th-edition.pdf


Loved the Resource 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Author Website:  

www.carlandhakea.com.au  

Find additional resources, sign up for newsletter, connect 

Teachers Pay Teachers Store (TPT): 

www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus 

Find more resources, follow the store, rate the resource for credits. 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors 

Like the page, leave a review, comment and connect 

Instagram: 

www.Instagram.com/carlandhakeaauthors 

Follow, comment and connect 

Pinterest: 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/carlandhakea/teaching-tracks-

of-the-missing-magabala/ 

Follow, pin ideas, share ideas 

Purchase 

additional 

teaching resources 

 for this text 

 at our TPT store! 

http://www.carlandhakea.com.au/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/theremoteteacheraus
http://www.facebook.com/carlandhakeaauthors
http://www.instagram.com/carlandhakeaauthors
https://www.pinterest.com.au/carlandhakea/teaching-tracks-of-the-missing-magabala/
https://www.pinterest.com.au/carlandhakea/teaching-tracks-of-the-missing-magabala/


More from the Store 
 

  

  

  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Review-Flip-Book-7895818
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Guide-7757534
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Hook-7757540
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Trading-Cards-Tracks-of-the-Missing-Magabala-7751061
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hands-On-Novel-Study-7757544
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Creative-Writing-Prompts-7757545

